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FEED SUPPLIES FOR 1941-42 

Summary 

Total supplies of feed grains in Canada for 1041-42 are only slightly below 
those available in 1940-41, but the distribution of those supplies as between eastern and 
western Canada has resulted in a relatively greater shortage in the eastern provinces than 
oxisted during the previous crop year. The shortage of feed this year has been further 
accentuated by the fact that higher prices bf meats, dairy and poultry products have 
resulted in the feeding of somewhat greater quantities per animal unit. The total 
production of feed grains was slightly lower than in 1940 and with reduced stocks 
available at the beginning of the crop year resulted in a reduction of 1.8 per cent in 
the total supply of feed available. The numbers of all classes of live stock on farms 
have shown moderate increases and consequently the supply of feed per grain-consuming 
animal unit was reduced from .67 tons in 1940-41 to .65 tons for 1941-42. It should be 
pointed out that the total feed grains included in the above calculations do not include 
large quantities of wheat which are available in western Canada and may be used to supple-
ment the feed grain supply if the quantity of other feed grains is not adequate to meet 
all requirements. 

During the late summer of 1941, when it became apparent that there would be 
a shortage of feed grains in eastern Canada, the Agricultural Supplies Board took action 
designed to alleviate the shortage. The export of a wide range of feed stuffs, including 
millfeeds and coarse grains, was placed under licence. Later a flour and feed administrator 
was appointed to exercise control over the feed situation generally. On October 20, an 
order was passed authorizing payment by the Federal Government of all freight charges on 
the transport of wheat, teed grains, and millfeeds from western Canada to eastern Canada 
for feeding purposes. Estimates made by provincial authorities indicate that the quantity 
of grain necessary to meet feed requirements will amount to approximately 56 million 
bushels. Prospective milifeed supolies for 1941-42 remain uncertain, being dependent to 
u large extent upon the export of flour to the United Kingdom. Milling operations durin€r 
August and September were at a relatively high level but it is difficult to predict future 
operations. However, since the export of milifeeds is now under licence it is probable 
that supplies kept in Canada will be at least as groat as those of 1940-41 and probably 
greater. 

The amount of hay and fodder available for feeding during the 1941-42 season 
is considerably below that of a year previously and on the basis of production per hay-
consuming anirial unit is the lowest since 1937-38. As in the case of grain feods, the 
main areas of short supply are in eastern C:.tnada where continued dry weather during the 
early suinmer sharply reduced the output of hay. The price of hay at Montreal commenced 
to rise early in August and for the month of October averaged 20.00 per ton as compared 
with $10.50 per ton in the same month of 1940. 

The total number of live stock on farms reached a new high at June 1, 1941 
and there is every indication that numbers of most classes of live stock will continue to 
increase during the next year. The acreages of coarse grains were increased in 1941, 
particularly In the Prairie Provinces, but a reduced yield per acre of oats resulted in a 
lower total output of that crop. In the case of barley the reduced yield per acre was more 
than offset by the increased acreage. The increased production of barley occurred entirely 
in the Prairie Provinces and largely in Manitoba. 

FEED GRA.flIS 

Production 

The total production of feed grains in Canada for the feodin 	.son 1941.42 
is estimated at 10.6 million tons compared with 10.7 million toi& in 1940-41. The 1941-42 
figure is below that of both 1939-40 and 1940-41. Substantially better yields per acre 
on an increased acreage in Manitoba largely offset reduced production in the other Prairie 
Provinces. For the Dominion as a whole there was a reduction of 27.2 million bushels of 
oats and an increase of 13.4 million bushels of barley. For the Prairie Provinces there 
was a reduction of 18 million bushels of oats and an increase of 16 million bushels of barley. 
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There was a sharp reduction in the production of both oats and barley in Ontario but there 
was no substantial change in the output of these grains in Quebec or the Maritime Provinces. 
In many sections of the Prairie Provinces harvesting operations were seriously delayed by 
xcessive rainfall and although the extent of the damage to grain crops has not yet been 

estimated, it is quite probable that above-avErage supplies of the feed grades of wheat 
will be available this year. 

Stocks and Total Supplies 

Stocks of feed grains at July 31, 1941 totalled 1,007,000 tons. This figure 
represents a reduction of 118,000 tons from stocks on hand at Ju1y 31, 1940. Total 
supplies of feed grain in Canada for the 1941-42 season amounted to 11,645,000 tons 
compared with 11,854,000 tons a year ago and 12,053,000 tons in 1939-40. 

supplies in Relation to crain-Consuining Animals 

The number of grain-corisumin animals on farms at the beginning of the 1941-42 
feeding season is estimated as equivalent to 18,032,000 grain-consuming animal units. This 
is the largest number on record and is 356,000 greater than the number on hand during the 
1940-41 season. The increase is due to a general increase In the numbers of all classes of 
live stock and has occurred to a greater extent in the Prairie Provinces than in the other 
provinces of Canada. The supply of feed grains per grain-consuming animal unit during the 
1941-42 season is estimated a .65 tons as compared with .67 tons in the 1940-41 season and 
an average of .65 tons during the ten-year period 1929-30 to 1938-39. 

Exports md Irmorts 

The effects of th blockade of Continental Europe and the reater dennd for 
feed grains in Oansda resulted in a sharp reduction in the export of feed arains from 
Canada during 1940-41. Total exports, including oats, br1ey, rye, corn and buckwheat 
amounted to 398,000 tons, a decline of '42,000 tons from those of the previous crop year. 
The 190-41 export figure was the lowest for any year since 1933-34. Exports of oats 
amounted to 11.2 million bushels in 1940-41 compared with 15.8 million bushels in the 
previous crop year. Ee.rley exports amounted to 2.1 million bushels in 1940-41. Imports 
of all feed grains amounted to only 205,000 tons, the lowest since 1935-36. 

rices 

The incex of prices of all feeds declined to a low point of the war neriod 
during September and October of 1940, but rose gradually throughout the winter and sprin 
of 1941. Later the rise became more rapid and the index rose from 75.7 in June 1941 to 
94.8 in September. The sharp rise in recent months has been general throuhout the 
comnodities covered by the index which includes grains, milifeeds and hay. In relation 
to the index of prices of animal products, the feed index has been relatively low 
throughout the war period but the recent rise in feed prices has sharply reduced this 
favourable relationship. The ratio between the price of hogs and the price of barley at 
Winnipeg has beon relatively favourable to hog producers in recent months. 

hILL!EELS 

Tta1 p"oduction of bran, shorts and middlings during the 12 months ended 
July 1941 amounted to 682,84 tons compared with 656,205 tons in 1939-40. The 1940-41 
production uas the highest since 1928-29 and reflected the increased export of flour to 
the United Lingdor!i. It is difficult to estimate the output of milifeeds during the 
coming crop year but during August and September milling operations were at a relatively 
high level. Exports of niillfeeds during 1940-41 were at a high level but since the 
export of these products is now under licence it is not expected that this movement will 
be as heavy durin&: 19U-42 as It was during the previous crop year. Imports of milifeeds 
are relatively small but were somawhat highcr in 1940-41 than during the precediflg 12 
raonth period. Domestic utilization of millfceds totalled 384,262 tons in 1940-41 
compared with 380,712 tons in 1939-40, and an average of 365,000 tonS during the five 
years 1933-34 to 1037-38. 
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prices of milifeeds have been subject to considerable variation throu,heit 
1941. Prices of bran at Montreal averaged $26,60 per ton in January 1941 but 1ste 

' declined to alow of $24,25at the end of April. Prices rose rapidly during the early 
summer months, reaching $28.25 by the end of June. In mid-July an arrangement was nade 
between the Wartime Prioea and Trade Board and the millers which resulted in a reduction 
of $3.00 per ton on inilifeeds effeotive to the end of August. During September and 
October prices again advanced about $4.00 per ton. The price ceiling provided for under 
the recent price regulation order has not yet been announced for these feeds but the fact 
that the Federal Government has agreed to pay all the freight charges on isillt'eeds and 
wheat to be used in the production of milifeeds moving from western Canada to eastern 
Canada should result in a reduction in the prioe of these commodities, 

HAY AND FODDER CROPS 

Product ion 

The total production of hay and fodder crops in 1941 is subtantia1ly below 
that of the preceding year, Total production at 20,809,000 tona is 1,920,000 tone below 
that of 1940. Hay and clover production in 1941 was lower in all provinces except Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia Mani.t oba and Saskatchewan. The decline was particularly marked 
in Quebec and Ontario where prolonged dry weather retarded growth during the early part of 
the swmier. The output of alfalfa was also lower in Ontario but the production of fodder 
corn was somewhat highor than that of the preceding year, On the basis of hay and fodder 
production per hay-consuming animal unit, the supplies for 1941-42 amounted to 1,91 torte 
compared with 2,13 tons in 1940-41 and were the lowest since 1937-38, 

Export a 

Exports of hay during the 1940-41 season amounted to 45,000 tons compared 
with 101,000 tons in the 1939-40 season, The reduction in exports during the 1940.-41 
season was the result of more adequate supplies available in the north-eastern United 
States and the restriction on exports to the United Kingdom owing to the shortage of 
shipping space. There was a marked increase in the demand for hay from the eastern 
United States in the fall of 1941 but in viow of the rolativoly short supplies in Canada, 
the Agricultural Supplies Board placed the export of hay in Canada under lioenoe. Some 
exports are being permitted to go to Newfoundland but it is not expected that the total 
volume will be as high as during the season just oloaed, 

Priocs 

Prices of hay showed only moderate advances during the 1940-41 season but 
as a result of the short crop in Ontario and Quebec, prices at Montreal rose sharply during 
August and September of 1941. There was also a moderate increase in the price of hay at 
Toronto1  On the prairie markets there has been little chango. in reoont months and at 
Edmonton the price in September 1941 was $12.00 pr ton compared with $13,00 in the same 
month of 1940 0  In view of the reduced supply of hay and fod.dor available and the inoreaso 
in hay consuming animal units it would seem likely that the hay market will remain strong 
throughout the 1941-42 feeding season. 

PA STURES 

Pasture conditions at the end of September 1941 were 85 per cent of normal 
compared with 93 per cent at the end of September 1940. Pasture conditions in the 
Maritime Provinces, Manitoba and British Columbia were much improved over those at the and 
of September 1940, In Quebec, conditions were 9 points lower, and in Ontario conditions 
were 23 points lower 1  In the other provinces conditions were about the same as a year ago. 
During September 1941, pastures improved slightly, the conditiot figure rising from 83 to 
85. Notable improvement occurred in the four western provinces. 

THE FEED SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES 

The Bureau of Agricultural Econoinios of the United States Dei*rtment of 
Agriculture presented the following summary in the October issue of the Feed Situationt 

"Disappearance of feed grains during 1941-42 is epooted to be the groatost 
in recent years, With the result that total stocks carried over into 1942p43, although 
above average, probably will be smaller than those carried over this year. The carry-over 
of corn may be around 100 million bushels smaller next October 1 than on October 1 this 
year, The oats carry-over hoxt July 1. may be below the 1928.32 average, Combined 
disappearance of corn and oats during July-September was 20 percent greater than in the 
same quarter last year and 24 percent greater than the 1928-32 average. 



'a 



"The October 1 supply of feed grains (stocks of corn and oats on October 1, 
çlus production of corn, barley, and grain sorghuiiis) totaled 119 million tons, 10.8 
million tons of which were under seal or owned by the Government. Assuming a 5-percent 
increase in grain-consuming animals during 1941, the supply of feed grains per aninil 
unit is slightly smaller this year than last and 16 per cent above the 1928-32 average. 
The October 1 indicated production of corn was 2,626 million bushels, 102 million bushels 
greater than was indicated on September 1. The October 1 carry-over of corn was 632 
million, niakinS the total prospective supply 3,258 million bushels, the largest in 20 
years. Stocks of oats on October 1 were 100 million bushels smaller than a year earlier. 
The barley and grain sorghuxns crops were indicated on October 1 to be the largest on 
record. 

"Feed prices declined during the past month. No. 3 Yellow Corn declined 
7 cents per bushel at Chicago and No. 3 White Oats, 4 cents per bushel. No. 3 Barley at 
Mixmeapolis declined 12 cents per bushel. Iost of the byproduct feeds declinod, some as 
much as 5 to 8 dollars per ton. This decline in feed prices was partly seasonal, but 
also reflects changes in speculative demand and some slackening of demand for feeding. 
Prices of feed grains are somewhat higher than a year ago and will be supported both by a 
strong dennd during 1941-42 and by the higher loan rate on 1941 corn. 

"Feeding ratios continue favorable to livestock producers. The butterfat-
feed and the feed-egg price ratios, however, made loss than seasonal improvement from 
August to October.' 7  

Table 1 

Feed Grains: Production, Stocks, Total Supply and Supply per Grain-Consuming Animal, 
1918-19 to Date 

Supply per 
Total 	Grain-Consuming 	Grain-Consuming 

Crop Years 	Production iJ 	Stocks / 	Supply 	Animal Units 	Animal Unit 
0OO-Tons 	000-Tons 	000-Tons 	000 	Tons 

1918-19 10,943 297 11,240 14 1 452 .78 
1919-20 9,800 420 10,220 14,782 .69 
1920-21 12 1 311 214 12,525 14,051 .89 
1921-22 10,479 819 11,298 14 0 687 .77 
1922-23 12,320 352 12 1 672 14,929 .85 
1923-24 13,458 499 13,957 15 9 273 .91 
1924-25 10,845 969 11 9 814 16,028 .74 
1925-26 10,582 700 11,282 15 9 384 .73 
1926-2? 10,556 1,000 11,556 15,532 .74 
1927-28 11,549 541 12,090 15,581 .78 
1928-29 12 1 736 628 13 1 364 15,528 .86 
1929-30 8 1 893 1,150 10,043 15,647 .64 
1930-31 12,546 1,173 13,719 15 0 415 .89 
1931-32 8 $ 94 2,189 10,783 16,434 .66 
1932-33 10,100 832 10,932 16 9 702 .65 
1933-34 7,994 1 1 150 9 0 144 15,877 .58 
1934-35 8,419 906 9 1 325 15 9 850 .59 
1935-36 10,334 671 11 1 005 15,558 .71 
1936-37 7 1 637 1,010 8,647 16,117 .54 
1937-38 7,906 426 8,332 15,895 .52 
1938-39 10,382 514 10,896 15 2 202 .72 
1939-40 10,861 1,192 12,053 16 1 119 .'75 
1940-41 10,729 1,125 11 1854 17,676 .67 
1941-42 	/ 10638 1 1 00? 11645 18,032 .65 

/ Including Chats, Bane:-  Py, 	r 	ii - t, Peas, Iiixod 0-rains. 

&/ Including Oats, Barley, Rye. 
J Preliminary. 
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Table 2 

f 	 Feed Grnins: Exports and Imports / 
1914-15 to Date 

000 Tons 

Year 	Exports 	Imports 	Year 	Exports 	Imports 

1914-15 474 321 1927-28 1,211 479 
1915-16 1,218 268 1928-29 1,412 484 
1916-17 1,432 356 1929-30 148 480 

1917-18 768 223 1930-31 932 266 
1918-19 499 310 1931-32 901 269 
1919-20 704 338 1932-33 477 247 

1920-21 807 290 1933-34 280 185 

1921-22 1 0 001 445 1934-35 712 266 
1922-23 1,052 309 1935-36 527 173 
1923-24 1 $ 50 266 1936-37 701 584 

1924-25 1,534 244 1937-38 525 605 
1925-26 1,630 325 1938-39 694 298 

1926-27 1 1 319 459 1939-40 840 243 
1940-41 398 205 

/ Fiscal year 1914-15. 
Crop years 1915-16 to date 

Table 3 

Oats and Barloy: Exports and Imports 
Thousand Bushels 

Oats 	 Barley 

Ycar 	Exports 	Iriiports 	Exports 	Imports 

1935-36 11,981 339 7 0 676 	- 

1936j37 5,997 8 17 0 556 	- 

1937-38 4,77? 11,806 14 1 744 	1 

1938-39 9,603 3 1P 334 16 9 499 	2 

1939-40 15 0 812 1 12 0,148 	4 

1940-41 11 1 205 23 2,097 	- 

Table 4 

Index Numbers of Feed Prices and Prices of Live Stock and Live-Stock Products 
by Months, 1936-1941 

1926 = 100 

1936 	1937 	1938 	1939 	1940 	1941 

Month 	Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal Feed Animal 

January 	62.0 77.5 	91.2 82.1 	87.3 82.2 	59.5 81.6 	75.8 85.4 	69.6 90.0 
February 	61.3 77.8 	91.2 82.6 	89.4 81.1 	59.6 81.3 	76.6 85.0 	70.7 91.6 

1.arch 	62.6 76.0 	91.3 84.2 	86.6 81.6 	59.8 81.9 	75.5 84.9 	72.2 91.8 

pri1 	62.1 73.8 	92.4 86.3 	83.8 81.2 	61.5 81.1 	76.9 84.1 	74.3 92.2 
May 	59.9 73.0 	90.7 85.7 	81.7 81.7 	62.9 80.5 	73.6 84.3 	74.1 93.3 

June 	60.5 90.4 	89.5 81.4 	79.5 80.4 	61.4 75.9 	68.0 83.5 	75.7 94.3 
July 	69.9 71.6 	95.5 83.9 	72.9 80.9 	58.7 75,4 	66.0 83,9 	78.8 96.1 

August 	81.0 71.9 	82.5 855 	652,9 796 	5.2 75.4 62.2 83.5 84.7 97.9 
September 79.8 74.7 	81.7 88.8 	59.2 81.1 	67.5 81.8 	62.9 85.8 	94.8 99.6 

October 	78.3 76,2 	82.6 86.9 	58.9 81.0 	64.6 86.6 	66.1 87,3 	97,5 100.4 ./ 

November 	78.0 79.5 	81.3 87.4 57.6 82.1 	65.6 86.8 	68.2 91.0 

December 	86.3 80.8 	83.4 84.6 	58.2 82.6 	72.2 86.4 	67.9 91.6 

/ For .reek ending October 17. 
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Table 5 

J'x I rices - Fort William - Port Arthur Basis 

Crop Years 1936-37 to Date, by Months 

Cents per Bushel 

1936-37 	1937-38 	1938-39 	1939-40 	1940-41 	1941-42 

Oats No. 1 Food 

August 3 48 29 25 26 41 
September 40 48 26 33 28 44 
October 40 48 25 28 30 42 
November 42 43 25 28 32 
December 46 42 24 34 29 
January 51 46 26 36 31 
February 52 45 26 36 32 
March 54 45 26 35 34 
April 57 44 26 36 34 
May 53 44 28 33 32 
June 55 42 27 30 36 
July 59 38 23 28 37 

ar1ey No, 1 Feed 1/ 

August 30 58 38 32 32 48 
September 59 59 34 45 34 53 
Ootober 61 62 36 42 39 53 
November 62 59 34 42 44 
December 76 57 36 47 40 
January 84 62 36 49 43 
February 83 64 36 50 45 
March 81 59 35 49 51 
April 75 55 37 50 51 
May 71 56 40 39 47 
June 66 53 36 32 49 
July 72 46 33 32 52 

1/ Prior to August 1939- No 3 c;i0 

Table 6 

1 1-111feeds: Production of Bran, Shorts and Middlings 
1920-21 to Date 

Years ending Total Years ending Total 
July 31 Tons July 31 Tons 

1920-21 348 0 885 1930-31 562,932 
1921-22 541,015 1931-32 502,377 
1922-23 656 0 893 1932-33 510 0 028 
1923-24 709,685 1933-34 512,725 
1924-25 631,855 1934-35 491,040 
1925-26 654,087 1935-36 544 0 296 
1926-27 320,320 1936-37 525,006 
1927-28 385,242 1937-38 444 0 586 
''?28-29 758,366 1938-39 557 0 912 
1929-30 561,565 1939-40 656,205 

1940-41 682,854 

Table 7 

Millfeeds: F'roduction, Exports, Imports and Apparent Consumption 
Crop Years 1935-36 to l40-41 

Production Exports Imports 
Apparent 
Consumption 	-- 

Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1935-36 544,296 171,095 475 373,676 
1936-37 525,006 190,364 558 335,200 
1937-38 444 $ 86 48,052 5,617 402,151 
1938-39 557,912 173,276 1,156 385,792 
1939-40 656,205 276,072 579 380 8 712 
1940-41 682,854 300,997 2,405 384,262 
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Teb.e 8 

IioBur1cy iatio: 1 umber of 3uhe1s of 8r1€y Equva1ent in Price to  
100 Pounds of Bacon }og at 	Tlnnlpeg, 135 to 1941 

(Long-time average to 17.2) 

lonth 135 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 

January ...,., 17.3 28.7 10.0 15.1 29.4 20.5 21.4 
February ..... 18,5 28,9 10.2 15.1 3101 20.0 20.4 

arch 	.,, ......... 19.8 26,5 10.9 18 1 6 3111 20.5 17.6 

April 	....... 19.7 26.8 12,4 19.8 27.9 1819 17.7 
1:ay 23.5 27.1 12.6 20.9 25,2 24.2 21.0 

June 	......., 28.3 28.0 14.6 23,2 30.3 31.0 22.0 

July 29,6 20,3 14.4 29,6 348 31.? 23,1 

august 	. ...... 33.9 17.1 19.5 31.1 31.1 32.2 24,9 

Septes:ber 29.2 15.6 17019 34.1 22.3 31.3 22.1 
October 	........ 29.3 135 11.5 26.9 23.3 26,1 22.3 
lovenber 27.5 12.7 15.0 28,9 23.7 21.0 
eceniber 	....... 27,5 10.9 16 11 29.5 112 23.4 

Table 9 

Pastures: Condition at iut 31 and September 30 

1940 and 1941 

ugust 31 	Septeher 30 
Province 	1940 	1941 	1940 	1941 

Prince Ecard Island 80 106 86 104 

Nova Scotia 83 102 82 100 
New Brunswick 86 101 91 102 
quebec 	............. 93 82 91 82 

Ontario 	..........• 99 74 101 78 

ianitoba 	........... 80 93 88 104 

Saskitchewan 74 76 81 87 
Alberta .., 90 70 94 91 
L3riti.sh Co1urbia 86 92 88 102 

92 	83 	93 	85 

Table 10 

Hay and Fodder: Total Production in Canada and 
Production per Hay-Corsuminr Aniwal Unit, 1926-2? to 1)ate 

Production per 
ay and Fodder 	Hay-Consuming 	Hay-Consuming 

ProcTuction / 	Animal Units 	Animal Unit 

000-Tons 	000 	Tons - 

1926-27 25,372 10 1 466 2.42 

1927-28 26,968 10,197 2.64 

1928-29 26,212 10,057 2.61 
1929-30 23,089 10,108 2.28 

1930-31 24,692 10,177 2.42 

1931-32 22 1 424 10,372 2.16 

1932-33 21 9 522 10 9 824 1 1 9 

1933-34 19,166 11 1 004 1.74 

1934-35 18 9 119 11,075 1.64 

1935-36 22,024 10,981 2.01 
1936-37 19 1 907 10 9 892 1.83 

1937-38 20,832 10 9 899 1091 

1938-39 21,946 10 9,583 2.07 

199-40 ...... 21,596 10 1 552 2.05 

1940-41 22 1 729 10,670 2.13 

1941-42 20,809 	/ 10,884 1.91 

/ Including - t and Olo'er, odder norn, !lflf 'r±1 Crin ay. 
/ Preliminary. 
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