Published by suthority of the HON, V. D, cULEK, ii.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COM IZXiCE N =
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA [V
INTURNAL TR DE BRANCH | ¢y

(Issued karch 31, 1937)

Dominion Statistician Re H, Coats, L., B.REHCL, TS 8% Dhans)
Chief, Internal Trade Branch Herbert Marshall, B,A., F.S.5.
Prices Statistician: H. F. Greenway, il.A,

WEEKLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICLS, 1936-1937
(1926=100)

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number of wholesale prices, on the
base 1926=100, advanced from 85,2 for the week ending March 19 to 86.3 for the week ending
Marchhgﬁj Increases occurred in Vegetable Products, Wood, Iron and Non-I'errous hetals
while Animal Products was the only group to show a reduction, Manitoba llo, 1 Northem
wheat closed over 9 cents per bushel above the previous week and the index for grains
topped the 1926 level. Copper continued to mount and British Columbia lumber made further
substantial gains,

Vegetable Products rose from 90.1 to 92.5., Potatoes declined for the sixth
successive week and scattered reductions werc noted for canncd fruits, but fresh fruits,
grains, milled products, raw rubber and sugar showcd incrcascs. Available vheat supplies
are being rapidly depleted under insistent European demand and the possibility of an
export curtailment by one or more of the whecat exporting countrics is receiving scrious
attention. Livestock prices were moderately higher and frosh mecats and fats were fim,
but decreasevs in fish and eggs cxerted a predominant influence upon the index for Animal
Products which declined from 75.5 to 75.4« Softness in raw cotton and raw silk was not
of sufficient importancec to move the index for Tuxtiles which remaincd at 73.6, but Wood
Products increased from 75.2 to 77.1 because of strength in spruce, Uritish Columbia fir
and cedar. The rapid increase in prices of racific forcst products has been a feature
of the Wood group. The index for British Columbia fir rosc to 115.7, a pain of 21.3
points since the first of the year, while the index for Lritish Golumbia ccdar climbed
to 118.7 for a gain of 30.5 points in the samc period. liigher prices for pipe moved the
index for Iron from 101.9 to 102.6, and Lion-lcrrous iictals mountcd from 97.2 to 97.4 when
increases in copper, tin and zinc proved of groater conscquence than declings in silver
and lead, The copper index showed a rise of 99,2 points since the beginning of December,
having moved from 73.8 to 113,0., ilo chanjus toock place in iloi-hutallic ilincrals or
Chemicals, which remained at 85.4 and 8l.5 rusp.ctively.

Canadian Parm Products inercascd from 89.8 to 92,1, i'i¢ld Products moved
from 92.9 to 96.4 largely becausc of strength in grains, whilc Animal Products rose from
84,6 to 84.8 when a gain in livestock proved of more conscquence than a decline in eggse.
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INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO THEIR CHIEF COLI\.NENT MATERIALS -
1. Vegetable Products seeescscesscscsens 135 66,4 68.1 886 90.1 925
(grains, fruits, etc,)
II. Animals and Their Products ,eceesaees 76 604 “"7445 - 7540 - FSkbk  Toks
III, Pibres, Textiles and Textile
PrOducts s ees et ser Rt g vennEal 85 69.7 75.0 75.5 75.6 75.6
Vi Wood, Wood Products and Paper seseees 49 B7W9 . 789 —74ue - RBR2 st
V. Iron and Its Pmducts esevennecscnnte 44 8’7.5 95.4 95.6 101.9 102.6
Vi, Non-Ferrous Metals and Their
Pmducts P R Y] 18 69.3 94’.5 98.6 97.2 97.4
Vilshia Non-Metallic Minerals and Their
P!‘Oduots [T Y R R R N 83 8509 8509 85.9 85.4 85.4‘
VIII. Chemicals and Allied Products .eecesns ki 772"~ 80.F ~80,1 8lss |“EisE

CANADIAN FiRM PRODUCTS seveescssesanrrascsas 70 64,6 87.1. 88.4 898 Y25
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