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WEEKLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WFOLESALE PRICES, 1938-1939
(1926=100)

The inertness which has characterized wholesale commodity price movements
g8ince last September was still apparent in the week ending March 10 and the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics’ index remained unchanged from the previous week at 73.2. Influenced
by a slight weakness in grains the Vegetable group declined from 60.4 to 60.3, but this
was offset by increases in Textiles and Non-Ferrous Metals which moved from 65.9 to 66.2
and 69.7 to 70.1 respectively.

Although more sensitive %o week-by-week market behaviour,the Bureau's index
of Industrial Material Prices moved but 0.1 higher to 64.7, bringing the net gain
since the beginning of September to 0.5. No change occurred in the Stable index which
stood at 87.8, but the Sensitive group moved from 52.6 to 52.8, stimulated by firmer
prices for manufacturing materials. The index for Manufacturi ng Materials mounted from
51.1 to 51.3, whem higher quotations for rosin, hemp and several of the non-ferrous
metals proved of greater importance than reductions in raw rubber and raw silk. The
Food Materials index remained at 56.8 as decreases in wheat, omts and steers cancelled
edvances in raw sugar and bacon hogs.

Canadian Farm Products rose frecm 64.9 to 65.0. Field Products was unchanged
at 54.8, but Animal Products advanced from 81.8 to 82.0, due largely to increases in
hides and eggs.
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