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WEEKLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES, 1940-1941

General wholesale commodity prices continued to rise during the week ending
February 28, and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics index, on the base 1926100, advanced
from 85.1 for the weck cnding Fobruary 21 to 85.3. Of the cight major groups comprising
the index, Vogctablo Products, Animal Products, Iron and Non-Motallic Minerals moved
higher, whilc the romaining four groups werc unchanged. Grains, livestock, frosh meats,
outter, raw cotton and scrap iron were among the commodities to show increases, while
lower quotations ruled for potatoes, fish, furs, cheese, eggs and tin ingots.

A further sharp increase in industrial material prices carried this index, on
the base August 1939-100, from 124,9 for the week ending February 2l to 125.8 for the
week ending Fobruary 28. The Stable price group responded to higher quotations for iron
and steel scrap and rosec from 118.5 to 119.5. The Sensitive price section advanced from
129.“ to 130.3, as both Manufacturing and Food Materials moved to higher lovels. The
former increased from 127.5 to 127.8, when a reduction in tin ingots failed to offset
advances in rosin, raw cotton and raw silk, while Food Materials mounted from 13&.2 to
136.7, due to firmer prices for wheat, oats, steers and hogs.

Canadian Farm Products rose from 68.2 to 68.4. Field Products moved from
54,6 to 54,7, when increases in grain, onions and hay proved of more importance than a
decline in potatoes. Animal Products advanced from 91.0 to 9lel4, as higher quotations
for livestock and hides outweighed a decrease 1n eggs.,

Percentage Changes in Principal Commodities Between the Weeks
of Pebruary 21 and 28.

Increases: oats 4.3, butter 3.0, steers 2,3, fresh meats 1.7, Traw
cotton 1,1, hogs 0.8, wheat 0.7, stcel and iron scrap

0.6.
Decreasos: potatoez 7.9, cheese 1.6, furs 1.1, tin ingots 0.7,
oggr 0-.0,
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GENERAL WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES see. 567 82.8 8540 85.0 85.1 85.3
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