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INDEX NUMBERS AD PRICZS OF MANUFACTURED AND NATURAL FUEL GAS
USED FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES, 1913 = 1933.

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index of manufactured fuel gas used for
domestic consumption declined slightly in 1933, being 94.4 as compared with 94,5 in
1932 (1926%100). The corresponding index for natural fucl gas showed a more appre-
ciable drop, from 94.3 in 1932 to 93.9 in 1933,

Manufacturcd gas prices have tendod downward sincec 1921 when the index was
109.4. Considcred over a period of years the prices of natural gas have fluctuated
more than the manufactured product. From 1913 to 1925 o fairly stcady advance in
natural gas rates took place, but subscquontly the index deelined until 1930, The
tendency in 1931 and 1932 was upward, whilc a doclinc as noted was registered for 1933,

The index for natural gas is morc than 60 par cont. above its 1913 level,
while that for manufacturcd gas is not quite 24 per cont. higher, Priccs for manu-
facturcd gas arc, of coursc, considcrably higher than thosc for the natural product.

The following redictions werc noted in manufactured fuel gas ycar—end rates
for 1933, The pricc at @uclph fcll from .90¢ in 1932 to .70¢ net per thousand cubic
feet in 1933, and from $1.00 to .95¢ at Kitchener. Quotations at Waterloo dropped
from $1.20 to $3.15. The only advancc recorded was at Oshawa, where the rate rosc
from $1.45 in 1932 to $1.76 for 1933,

The only change noted in natural gas rates was at Chatham, Ontario, where
the pricc advanced from .50¢ = .75¢ por thousand cubic fcot net in 1932 to $1.35 in
1933. This appoars rather strange in view of the fact that the index for natural gas
showed a docline, but it must bc borne in mind that these arc year-end prices, and
alsc that the ra%tc of the first thousand cubic fect of gas may reglster an advance,
while the typical bill, on which the index is based, may show a decline.

The tebles whichk follow give year-end priccs for both manufacturci and
natural fucl gas from 1913 to 1933. Thcy contain also index numbers covering the
samo period for both types of fuel gas bascd on average prices in 1926 and 1913,
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