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The Dominien Bureau of Statistics index numbep of prices for manufectured
fuel gas used by domestic consumers in Ganada again fell elightly in 1934 to 9Y,2,
as compared with 94s} in 1933 (1926+100). Since 1921, when the index stoed at 109.4,
it has declined without interruption to the present level, The cdrregponding index
for natural gas consumed as domestic fuel was 93.4 as against 93.9 in 1933. This ine
dex gradually declined from a peak of 104.0 in 1925 to & low point of 92,5 1in 1930,
8light advances occurred in 1931 and 1932, after which the index again receded.

THe percentage of change in natural gas rates since 1926 has been in
1ine roughly with that rggtered by matufaotured gas. Previous to that time the
price of manufaegtured gas ted within much narrower limite than natural gab.

Actual prices folganufectured are, of course, materially highe? than thése for
natural gas.

‘ £t 18 interesting to note that the decline registered by coal prites
fram 1927 tb 1932, cotresponfied closely with that shown for manufectuted gas, &n 1933
& sharp decline in coal occurred, which was not fully reflected in t3§p gas index. Both
groups recorded slightly lower prices in 1934. Ooke prices, on the Whele, Bhowdd
greater recessiond thdn the two group¥ mentioned from 1927 to 1933, the oniy exé
being for the year 1929, when a slighl advance took place. Highey prises semsed
coke index to rise sharply in 193k,

Price decreases for manufactured gas werc few in number and small in
emount. 4t Guslph, the net price per thousend cubic feet, fell from 704 to 65¢, and
at Seult Ste. Marie from $1.60 to $1.54.

No price ohangee occurred in natursl gas with regard to the first
thousand cubic feet. However, as indexes are reckoned from typical bills, rather
than fram the cost of the first thousand oubic feet of gas8, & decline in the bily for
Windsor, Ontaric, which more than offset an advance in that for Chatham, Ontarie, caused
the dowmnward trend as noted in the final index for both the Dominion and Ontaris.

In the tables which follow, yearly prices for both manufactured end
natural fuel gas are given from 1913 to 1934 for Canadian cities where consumption
ie censlderable. Index numbers of prices may also be found based upon rates in 191%
and rates in 1926.
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