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The data presented in this report refer 
to Canadian wholesale merchants and do not 
include the business transactions of manu-
facturers' sales branches, assemblers of pri-
mary products, agents and brokers, and petro-
leum bulk tank plants and truck distributors. 
These seasonally unadjusted estimates are 
based on the returns of a sample of firms in 
all kinds of business in all regions. They 
are subject to periodic revisions to account 
for new businesses (births) and finns going 
out of business (deaths). They are also 
adjusted to a census base following each 
quinquennial census. 

Data are shown for twenty-four kinds of 
business groups as well as two residual 
categories. The composition of each kind of 
business group is described in the December 
1972 issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net 8ales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected, and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month estimated 
dollar value of inventories, at cost, owned 
by wholesale merchants and stock-sales ratios. 

Merchandising and Services 
Division 

Las donndes prsentées ici ont trait aux 
grossistes canadiens et ne a 'appliquent pas aux 
operations cotmuerciales des succursales de vente 
des fabricants, des internndiaires en produits 
primaires, des agents at courtiers et des stoc-
kistes et distributeurs par cainion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non ddsaisonnalisdes 
sont fondées sur lea déclarat ions d'un échantillon 
d'entreprises faisant partie de tous les genres 
de comerce dana toutes lea regions. Elles sont 
sujettes A des rectifications périodiques pour 
tenir coinpte des creations et des disparitions 
d'entreprises. Elles sont aussi rajustees aprés 
chaque recensemant quinquennal. 

Lea chiffres portent sur vingt-quatre genres 
de ccxmaerce définis et sur deux categories rCsi-
duelies. La composition de cheque genre de com-
merce eat décrite dana le ntnnéro de décembre 1972 
du present bulletin. 

La Tableau 1 donne des estimations des ventes 
nettes (ventes brutes moms lea rendus et lea 
rabais), y compris lea taxes de vente perçues et 
lea autres recettes d'emcploitation. Las chiffres 
n'ont pea été rectifids pour tenir compte des 
changemnents de prix ni de l'inégalité des mois. 

La Tableau 2 montre is valeur estimative, au 
prix coOtant, des stocks que possèdent lea gros-
sistes en fin de mois ainsi que les rapports 
stocks /ventes. 

Division du coninerce 
et des services 
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TABLE 1. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 

February - Février 

Kind of business group 
	Sales - Ventes 	Change 

1973 / 1972 

1972 	1973 	Variation 

1 1 Total, all trades ........................ 
2 	Total, all trades, excluding grain ....... 

	

1,915,261 	2,288,593 	+ 19.5 

	

1,842,634 	2,141,975 	1 	+ 16.2 

3 994,478 1,103,664 + 	11.0 

4 Automotive parts and accessories 109,697 128,877 + 	17.5 

5 38,124 47,540 + 	24.7 

6 50,968 50,510 - 	0.9 

7 

Motor vehicles ........................ 

23,338 23,758 + 	1.8 

8 Footwear 	.............................. 8,593 9,272 + 	7.9 

9 Other textiles and clothing 59,356 67,725 + 	14.1 
accessories. 

10 Household electrical appliances 38,392 40,888 + 	6.5 
11 

Constmier goods trades ................... 

Tobacco, confectionery and soft 78,304 82,140 + 	4.9 
drinks. 

12 

Drugs and drug sundries ............... 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 40,936 42,860 + 	4.7 

13 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 

55,933 67,119 + 	20.0 

14 25,450 26,850 + 	5.5 

15 Groceries and food specialties 325,241 349,960 + 	7.6 

16 

Meat and dairy products ............... 

46,727 52,754 + 	12.9 

17 
Hardware .............................. 
Consmr goods residual ............... 93,418 113,410 + 	21.4 

18 920,783 1,184,929 + 	28.7 

19 4,15 3 3,438 - 	17.2 

20 

Floor coverings ....................... 

72 , 62 7 146,618 + 101.9 

21 

Coal and coke .........................

Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 37,264 42,556 + 	14.2 
tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

22 Other construction materials and 221,719 284,909 + 	28.5 
supplies including lumber. 

23 

Industrial goods trades ................. 

44,274 69,289 + 	56.5 

24 

Grain 	................................. 

Industrial and transportation equip- 180,230 228,352 + 	26.7 
mont and supplies. 

25 

Farm machinery ........................

Coninercial, institutional and service 47,385 61,553 + 	29.9 

equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper 35,951 38,863 + 	8.1 
products. 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 28,756 30,682 + 	6.7 
mont and supplies. 

28 99,202 111,800 + 	12.7 

29 Junk 	and scrap 	....................... 38,281 48,273 + 	26.1 

30 

Iron and steel ........................

Industrial goods residual ............. 10,940 118,595 + 	6.9 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 

figures. 



1,806,301 
6,162 

128,258 
74,242 

449,044 

3 ,245 
3" 5,068 

2,1l6 

9 ,671 

53,786 

.u6,402 
67,108 

219,199 

	

2,347 ,693 
	

+ 30.0 

	

5,742 	- 	6.8 

	

274,174 
	

+ 113.8 

	

85,894 	+ 15.7 

	

574,749 
	

+ 28.0 

	

135,252 	+ 58.7 

	

452,494 	+ 27.4 

	

119,300 	+ 29.5 

80,103 + 15.0 

59,692 + 11.0 

222,431 + 7.8 
85,459 + 27.3 

252,403 + 15.1 

Biens 	industriels 	........................ 18 
19 Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................ 
20 

Fournitures pour canalisations Cisc- 21 
triques; matCriaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

Céréales 	............................... 

Autres matCriaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

23 Machines 	agricoles 	.................... 
Materiel et fournitures pour 	in- P 24 

dustrie et les transports. 
Materiel et fournitures a l'usage 25 
des corces, des Ctabiisse- 
ments et des services. 

Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

Materiel et fournitures scientifi- 27 
ques et professionnels. 

28 Fer 	et 	acier 	.......................... 
29 Vieilleries et 	rebuts 	................. 

Autres biens industriels 	.............. 30 
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TABLEAU 1. ivaluation provisoire des ventes de gros et variations procentuelles 

January - February 

Janvier - F&vrier 

Sales - Ventes 	Change 

1973/ 1972 

1972 	 1973 	 Variation 

$ 1 000 

Genre de coesserce 

4,497,669 + 21.2 1 

4,223,495 + 17.9 Total, tons ccsiwierces, sauf céréales 	..... 2 

2,149,977 + 12.8 
243,075 + 17.4 Pièces et accessoires d'autotmobiles 4 
95,236 + 20.9 

104,591 + 3.2 Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 
divers. 

40,493 -f 8.8 
12,200 + 8. ]. 

Total, 	tons 	conrces 	...................... 

119,428 + 8.0 

Biens 	de consosuation 	...................3 

Aucres accessoires tissés et yes- 9 
timentairea. 

95,617 - 19.0 Appareils ménagers et électriques 10 
166,616 + 8.0 

Véhicules 	automobiles 	.................5 

Tabacs, confiserie et boissous ga- 11 
zeusee. 

86,144 + 8.9 

Vetements et accessoires 	..............7 
Chaussures 	............................8 

12 
136,681 + 24.7 13 
49,102 + 9.8 14 

687,220 + 11.3 

Fruits et 	legumes 	frais 	............... 
Viandes et produits laitiers 	.......... 

fpicerie et spécialités alimentai- 15 
Couvertures de plancher 	............... 

res. 
94,888 + 9.8 16 

218,687 + 16.6 
Quincaillerie 	......................... 
Autres biens de consoation .......... 17 

3,712,036 

3,583,778 

1,905,734 
207,082 
78,785 

101,324 

37,214 
11,282 

110,597 

80,362 
154,203 

79,105 
109,648 
44,699 

617,495 

86,438 
187,500 

Nota: Lea chiffres ayant etC arrondjs, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentages 
ont etC calculés d'après les chiffres non arrondis, 



2,037,126 2,415,006 + 18.5 
2,825 1,692 - 40.1 

32,779 28,263 - 13.8 
69,467 87,289 + 25.7 

	

620,432 
	

820,007 
	

4- 32.2 

	

119,805 
	

120,557 
	+ 0.6 

	

558,612 
	

649,442 
	

+ 16.3 

	

132,905 
	

146,899 
	+ 10.5 

58,478 65,504 

69,057 84,855 

163,209 160,324 
32,263 39,986 
177,295 210,187 

Percentages were calcul 

+ 12.0 

+ 22.9 

- 1.8 
+ 23.9 
+ 18.5 

on unrounded 
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TABLE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, Percentage Changes and Stock-sales Ratios 

I 	 I 

February - Février 

Kind of business group Inventories - Stocks Change 

1973/1972 

Variation 1972 1973 

No .  ________________  
- $'oOo 

1 3,581,957 4,191,466 + 17.0 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain 3,549,178 4,163,203 + 17.3 

3 1,544,831 1,776,460 + 15.0 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 320,659 361,110 + 12.6 
5 l0l882 139,142 + 36.6 
6 

Total, 	all 	trades 	......................... 

65,916 + 	5.9 

7 30,440 + 	3.8 

8 

Consumer goods trades 	................... 

12,466 + 	2.0 

9 

Motor 	vehicles 	........................ 
Drugs and drug sundries 	...............62,263 

Other textiles and clothing 83,646 99,824 + 19.3 
accessories. 

10 

Clothing and furnishings 	..............29,336 
Footwear 	..............................12,217 

Household electrical appliances 70,790 83,441 + 17.9 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 72,150 74,654 + 	3.5 

drinks. 
12 Fresh fruits and vegetables 13,888 18,696 + 34.6 
13 48,102 + 40.5 
14 78,803 + 	5.5 
15 

Meat and dairy products 	............... 34,232 

Groceries and food specialties 314,642 368,713 + 17.2 

16 

Floor coverings 	....................... 74,705 

119,827 130,141 + 	8.6 

17 
Hardware 	.............................. 
Consumer goods residual ............... 234,594 265,013 + 13.0 

18 	Industrial goods trades ................ 
19 	Coal and coke ........................ 
20 	Grain ................................ 
21 	Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 

tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

22 	Other construction materials and 
supplies including lumber. 

23 	Farm machinery ....................... 
24 	Industrial and transportation equip- 

ment and supplies. 
25 	Coninercial, institutional and service 

equipment and supplies. 

26 	Newsprint, paper and paper 
products. 

27 	Scientific and professional equip- 
ment and supplies. 

28 	Iron and steel ....................... 
29 	Junk and scrap ....................... 
30 	Industrial goods residual ............ 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to r 
figures. 

(1) Insufficient data. 
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TABLEAU 2. EvaluAtion provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports 8tOCkS/Ventes 

February - Février 

Stock-sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 	Genre de come rce 

1972 
	

1973 

No 

183.1 1 

194.4 Total, tous comerces, sauf cérdales 2 

161.0 3 
280.2 Pieces et accessoires d'automobiles 4 
292.7 

Total, 	tous 	comerces 	....................... 

5 
130.5 Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 

divers. 
128.1 7 
134.4 8 
147.4 

Biens 	de 	consoTmnation 	..................... 

Autres accessoiree tissds et yes- 9 
timentaires. 

204.1 Appareils ménagers et électriques 10 
90.9 

Véhicules 	automobiles 	................... 

Vtements et accessoires ................ 
Chaussures 	.............................. 

Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 
zeuses. 

43.6 12 
71.7 

Fruits 	et 	legumes 	frais 	............... 
Viandes et produits laitiera .........13 

293.5 14 
105.4 Epicene et spécialités alimentai- 15 

Couvertures de 	plancher 	............... 

re s. 

246.7 Quincaillenie 	........................16 
233.7 Autres biens de consonatjon .........17 

221.2 203.8 18 
68.0 49.2 

Biens 	industniels 	....................... 
19 

45.1 19.3 20 
186.4 205.1 Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 

triques; matériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

279.8 287.8 

Charbon et 	coke 	....................... 
Cdréales 	.............................. 

Autres matdniaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

70.6 174.0 23 
09.9 284.4 

Machines 	agricoles 	.................... 
Materiel et fournitures pour Pin- 24 

dustrie et lea transports. 
:50.5 238.7 Materiel et fournitures A l'usage 25 

des comerces, des établisse- 
ments et des services. 

162.7 168.6 Papier Journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

276.6 Materiel et fournitures scientifi- 27 
ques et professionnels. 

64.5 143.4 28 
4.3 82.8 29 

159.8 177.2 

Fer 	et 	acier 	.......................... 
Vieilleries 	et 	rebuts 	................. 
Autres biena industriels 	.............. 30 

Nota: Les chiffres ayant étd arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. 	Lee pourcentages out 
ete calculés d'après lea chiffres non arrondis. 

(1) Donndee ineuffisantes. 

7. 

187.0 

192.6 

155.3 
292.3 
267.2 
122.2 

125.7 
142.2 
140.9 

184.4 
92.1 

33.9 
61.2 

293.5 
96.7 

256.4 
251.1 
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