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The data presented in this report refer 
to Canadian wholesale merchants and do not 
include the business transactions of manu-
facturers' sales branches, assemblers of pri-
mary products, agents and brokers, and petro-
leum bulk tank plants and truck distributors. 
These estimates, which are not seasonally ad-
justed, are based on the returns of a sample 
of firms in all kinds of business in all re-
gions. They are subject to periodic revi-
sions to account for new businesses (births) 
and firms going out of business (deaths). 
They are also adjusted to a census base fol-
lowing each quinquennial census. 

Data are shown for twenty-four kinds of 
business groups as well as two residual 
categories. The composition of each kind of 
business group is described in the December 
1974 issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net sales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected, and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month estimated 
dollar value of inventories, at cost, owned 
by wholesale merchants, and stock-sales ratios. 
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Les données présentées ici ont trait aux 
grossistes canadiens et ne s'appliquent pas aux 
operations commerciales des sUccursales de vente 
des fabricants, des intermddiaires en produits 
primaires, des agents et courtiers et des stoc-
kistes et distributeurs par cansion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non désaisonnalisées 
sont fondées sur les declarations d'un échantillon 
d'entreprises faisant partie de tous les genres 
tie commerce dans toutes les regions. Elles sont 
sujettes a des rectifications periodiques pour 
tenir compte des creations et des disparitions 
d'entreprises. Elles sont aussi rajustees après 
chaque recensement quinquennal. 

Les chiffres portent sur vingt-quatre genres 
de commerce ddfinis et sur deux categories rési-
duelles. La composition de chaque genre de com-
merce est décrite darts le numéro de ddcembre 1974 
du present bulletin. 

Le tableau 1 donne des estimations des ventes 
nettes (ventes brutes moms lea rendus et les 
rabais), y compris les taxes de vente perçues et 
lea autres recettes d'exploitation. Les chiffres 
n'ont pas ete rectifiCs pour tenir compte des 
changements de prix ni de l'inégalite des mois. 

Le tableau 2 montre la valeur estimative, au 
prix coOtant, des stocks que possedent les gros-
sistes en fin de mois ainsi que les rapports 
stocks /ventes. 
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TABLE 1. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 

Kind of business group 

No 

1 	T 	all trades ........................ 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain ....... 

January - Janvier 

Sales - Ventes 
Change 
1977/1976 
Variation 

1976 	1977 

$'000 	 z 

	

3,464,537 	3,665,423 	+ 5.8 

	

3,113,868 	3,385,9 	1 	+ 8.7 

3 1,566,945 1,688,575 + 	7.8 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 151,389 164,711 + 	8.8 
5 64,951 72,420 + 11.5 
6 87,899 92,646 + 	5.4 

7 

Motor vehicles 	........................ 

22,891 25,523 + 11.5 
8 

Drugs and drug sundries ...............

Footwear .............................. 3,361 6,510 + 93.7 
9 Other textiles and clothing 60,902 57,491 - 	5.6 

accessories. 
10 Household electrical appliances 88,570 101,501 + 14.6 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 126,795 192,475 + 51.8 

drinks. 
12 Fresh fruits and vegetables 62,715 67,356 + 	7.4 
13 66,435 72,879 + 	9.7 
14 

Consumer goods trades ................... 

29,998 28,288 - 	5.7 
15 Groceries and food specialties 553,632 564,705 + 	2.0 
16 Hardware 	.............................. 59,471 60,898 + 	2.4 
17 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 

Consumer goods residual ............... 187,936 181,170 - 	3.6 

18 1,897,591 1,976,848 + 	4.2 
19 

Meat and dairy products ............... 
Floor coverings 	....................... 

Coal and coke ......................... 7,594 4,989 - 34.3 
20 350,669 279,483 - 20.3 
21 Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 54,514 52,388 - 	3.9 

Industrial goods trades 	................. 

don materials, apparatus and 

Grain 	................................. 

equipment. 
22 Other construction materials and 416,574 431,987 + 	3.7 

supplies including lumber. 
23 Farm machinery 	........................ 135,040 134,500 - 	0.4 
24 Industrial and transportation 	equip- 357,587 444,838 + 24.4 

ment and supplies. 
25 Commercial, institutional and service 76,625 80,533 + 	5.1 

equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products .. 68,122 72,890 + 	7.0 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 37,729 40,068 + 	6.2 
merit and supplies. 

28 151,392 156,236 + 	3.2 
29 40,957 53,449 + 30.5 
30 

Iron and steel 	........................ 
Junk and scrap ........................ 

00,790 225,487 + 12.3 

Note: Components may not add to to 	to rounding. Percentages were calculated on unrounded 
figures. 
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TABLEAU 1. Ivaluation provisoire des ventes de gros et variations procentuelles 

January - Janvier 

Sales - Ventes 
	 Genre de coterce 

Change 
1977/1976 
Variation 

1976 	1 	1977 

N0  
$ , 000 
	 z 

Total, tous coumierces .................... 	1 

Total, tous conerces, sauf céréales ..... 	2 

Blens de consommation .................. 	3 
Pièces et accessoires d'automobiles 

	
4 

Véhicules automobiles ................ 	5 
Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 

	
6 

divers. 
Vtements et accessoires ............. 	7 
Chaussures ........................... 	8 
Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 	9 

timentaires. 
Appareils ménagers et électrIques 

	
10 

Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 	11 
zeuses. 

Fruits et legumes frais .............. 	12 
Viandes et produits laitiers ......... 	13 
çouvertures de plancher .............. 	14 
Epicene et spécialités alimentaires 	15 
Quincaillerie ........................ 	16 
Autres biens de consommation ......... 17 

Biens industriels ...................... 	18 
Charbonet coke ...................... 	19 
Céréales ............................. 	20 
Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 	21 

triques; matérlaux, apparetis et 
materiel de construction. 

Autres matériaux et fournitures de 
	

22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

Machines agricoles ................... 	23 
Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 	24 

dustrie et les transports. 
Materiel et fournitures è l'usage 

	
25 

des commences, des établissements 
et des services. 

Papier journal, papier et produits 
	

26 
en papier. 

Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 
	

27 
et professionnels. 

Per et acier ......................... 	28 
Vieillenies et rebuts ................ 	29 
Autres biens industriels ............. 30 

rrespondent pas toujours. Lea pourcentages 
S. 

. 

Cumulative figure8 will appear 
here In subsequent issues. 

Les chiffres cumulatifs !tr0n1t 
ici nans jes numeros uj.cerieurs. 

C 	Nut a: lu; chiffres ayant été arrondis, lea totaux me Co 
out été calculés d'après lea chlffres non arrondi 
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TABLE 2. Prellrninur' Pntirnat€'s 	Whoesa1e Inventories, Percentage Chonges and Ctc , 	1:-a 1'.S Rat ins 

January - Janvier 

Kind of business group 
	

Inventories - Stocks 
Change 

1977/ 1976 
Variation 

1976 	I 	1977 

No 

1 6,235,645 7,137,288 + 	14.5 

2 Total, all trades, 	excluding grain ......... 6,205,221 7,074,247 + 	14.0 

3 

Total, 	all 	trades 	.......................... 

2,398,734 2,685,438 + 	12.0 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 495,416 506,635 + 	2.3 
5 132,516 174,789 + 	31.9 
6 83,256 96,674 + 	16.1 

7 34,193 66.864 + 	95.5 
8 16,248 23,663 + 	45.6 
9 Other textiles and clothing 146,902 163,334 + 	11.2 

Consumer goods 	trades 	.................... 

accessories. 
10 85,761 98,525 + 	14. 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 157,072 187,692 + 	19. . 

Motor 	vehicles 	............................ 

drinks. 
12 

Drugs and drug sundries 	................... 

23,978 30,679 + 	27.9 
13 

Clothing and furnishings 	................... 

54,895 65,459 + 	19.2 
14 

Household electrical appliances 	........... 

140,550 159,721 + 	13.6 
15 

Footwear 	................................... 

593,775 623,789 + 	5.1 
16 157,457 171,171 + 	8.7 
17 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 	................. 
Meat and dairy products 	..................... 
Floor 	coverings 	........................... 
Groceries and food specialties 	............ 
Hardware 	.................................. 

276,715 316,443 + 	14.4 

18 3,836,911 4,451,850 + 	16.0 
19 3,723 3.346 - 	 10.1 
20 

Industrial goods trades ..................
Coal and coke ..........................
Grain .................................. 30,424 63,041 + 107.2 

21 Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 149,684 148,304 - 	 0.9 
tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

22 Other construction materials and 1,113,517 1,388,997 + 	24.7 
supplies including lumber. 

23 Farm machinery 	........................ 132,711 179,704 + 	35.4 
24 

Consumer goods residual 	.................. 

Industrial and transportation equip- 1,197,980 1,429,859 + 	19.4 
ment and supplies. 

25 Coiercial, institutional and service 236,387 245,658 + 	3.9 
equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 118,789 120,998 + 	1.9 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 107,741 110,644 + 	2.7 
ment and supplies. 

28 Iron 	and 	steel 	........................ 260. 302 243,506 - 	 6.5 
29 66,125 73,940 + 	11.8 
30 

Junk and scrap ................... .... .. 
Industrial goods residual ........ ...... 419,528 443,853 + 	5.° 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 
figures. 

(1) Insufficient data, 

I 

I 
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TABLEAU 2. evaluation provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports stocks/ventes 

January - Janvier 

Stock/sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 

1976 	1977 

Genre de commerce 

180.0 194.7 1 

199.3 208.9 2 

153.1 159.0 3 
327.3 307.6 Pièces et accessoirs d'automobilee 4 
204.0 241.4 5 
94.7 104.3 

Biens de consoimsation 	.................... 

Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 

Total, 	tous commerces 	...................... 

Total, tous commerces, sauf cëréales ....... 

divers. 
149.4 262.0 7 
483.4 363.5 8 
2412 284.1 

Véhiculea automobiles 	.................. 

Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 9 
timentaires. 

• 	96.8 
23.9 

97.1 
95.7 

Chaussures 	............................. 

Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 
10 
11 

zeuses. 
38.2 45.5 12 
82.6 89.8 13 

468.5 564.6 

Vétements et accessoires 	............... 

14 
107.3 110.5 picerie et spécialités alimentaires 15 
264.8 281.1 

Appareils ménagers et électriquea ...... 

16 
147.2 174.7 

Fruits et legumes frais 	................ 
Viandes et produits laitiers ........... 
Couvertures de plancher 	................ 

17 

202.2 225.2 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 
Autres biena de consonimation ........... 

18 
49.0 67.1 

Biens 	industriels 	........................ 
19 

8.7 22.6 Céréalea 	............................... 20 
274.6 283.1 Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 

Charbon et 	coke 	........................ 

triques; matériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

267.3 321.5 Autres matérlaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

98.3 133.6 Machines agricoles 	..................... 23 
335.0 321.4 Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 

dustrie et lea transports. 
308.5 305.0 Materiel et fournitures è i'usage 25 

dee commerces, des Ctablissements 
et des services. 

174.4 166.0 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

285.6 276.1 Materiel et fournitures scientifiquee 27 
et professionnels. 

71.9 155.9 28 
61.5 138.3 29 
08.9 196.8 

Fer 	et 	acier 	........................... 
Vieilleries et rebuts 	.................. 
Autres biens industriels 	............... 30 

Not: 	I; chif free ayant eta arrondis, lea totaux me correspondent pas toujours. 	Lee pourcentagee out 
été calculés d'après lea chiffres non arrondie. 

(1) Donn€es insuffisantes. 
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