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The data presented in this report re-
fer to Canadian wholesale merchants and do 
not include the business transactions of 
manufacturers' sales branches, assemblers of 
primary products, agents and brokers and 
petroleum bulk tank plants and truck dis-
tributors. These estimates, which are not 

.  seasonally adjusted, are based on the re-
turns of a sample of firms in all kinds of 
business in all regions. They are subject 
to periodic revisions to account for new 
businesses (births) and firms going out of 
business (deaths). They are also adjusted 
to a census base following each census. 

Data are shown for 24 kinds of busi-
ness groups as well as two residual catego-
ries. The composition of each kind of busi-
ness group is described in the December 1977 
issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net sales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month esti-
mated dollar value of inventories, at cost, 
owned by wholesale merchants and stock/ 
sales ratios. 

Les donnëes présentées ici ont trait aux 
grossistes canadiens et me s'appllquent pas aux 
operations commerciales des succursales de vente 
des fabricants, des lntermddiaires en prodults 
primaires, des agents et courtiers et des stoc-
kistes et distributeurs par camion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non désaisonnalisées 
sont fondées sur les declarations d'un échantil-
lon d'entreprises falsant partie de tous les gen-
res de commerce dans toutes les r4gions. Elles 
sont sujettes h des rectifications périodiques 
pour tenir compte des creations et des dispari-
tions d'entreprises. Elles sont aussi rajustëes 
aprs chaque recensement. 

Les chif free portent cur 24 genres de com-
merce définis et sur deux categories résiduelles. 
La composition de chaque genre de commerce est 
ddcrite dans le numéro de décembre 1977 du pré-
sent bulletin. 

Le tableau 1 donne des estimations des yen-
tes nettes (ventes brutes moms les rendus et lee 
rabais), y compris les taxes de vente perçues et 
les autres recettes d'exploitation. Lee chif free 
n'ont pas été rectifids pour tenir compte des 
changements de prix ni de l'inégalité des mois. 

Le tableau 2 montre la valeur estimative, 
au prix coCtant, des stocks que posebdent les 
grossistes en fin de mois ainsi que lee rapports 
stocks/ventes. 
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TABLE 1. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 

December - Décembre 

Kind of business group Sales - Ventes 
Change 

1978/1977 
Variation 

1977 	1978 

No. 
$'OOO 

1 4,395,9 72  4,952,879 + 12.7 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain 4,128,793 4,670,471 + 13.1 

3 

Total, 	all 	trades 	.......................... 

2,257,916 2,395,788 + 	6.1 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 284,840 310,457 + 	9.0 
5 

Consumer goods trades 	.................... 

137,998 105,292 - 23.7 
6 

Motor vehicles 	......................... 
94,195 100,129 + 	6.3 

7 44,345 43,281 - 	2.4 
8 Footwear 	............................... 3,682 4,684 + 27.2 
9 Other textiles and clothing 32,601 39,349 + 20.7 

accessories. 
10 Household electrical appliances 133,463 137,334 + 	2.9 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 

drinks. 
245,548 263,719 + 	7.4 

12 

Drugs and drug sundries ................ 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 76,539 86,029 + 12.4 
13 89,560 102,187 + 14.1 
14 Floor coverings 	........................ 38,899 42,439 + 	9.1 
15 Groceries and food specialties 764,068 859,577 + 12.5 
16 84,373 90,364 + 	7.1 
17 

Clothing and furnishings ............... 

Hardware 	............................... 
227,805 210,947 - 	7.4 

18 

Consumer goods residual ................ 

2,138,056 2,557,091 + 19.6 
19 

Meat and dairy products ................ 

16,050 17,720 + 10.4 
20 267,179 282,408 + 	5.7 
21 Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 96,412 95,737 - 	0.7 

tion materials, apparatus and 

Industrial goods trades .................. 

equipment. 
22 Other construction materials and 509,423 577,685 + 13.4 

supplies including lumber. 
23 88,327 115,443 + 30.7 
24 Industrial and transportation equip- 494,178 619,205 + 25.3 

Coal and coke 	.......................... 
Grain 	.................................. 

ment and supplies. 
25 Commercial, institutional and service 86,120 94,043 + 	9.2 

equipment and supplies. 

26 

Farm machinery ......................... 

Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 68,959 84,061 + 21.9 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 53,752 61,170 + 13.8 
ment and supplies. 

28 111,301 157,045 + 41.1 
29 49,949 68,430 + 37.0 
30 

Iron and steel 	......................... 
Junk and scrap 	......................... 
Industrial goods residual .............. 296,407 384,144 + 29.6 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 
figures. 
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TA8LEAIJ 1. ival.ation provisoire des ventes de gras et variations procentuelles 

January-December - Janvier-décembre 

Sales - Ventes 

1977 	1978 

Change 
1978/1977 
Variation 

Genre de coerce 

z 

	

62,022,628 	+ 11.6 	Total, tous coemerces 

	

56,592,634 	+ 14.4 	Total, tous coerces, saul céréales .......2 

28,298,136 + 10.8 
3,572,951 + 	7.3 

Biens de consommation 	....................3 
Pieces et accessoires d'automobiles 4 

1,335,184 + 	9.6 
1,194,452 + 	9.8 Drogues et articles pharinaceutiques 6 

divers. 

. 0 

529,944 + 	4.9 
124,710 + 	9.7 Chaussures 	............................ 8 

1,080,738 + 	9.4 

Vtements et 	accessoires 	...............7 

Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 9 

Véhicules automobiles 	..................5 

timentaires. 
1,113,688 + 	3.8 Appareils ménagers et électriques ..... 
3,097,518 + 11.8 Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 

zeuses. 

. 

1,064,511 + 14.1 12 
1,452,348 + 21.5 13 
506,718 + 	9.0 14 

9,061,514 + 13.3 

Fruits 	et 	legumes 	frais 	................ 
Viandes et prodults laitiers 	........... 

fpicerie et spécialités alimentaires 15 
1,225,349 + 	7.4 

Couvertures de plancher 	................ 

16 
2,938,511 + 	7.6 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 
Autres biens de consommation ........... 17 

33,724,492 + 12.3 18 
98,164 + 26.6 19 

5,429,994 - 11.1 

Biens 	industriels 	........................ 

20 
951,968 + 1.9 

Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................ 

Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 
triques, matérlaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

7,967,599 + 15.0 Autres matériaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

2,882,719 + 31.4 23 
6,214,229 + 17.0 Materiel et fournitures pour l'in- 24 

dustrie et lea transports. 
1,283,524 + 13.0 

Céréales 	............................... 

Materiel et fournitures a l'usage 25 
des commerces, des établissemnents 

Machines 	agricoles 	...................... 

et des services. 
1,056,961 + 16.3 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 

en papier. 
722,545 + 14.0 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 27 

et professionnels. 
2,592,612 + 30.0 28 

892,232 + 32.2 
Fer 	at 	acier 	........................... 

29 
3,631,945 + 16.0 

Vieilleries 	et 	rebuts 	.................. 
Autres biens 	industriels 	............... 30 

30,025,805 
77,564 

6,104,713 
934,669 

6,926,086 

2,193,354 
5,310,960 

1,135,881 

908,459 

633,744 

1,994,692 
675,154 

3,130,530 

$ 1 000 

55,575,608 

49,470,895 

25, 549, 802 
3,328,360 
1,218,245 
1,088,028 

505,423 
113,726 
988,218 

1,072,800 
1 769,455 

w 	 113,163 
1,195,732 
464,829 

8,000,582 
1,141,038 
2,730,202 

La: Les chiffres .  
ont été calci 

ayant été arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Lea pourcentages 
ilés d'après les chiffres non arrondis. 
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TABLE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, Percentage CIiti 	an 	ck/Si1s RiLi: 

December - Décembre 

Kind of business group 
	

Inventories - Stocks 
Change 
1978/197 7 
Variation 

No 

1 	T 	all trades ......................... 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

1977 	1978 

$ 1 000 

	

7,558,596 	8,894,801 

	

7,506,338 	8,817,563 

z 
+ 17.7 

+ 17.5 

3 
4 
D 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Consumer goods trades ................... 
Autc1otive parts and accessories ...... 
Motor vehicles ........................ 
Drugs and drug sundries ............... 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 
Footwear .............................. 
Other textiles and clothing 

accessories. 
Household electrical appliances ....... 
Tobacco, confectionery and soft 

drinks. 
Fresh fruits and vegetables ........... 
Meat and dairy products ............... 
Floor coverings ....................... 
Groceries and food specialties ........ 
Hardware .............................. 
Consumer goods residual ............... 

2,908,084 
530,319 
129,454 
103,858 

52,157 
23,599 
181,159 

101,414 
274,127 

32,311 
49,966 
169,982 
693,674 
176,769 
389,296  

3,255,509 
608,807 
177,223 
113,516 

63,475 
22,348 
181,883 

115,003 
253,019 

42,068 
92,386 
155,704 
790,788 
211,063 
428,226 

+ 11,9 
+ 14.8 
+ 36.9 
+ 9.3 

+ 21.7 
- 5.3 
+ 0.4 

+ 13.4 
- 7.7 

+ 30.2 
+ 84.9 
- 8.4 
+ 14.0 
+ 19.4 
+ 10.0 

I 

18 4,650,513 
19 
20 

. 54,347 21 

Coal 	and 	coke 	.......................... 3,806 

Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 
tion materials, apparatus and 

.. 442,420 

Industrial goods 	trades 	.................. 

equipment. 
22 Other construction materials and 

Grain 	.................................. 52,258 

supplies including lumber. 
23 Farm machinery 	.................. . ..... 
24 Industrial and transportation equip- . ,535,614 

ment and supplies. 

.155,676 

25 Commercial, institutional and service 256,683 
equipment and supplies. 

26 	Newsprint, paper and paper products 

27 	Scientific and professional equip- 
ment and supplies. 

28 	Iron and steel ........................ 
29 	Junk and scrap ........................ 
30 	Industrial goods residual ............. 

(1) Insufficient data. 
Noto: Components may not add to totals due to rounding 

t igureS. 

	

5,639,292 
	

+ 21.3 

	

4,746 
	

+ 24.7 

	

77,238 
	

+ 47.8 

	

169,782 
	

+ 10.0 

	

1,715,037 
	

+ 18.9 

	

183,854 
	

+ 18.1 

	

1,941,016 
	

+ 26.4 

	

287,485 
	

+ 12.0 

I 

	

133,110 
	

157,203 
	

+ 18.1 

	

117,017 
	

128,835 
	

+ 10.1 

	

264,122 
	

301,891 
	

+ 14.3 

	

97,650 
	

138,076 
	

+ 41.4 

	

437,811 
	

534,129 
	

+ 22.0 

Percentages were calculated on unrounded 
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TABLEAU 2. Avaluation provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports stocks/ventes 

December - Décembre 

	

Stock/sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 	Genre de commerce 

1977 	1978 

	

171.9 
	

179.6 
	

Total, tous conenerces ..................... 	1 

	

181.8 
	

188.8 
	

Total, tous connnerces, sauf céréales ...... 	2 

	

128.8 
	

135.9 
	

Biens de consomination ................... 	3 

	

186.2 
	

196.1 
	

Pibces et accessoires d'automobiles 
	

4 

	

93.8 
	

168.3 
	

Véhicules automobiles ................. 	5 

	

110.3 
	

113.4 
	

Drogues et articles pharinaceutiques 
	

6 
divers. 

	

117.6 
	

146.7 
	

Vtements et accessoires .............. 	7 

	

640.9 
	

477.1 
	

Chaussures ............................ 	8 

	

555.7 
	

462.2 
	

Autres accessoires tissés et vesti- 
	9 

mentaires. 

	

76.0 
	

83.7 
	

Appareils ménagers et électriques ..... 10 

	

111.6 
	

95.9 
	

Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 
	11 

zeuses. 

	

42.2 
	

48.9 
	

Fruits et legumes frais ............... 	12 

	

55.8 
	

90.4 
	

Viandes et produits laitiers .......... 13 

	

437.0 
	

366.9 
	

Couvertures de plancher ............... 14 

	

90.8 
	

92.0 
	

Epicene et spécialités alimentaires 
	

15 

	

209.5 
	

233.6 
	

Quincaillenie ......................... 	16 

	

170.9 
	

203.0 
	

Autres biens de consoinmation .......... 17 

	

217.5 
	

220.5 
	

Biens industriels ....................... 	18 

	

23.7 
	

26.8 
	

Charbon et coke ....................... 	19 

	

19.6 
	

27.3 
	

Cérdales .............................. 	20 

	

160.1 
	

177.3 
	

Fournitures pour canalisations dlec- 	21 
triques; maténlaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

	

283.2 
	

296.9 
	

Autres matérlaux et fournitures de 
	

22 
construction, y conipris le bois. 

	

176.3 
	

159.3 
	

Machines agricoles .................... 	23 

	

310.7 
	

313.5 
	

Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 	24 
dustrie et les transports. 

	

298.1 
	

305.7 
	

Materiel et fournitures 	l'usage 
	

25 
des commerces, des établissements 
et des services. 

	

193.0 
	

187.0 
	

Papier journal, papier et produits 
	

26 
en papier. 

	

217.7 
	

210.6 
	

Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 
	

27 
et professionnels. 

	

237.3 
	

192.2 
	

Feret acier .......................... 	28 

	

195.5 
	

201.8 
	

Vieilleries et rebuts ................. 	29 

	

147.7 
	

139.0 
	

Autres biens industriels .............. 30 

(I) Données insuffisantes. 	- 
ca: Lea chiffres ayant été arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentages ont 

étê calculés d'aprs les chlffres non arrondis. 
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