
'•1' 
	c-3 

CATALOGUE 63-008 MONTHLY - MENSUEL 
	

Vol. 41, No 4 

I 	Statistics 	Statistique 
Canada Canada (4 

	

Price: 15 cents, $1.50 a year 
	 Prix 15 cents, $1.50 par anne 

	

WHOLESALE TRADE 
	

COMMERCE DE GROS 

APRIL — 1978 - AVRIL 

fl 

The data presented in this report re-
fer to Canadian wholesale merchants and do 
not include the business transactions of 
manufacturers' sales branches, assemblers of 
primary products, agents and brokers and 
petroleum bulk tank plants and truck dis-
tributors. These estimates, which are not 
seasonally adjusted, are based on the re-
turns of a sample of firms in all kinds of 
business in all regions. They are subject 
to periodic revisions to account for new 
businesses (births) and firms going out of 
business (deaths). They are also adjusted 
to a census ba8e following each census. 

Data are shown for 24 kinds of busi-
ness groups as well as two residual catego-
ries. The composition of each kind of busi-
ness group is described in the December 1977 
issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net sales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month esti-
mated dollar value of inventories, at cost, 
owned by wholesale merchants and stock/ 
sales ratios. 
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Lea donndea pr4sent6es ici ont trait aux 
grossistes canadiens et ne s'appliquent pas aux 
operations coinmerciales des succursales de vente 
des fabricants, des intermédiaires en produits 
primaires, des agents et courtiers et des stoc-
kistea et distributeurs par camion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non ddsaisonnalisées 
sont fondées sur lea declarations d'un échantil-
lon d'entreprises faisant partie de tous lea gen-
res de conmierce dana toutes lea regions. Elles 
sont sujettes A des rectifications périodiques 
pour tenir compte des creations et des dispari-
tions d'entreprlses. Elles sont aussi rajustées 
après chaque recensement. 

Lea chlffres portent sur 24 genres de com-
merce définis et sur deux categories résiduelles. 
La composition de chaque genre de coemerce eat 
décrite dana le numéro de dêceinbre 1977 du pré-
sent bulletin. 

Le tableau 1 donne des estimations des yen-
tea nettes (ventes brutes moms lea rendus et lea 
rabais), y compris les taxes de vente perçues et 
les autres recettes d'exploitatiort. Lea chiffres 
n'ont pas 6tg rectiffés pour tenir compte des 
changenients de prix ni de l'inégalité des moth. 

Le tableau 2 montre la valeur estimative, 
au prix coCtant, des stocks que possbdent lea 
grossistes en fin de niois ainsi que les rapports 
stocka/ventes. 
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TABLE 1. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 

Kind of. business group 

April - Avril 

Sales - Ventes 

1977 	1978 

Change 
1978/1977 
Variation 

1 	T 	all trades ......................... 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

	

4,367,860 	4,942,241 

	

4,157,531 	1 	4,712,772 

+ 13.2 

+ 13.4 

3 2,034,009 2,244,950 + 10.4 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 276,565 271,710 - 	1.8 
5 126,300 164,442 + 30.2 
6 84,774 93,760 + 10.6 

7 34,563 47,939 + 38.7 
8 

Consumer goods trades 	.................... 

Drugs and drug sundries ................ 

15,512 18,878 + 21.7 
9 

Motor vehicles ......................... 

Other textiles and clothing 71,995 81,427 + 13.1 
accessories. 

10 

Footwear 	............................... 

Household electrical appliances 62,304 66,167 + 	6.2 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 208,224 241,332 + 15.9 

drinks. 
12 Fresh fruits and vegetables 73,920 80,573 + 	9.0 
13 112,959 141,763 + 25.5 
14 Floor coverings 	........................ 45,900 49,389 + 	7.6 
15 

Meat and dairy products ................

Groceries and food specialties 622,871 667,095 + 	7.1 
16 93, 898  93,992 + 	0.1 
17 204 , 223  226,484 + 10.9 

18 2,333,851 2,697,291 + 15.6 
19 

Hardware 	............................... 

4, 165  6,530 + 56.8 

20 210,329 229,468 + 	9.1 

21 

Clothing and furnishings ............... 

Industrial goods trades ..................
Coal and coke .......................... 

Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 69,205 65,606 - 	5.2 
tion materials, apparatus and 

Grain 	.................................. 

equipment. 
22 Other construction materials and 532,351 592,507 + 11.3 

supplies including lumber. 
23 2 75,95 5  358,189 + 29.8 
24 

Consumer goods residual ................ 

Industrial and transportation equip- 464,744 551,652 -4- 	18.7 
ment and supplies. 

25 

Farm machinery 	......................... 

Commercial, institutional and service 97,059 112,686 + 16.1 
equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 67,615 74,917 + 10.8 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 53,794 62,239 + 15.7 
ment and supplies. 

28 201,37 1  234,396 + 16.4 
29 55,419 72,543 + 30.9 

30 

Iron and 8teel .........................
Junk and scrap .........................
Industrial goods residual .............. 301,845 336,558 + 11.5 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 
figures. 

I 

I 
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TABLEAU 1. Evaluation provisoire des ventes de gros et variations procentuelles 

January-April - Janvier-avril 

. 

Sales - Ventes 

1977 1978 

$ 1 000 

16,913,016 18,553,712 

15,174,080 16,961,029 

7,602,212 8,397,931 
933,575 922,462 
369,217 458,400 
353,555 395,149 

139,288 150,977 
50,714 50,571 

329,262 359,216 

315,692 
.971 976,407 

3,814 307,490 
348,453 388,705 
150,916 161,549 

2,416,782 2,671,401 
324,192 340,597 
761,985 899,316 

9,310,803 10,155,781 
16,336 23,264 

1,738,935 1,592,683 
261,415 255,296 

1,935,050 2,147,835 

800,919 962,626 
1,783,129 2,016,797 

371,067 403,993 

304,247 340,263 

204,430 228,441 

690,378 821,025 
209,578 245,912 
995,319 1,117,647 

Genre de commerce 
Change 

1978/1977 
Variation 

z 

+ 	9.7 1 

+ 11.8 2 

+ 10.5 3 
- 	1.2 Pièces et accessoires d'automobiles 4 
+ 26.2 5 
+ 11.8 

Total, touS conerces, sauf céréales ....... 

Biens de consoinmation 	.................... 

Drogues et articles pharmacitiques 6 
divers. 

+ 	8.4 

Véhicules automobiles 	.................. 

7 
- 	0.3 8 
+ 	9.1, 

Total, 	tous commerces 	...................... 

Vétetnents et accessoirea ...............
Chaussures .............................
Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 9 

timentaires. 
+ 	5.4 10 
+ 15.4 Tabacs, confiserle at boissons ga- 11 

zeu sea. 
+ 10.3 Fruits et 	legumes 	frais 	................ 12 
+ 11.6 13 
+ 	7.0 

Appareils inénagers et électriques ...... 

Viandes et produits laitiers 	........... 
14 

+ 10.5 picerie et spécialités alimentaires 15 
+ 	5.1 16 
+ 18.0 

Couvertures de plancher 	................ 

17 

+ 	9.1 18 
+ 42.4 19 
- 	8.4 20 
- 	2.3 

Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................ 

Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 
Cérdales 	............................... 

triques, ivatériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

+ 11.0 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 

Autres matériaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y compris le bois. 

+ 20.2 Machines 	agricoles 	..................... 23 
+ 13.1 

Autres biens de consommation ........... 

Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 
dustrie et les transports. 

+ 	8.9 

Biens 	induatriels 	........................ 

Materiel et fournitures a l'usage 25 
des commerces, des écablissements 
et des services. 

+ 11.8 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

+ 11.7 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 27 
et professionnels. 

+ 18.9 28 
+ 17.3 29 
+ 	12.3 

Fer 	et 	acier 	........................... 
Viejilerles 	et 	rebuts 	.................. 
Autres 	biens 	industriels 	............... 30 

'.ota: Les chiffres ayant été arrondis, lee totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Lee pourcentages 
ont été calculés d'après les chif free non arrondis. 



-4- 

TABLE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, Percentage Changes and Stock/Sales Ratios 

I 	 I 

April - Avril 

Kind of busines8 group 

1 ITotal, all trades ......................... 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

Inventories - Stocks 

1977 	1978 

$ , 000 

	

7,621,998 	8,241,655 

	

7,552,673 	8,176,854 

Change 
1978/ 1977 
Variation 

z 
+ 8.1 

+ 8.3 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Consumer goods trades ................... 
Automotive parts and accessories ...... 
Motor vehicles ........................ 
Drugs and drug sundries ............... 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 
Footwear .............................. 
Other textiles and clothing 

accessories. 
Household electrical appliances ....... 
Tobacco, confectionery and soft 

drinks. 
Fresh fruits and vegetables ........... 
Meat and dairy products ............... 
Floor coverings ....................... 
Groceries and food specialties ........ 
Hardware .............................. 
Consumer goods residual ............... 

2,787,428 
523,626 
164,547 
96,571 

50,667 
25,182 
146,969 

106,159 
206,557 

29,809 
63,468 
166,562 
649,672 
204,930 
352,709  

3,076,663 
606,155 
156,122 
108,324 

52,313 
24,944 

159,601 

107,093 
221,768 

35,865 
51,664 

174,742 
718,646 
210,179 
449,248  

+ 10.4 
+ 15.8 
- 5.1 
+ 12.2 

+ 3.2 
0.9 

+ 8.6 

+ 0.9 
+ 7.4 

+ 20.3 
- 18.6 
+ 4.9 
+ 10.6 
+ 2.6 
+ 27.4 

I 

18 	Industrial goods trades ..................4,834,570 
19 	Coal and coke .......................... 2,975 
20 	Grain .................................. 69,325 

. 

21 	Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 	66,590 
tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 	

.. 

22 	Other construction materials and 	583,990 
supplies including lumber. 

23 	Farm machinery .........................202,548 . 
24 	Industrial and transportation equip- 	,495,050 

ment and supplies. 
25 	Commercial, institutional and service 	252,369 

equipment and supplies. 

26 	Newsprint, paper and paper products 

27 	Scientific and professional equip- 
ment and supplies. 

28 	Iron and steel ........................ 
29 	Junk and scrap ........................ 
30 	Industrial goods residual ............. 

(1) Insufficient data. 
Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding 

figures. 

	

5,164,991 
	

+ 6.8 

	

2,196 	- 26.2 

	

64,800 	- 6.5 

	

172,869 
	

+ 3.8 

	

1,655,898 
	

+ 4.5 

	

177,627 	- 12.3 

	

1,609,323 
	

+ 7.6 

	

265,667 
	

+ 5.3 

I 

	

125,818 
	

136,438 
	

+ 8.4 

	

113,610 
	

127,548 
	

+ 12.3 

	

254,663 
	

271,781 
	

+ 6.7 

	

72,655 
	

132,706 
	

+ 82.7 

	

494,977 
	

548,139 
	

+ 10.7 

Percentages were calculated on unround.i 
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TABLEAU 2. ivaluation provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports stocks/ventes 

April - Avril 

Stock/sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 
	

Genre de commerce 

1977 
	

1978 

174.5 166.8 1 

181.7 173.5 on 2 

137.0 137.0 3 
189.3 223.1 Pièces et accessoirea d'automobiles 4 
130.3 94.9 5 
113.9 115.5 Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 

divers. 
146.6 109.1 7 
162.3 132.1 Chaussures 	............................ S 
204.1 196.0 Autres accessoires tissés et veati- 9 

mentaires. 
70•4 161.9 10 

.. 

99.2 91.9 Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 
zeuses. 

40.3 44.5 

Total, 	tous commerces 	....................... 

12 
6.2 36.4 

Total, ts commerces, sauf céréales ........ 

13 
362.9 353.8 

Biens de consonination 	..................... 

14 
104.3 107.7 

Véhicules automobiles 	................... 

Apicerie et spécialités alimentaires 15 
218.3 223.6 16 
172.7 198.4 

Vtements et accessoires 	................ 

17 

207.2 191.5 

Appareils ménagers et électriques ......

Fruits et 	legumes 	frals 	................. 

18 
71.4 33.6 

Viandes et produits laitiers 	........... 
Couvertures de plancher 	................ 

33.0 28.2 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 

20 
240.7 263.5 

Autres biens de consinnation 	............ 

Fournitures pour canelisations élec- 21 

Biens 	industriels 	........................ 

triques; matériaux, appareils et 

Charbon et 	coke 	........................19 
Céréales 	............................... 

materiel de construction. 
297.6 279.5 Autres matériaux et fournitures de 22 

construction, y compris le bois. 
73.4 49.6 Machines 	agricoles 	..................... 23 

321.7 291.7 Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 
dustrie et lea transports. 

260.0 235.8 Materiel et fournitures A l'usage 25 
des coninerces, des établiasements 
et des services. 

186.1 182.1 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

211.2 204.9 Materiel et fournitures acientifiques 27 
et professionnels. 

126.5 115.9 28 
131.1 182.9 

Fer 	et 	acier 	............................ 
29 

164.0 162.9 
Vielileries et 	rebuts 	................... 
Autres biens 	industriels 	............... 30 

(1. DonnCes insuffisantes. 
\oLa: Lea chiffres ayant éte arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujoura. Lea pourcentages ont 

été calculés d'aprhs lea chiffres non arrondis. 
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