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The data presented in this report re-
fer to Canadian wholesale merchants and do 
not include the business transactions of 
manufacturers' sales branches, assemblers of 
primary products, agents and brokers and 
petroleum bulk tank plants and truck dis-
tributors. These estimates, which are not 
seasonally adjusted, are based on the re-
turns of a sample of firms in all kinds of 
business in all regions. They are subject 
to periodic revisions to account for new 
businesses (births) and firms golng out of 
business (deaths). They are also adjusted 
to a census base following each census. 

Data are shown for 24 kinds of busi-
ness groups as well as two residual catego-
ries. The composition of each kind of busi-
ness group is described in the December 1977 
issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net sales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month esti-
mated dollar value of inventories, at cost, 
owned by wholesale merchants and stock/ 
sales ratios. 

Merchandising and Services 
Division 

July - 1978 - Juillet 
5-J4()7_ )() 

Les donnes présentées ici ont trait aux 
grossistes canadlens et ne s'appliquent pas aux 
opérat ions coinmerciales des succursales de vente 
des fabricants, des intermédiaires en produits 
primaires, des agents et courtiers et des stoc-
kistes et distrih,iteurs par caxnion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non désaisonnalisées 
sont fondêes sur les declarations d'un Cchantil-
lon d'entreprhes faisant partie de tous les gen-
res de commerce dans toutes les regions. Elles 
sont sujettes i des rectifications pCriodiques 
pour tenir compte des creations et des dispari-
tions d'entreprises. Elles somt aussi rajustées 
aprs chaque recensement. 

Les chiffres portent sur 24 genres de com-
merce définis et sur deux catCgorles résiduelles. 
La composition de chaque genre de commerce est 
décrite dans le nunCro de décembre 1977 du pré-
sent bulletin. 

Le tableau 1 donne des estimations des yen-
tes nettes (ventes brutes moths les rendus et les 
rabais), y compris les taxes de vente perçues et 
les autres recettes d'exploitation. Leg chiffres 
n'ont pas etC rectifiCs pour tenir compte des 
changements de prix ni de l'inCgalitC des mois. 

Le tableau 2 montre Is valeur estimative, 
au prix coCtant, des stocks que possdent les 
grossistes en fin de mois ainsi que los rapports 
stocks/ventes. 

Division du commerce 
et des services 

I 	., 



- '4- 

TAILE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, I'ercentage Changes and Stock/Sales Ratios 

1 

2 

Kind of business group 

Total, all trades ......................... 

Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

May - Mai 

Inventories - Stocks 

1977 	1978 

'000 

	

7,454,464 	8,195,268 

	

7,404,256 	8,150,274 

Change 
1978/1977 
Var tat ion 

z 

+ 9.9 

+ 10.1 

Consumer goods trades ................... 
Autnotive parts and accessories ...... 
Motor vehicles ........................ 
Drugs and drug sundries ............... 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 
Footwear .............................. 
Other textiles and clothing 

accessories. 
Household electrical appliances ....... 
Tobacco, confectionery and soft 

drinks. 
Fresh fruits and vegetables ........... 
Meat and dairy products ............... 
Floor coverings ....................... 
Groceries and food specialties ........ 
ilardware .............................. 
Consumer goods residual ............... 

Industrial goods trades ................. 
Coal and coke ......................... 
Grain ................................. 
Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 

tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

Other construction materials and 
supplies including lumber. 

Farm machinery ........................ 
Industrial and transportation equip-
ment and supplies. 

Commercial, institutional and service 
equipment and supplies. 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

	

2,730,181 
	

3,046,266 
	

+ 11.6 

	

520,537 
	

606,685 
	

+ 16.5 

	

148,596 
	

161,689 
	

+ 8.8 

	

97,187 
	

108,843 
	

+ 12.0 

	

55,461 
	

61,545 
	

+ 11.0 

	

23,257 
	

25,251 
	

+ 8.6 

	

149,075 
	

150,905 
	

+ 1.2 

	

99,557 
	

110,642 
	

+ 11.1 

	

188,270 
	

228,622 
	

+ 21.4 

	

29,237 
	

31,664 
	

+ 8.3 

	

65,459 
	

48,167 	- 26.4 

	

172,510 
	

169,302 	- 1.9 

	

638,672 
	

688,124 
	

+ 7.7 

	

195,430 
	

209,472 
	

+ 7.2 

	

346,933 
	

445,355 
	

+ 28.4 

	

4,724,283 
	

5,149,002 
	

+ 9.0 

	

2,671 
	

2,120 	- 20.6 

	

50,208 
	

44,994 	- 10.4 

	

155,122 
	

183,365 
	

+ 18.2 

	

1,513,205 
	

1,602,528 
	

+ 5.9 

	

206,102 
	

176,226 	- 14.5 

	

1,461,730 
	

1,643, 107 
	

+ 12.4 

	

271,782 
	

273,368 
	

+ 0.6 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 130,638 148,018 + 13.3 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 113,391 130,825 + 15.4 
nient and supplies. 

28 256,603 281,554 + 	9.7 
29 

Iron and steel 	......................... 
74,825 147,158 + 96.7 

30 
Junk and scrap 	......................... 
Industrial goods residual .............. 88,006 515,741 + 	5.7 

(1) 	Insufficient data. 
Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 

figures. 
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!.iLAU 1. 9valuation provisoire des ventes de gros et variations procentuelles 

Janu.iry-May - Janvier-mai 

S.iles - Ventes 

1978 

$ '000 

	

22,431,600 
	

24,382,060 

	

19,507,852 
	

22,014,509 

Change 
1978/1977 
Variation 

7. 

+ 8.7 

+ 12.8 

Genre de cocunerce 

Total, tous commerces ..................... 

Total, tous commerces, sauf céréales ...... 

fl 

9,849,010 
1,271,500 

505,173 
425,025 

174,279 
58,000 

407,364 

382,663 
,066,175 

364,035 
442,755 
189,585 

3,138, 715 
434,041 
989,702 

10,909,481 
1,303,001 

599,658 
478,483 

189,887 
58,796 

439,973 

397,952 
1,218,411 

403,021 
496,587 
205,787 

3,503,068 
458,904 

1,155,953 

+ 10.8 
+ 2.5 
+ 18.7 
+ 12.6 

+ 9.0 
+ 1.4 
+ 8.0 

+ 4.0 
+ 14.3 

+ 10.7 
+ 12.2 
+ 8.5 
+ 11.6 
+ 5.7 
+ 16.8 

Biens de consommation ................... 
Pièces et accessoires d'automobiles 
Véhicules automobiles ................. 
Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 

divers. 
Vtements et accessoires .............. 
Chaussures ............................ 
Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 

tirnentaires. 
Appareils ménagers et électriques ..... 
Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga-

zeuses. 
Fruits et legumes frais ............... 
Viandes et produits laitiers .......... 
Couvertures de plancher ............... 
picerie ot spécialités alimentaires 

Quincaillerie ......................... 
Autres biens de consomniation .......... 

. 

13,472,579 
36,865 

2,367,551 
310,127 

2,887,833 

1,305,373 
2,542,270 

518,619 

430,207 

286,889 

998,097 
301,479 

1,487,269 

ayant été arrondi 
ilés d'après les c 

+ 7.1 Biens 	industriels 	....................... 
+ 49.6 Charbon 	et 	coke 	....................... 
- 19.0 Céréale'. .............................. 
- 2.5 Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 

triques, matériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

+ 12.9 Autres matCriaux et fournitures de 
construction, y compris le bois. 

+ 27.7 Machines 	agricoles 	.................... 
+ 14.0 Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 

dustrie er les transports. 
+ 10.3 Materiel et fournitures a l'usage 

des commerces, des établissements 
et des services. 

+ 12.8 Papier journal, papier et produits 
en papier. 

+ 10.4 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 
et professionnels. 

+ 19.8 Fer 	et 	acier 	.......................... 
+ 19.6 Viellieries 	et 	rebuts 	................. 
+ 13.6 Autres 	biens 	industriels 	.............. 

s, les totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentag.s 
hiffres non arrondis. 

NO 

1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 
30 

12,582, 590 
24,645 

2,923,749 
318,119 

2,557,419 

1,022,618 
2,230,721 

470,138 

381,386 

259,779 

832,833 
252,093 

1,309,090 

I.s chiffres 
u11t été ca1c 
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TABLE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, Percentage Changc!4 and Stc'ck/S.iles Rati. 

 

Kind of business group 

May - Mai 

Inventories - Stocks 

1977 	1978 

* , 000 

	

7,454,464 	8,195,268 

	

7,404,256 	8,150,274 

CI iang e 
1978/1977 
Var tat ion 

Nc 

1 

2 

Total, all trades ......................... 

Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

z 
+ 9.9 

+ 10.1 

S 

Consumer goods trades ................... 
Autotive parts and accessories ...... 
Motor vehicles ........................ 
Drugs and drug sundries ............... 

Clothing and furnishings .............. 
Footwear .............................. 
Other textiles and clothing 

accessories. 
Household electrical appliances ....... 
Tobacco, confectionery and soft 

drinks. 
Fresh fruits and vegetables ........... 
Meat and dairy products ............... 
Floor coverings ....................... 
Groceries and food specialties ........ 
Hardware .............................. 
Consumer goods residual ............... 

Industrial goods trades ................. 
Coaland coke ......................... 
Grain ................................. 
Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 

tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

Other construction materials and 
supplies including lumber. 

Farmmachinery ........................ 
Industrial and transportation equip- 
ment and supplies. 

Commercial, institutional and service 
equipment and supplies. 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

	

2,730,181 
	

3,046,266 
	

+ 11.6 

	

520,537 
	

606,685 
	

+ 16.5 

	

148,596 
	

161,689 
	

+ 8.8 

	

97,187 
	

108,843 
	

+ 12.0 

	

55,461 
	

61,545 
	

+ 11.0 

	

23,257 
	

25,251 
	

+ 8.6 

	

149,075 
	

150,905 
	

+ 1.2 

	

99,557 
	

110,642 
	

+ 11 .1 

	

188,270 
	

228,622 
	

+ 21.4 

	

29,237 
	

31,664 
	

+ 8.1 

	

65,459 
	

48,167 	- 26.4 

	

172,510 
	

169.302 	- 1.9 

	

638,672 
	

688,124 
	

+ 7.7 

	

195,430 
	

209,472 
	

+ 7.2 

	

346,933 
	

445,355 
	

+ 28.4 

	

4,724,283 
	

5,149,002 
	

+ 9.0 

	

2,671 
	

2,120 	- 20.6 

	

50,208 
	

44,994 	- 10.4 

	

155,122 
	

183,365 
	

+ 18.2 

	

1,513,205 
	

1,602,528 
	

+ 5.9 

	

206,102 
	

176,226 	- 14.5 

	

1,461,730 
	

1,643,107 
	

+ 12.4 

	

271,782 
	

273,368 
	

+ 0.6 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 130,638 148,018 + 13.3 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 113,391 130,825 + 15.4 
ment and supplies. 

28 256,603 281,554 + 	9.7 
29 

Iron and steel 	......................... 
74,825 147,158 + 96.7 

30 
Junk and scrap 	......................... 
Industrial goods residual .............. 88,006 515,741 + 	5.7 

(1) 	Insufficient data. 
Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 

figures. 
S 
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.\6LEAU L Ev.jluation provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports stocks/ventes 

.- 

- Mai 

Stock/sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 	Genre de commerce 

1977 	1978 

No 
z 

135.1 140.6 1 

170.9 161.3 2 

121.5 121.3 3 
154.0 159.4 Pieces et accessoires d'automobiles .. 4 
109.3 114.5 

Total, 	tous 	coerces 	........................ 

5 
136.0 130.6 

Total, 	tous coerces, sauf céréales 	........ 

Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 
divers. 

158.5 158.2 

Biens 	de 	consommation 	..................... 

7 
319.2 307.0 

Véhicules 	automobiles 	................... 

8 
190.9 186.9 

Vtements et accessoires 	................ 
Chaussures 	.............................. 
Autres accessoires tissés et vesti- 9 

mentaires. 
19.7 134.5 10 
M5.5 94.5 Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 

zeuses. 
33.1 12 

'9.4 44.6 13 
4'46.1 382.7 14 
88.5 82.7 

Appareils ménagers et électriques ......

Fruits et legumes frais .................

gpicerie et spécialités alimentaires . 15 
177.9 177.1 16 
152.4 173.5 17 

144.4 155.2 18 
32.2 15.6 19 
4.2 5.8 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 

20 
273.6 334.4 Fournitures pour canalisatlons élec- 21 

triques; mnatériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

243.1 216.6 Autres matériaux et fournitures de 22 

Viandes et produits laitiers 	........... 
Couvertures de plancher 	................. 

construction, y compris le bois. 
93.0 51.4 

Céréales 	................................ 

23 
326.6 312.7 

Autres biens de consoimeation 	........... 

Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 
dustrie et les transports. 

274.3 238.5 

Biens 	industriels 	......................... 
Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................ 

Machines 	agricoles 	..................... 

Materiel et fournitures 	l'usage 25 
des coomerces, des étabiissements 
et des services. 

169.4 164.6 Papier journal, papier et prodults 26 
en papier. 

204.9 223.8 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 27 
et professionneis. 

180.1 159.0 28 
176.0 264.8 

Fer 	et 	acier 	........................... 

155.5 139.5 
Viellieries 	et 	rebuts 	..................29 
Autres biens 	industriels 	............... 30 

. (1)Donnëes insuffisantes. 
Nota: Lea chiffres ayant êté arrondis, les totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentages ont 

été calculés d'aprs les chiffres non arrondis. 
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