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WHOLESALE TRADE 
	

COMMERCE DE GROS 

AUGUST - 1978 - AOUT 
The data presented in this report re-

fer to Canadian wholesale merchants and do 
not include the business transactions of 
manufacturers' sales branches, assemblers of 
primary products, agents and brokers and 
petroleum bulk tank plants and truck dis-
tributors. These estimates, which are not 
s'asonally adjusted, are based on the re-
turns of a sample of firms in all kinds of 
tisiness in all regions. They are subject 

[0 periodic revisions to account for new 
usinesses (births) and firms going out of 

business (deaths). They are also adjusted 
to a census base following each census. 

Data are shown for 24 kinds of busi-
ness groups as well as two residual catego-
ries. The composition of each kind of busi-
ness group is described in the December 1977 
issue of this bulletin. 

Table 1 contains the estimated dollar 
value of net sales (gross sales less returns 
and allowances), including sales taxes 
collected and other trading revenues. The 
figures are unadjusted for price changes or 
number of business days in the respective 
months. 

Table 2 shows the end-of-month esti-
mated dollar value of inventories, at cost, 
owned by wholesale merchants and stock/ 
sales ratios. 

Merchandising and Services 
Division 

Lea données présentées ici ont trait flux 
grossistes canadiens et ne s'appliquent pas flux 
operations commerciales des succursales de vente 
des fabricants, des intermédiaires en produits 
primaires, des agents et courtiers et des stoc-
kistes et distributeurs par camion de produits 
pétroliers. Ces estimations non désaisonnalisées 
sont fondées sur lea declarations d'un échantil-
lon d'01ntreprises faisant partle de tous les gen-
res de commerce dans toutes lea regions. Elles 
sont sujettes h des rectifications pdriodiques 
pour tenir compte des créat ions et des dispari-
tions d'entreprises. Elles sont aussi rajustées 
aprs chaque recenseinent. 

Les chiffres portent sur 24 genres de com-
merce ddfinis et sur deux categories résiduelles. 
La composition de chaque genre de commerce eat 
décrite dana le numéro de dCcembre 1977 du pré-
sent bulletin. 

Le tableau 1 donne des estimations des yen-
tea nettes (ventes brutes moms lea rendus et lea 
rabais), y compris les taxes de vente perçues et 
lea autrea recettes d'exploitation. Lea chiffrea 
n'ont pas été rectifiés pour tenir compte des 
changements de prix ni de l'inégalité des mois. 

Le tableau 2 montre la valeur estimative, 
au prix coCtant, des stocks que poasdent les 
grosaistes en fin de mois ainsi que lea rapports 
atocks/ventes. 

Division du commerce 
et des services 
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August - AoIt 

Kind of business group Sales - Ventes 

1977 1978 

No.  
$ , 000 

1 4,516,880 5,214,258 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain 4,179,884 4,778,522 

3 2,096,524 2,329,997 
4 

Total, 	all 	trades 	.......................... 

Automotive parts and accessories 224,386 253,203 
5 Motor 	vehicles 	........................ 54,787 66,347 
6 Drugs and drug sundries 	............... 104,368 101,863 

7 

Consumer goods 	trades 	.................... 

55,043 54,822 
8 10,533 12,250 
9 Other textiles and clothing 105,175 110,012 

clothing and 	furnishings 	................. 

accessories. 

.. 

10 Household electrical appliances 80,072 90,242 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 189,326 201,632 

drinks. 
12 

Footwear 	................................. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 85,027 98,461 
13 112,918 
14 42,173 
15 

Meat 	and dairy products 	................ 86,927 

Groceries and food specialties 714,362 823,659 
16 

Floor 	coverings 	........................ 39,451 

99,053 
17 

Hardware 	............................... 91,377 
Consumer goods residual 	................ 255,690 263,361 

S 

Change 
1978/1977 
Variation 

+ 15.4 

+ 14.3 

+ 11.1 
+ 12.8 
+ 21.1 
- 2.4 

- 0.4 
+ 16.3 
+ 4.6 

+ 12.7 
+ 6.5 

+ 15.'- 
+ 29.'? 
+ 6.9 
+ 15. 
+ 8.4 
+ 3.0 

18 2,420,356 
19 Coal 	and 	coke 	......................... 5,539 
20 336,996 
21 Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 96,112 

Grain 	.................................. 

tion materials, apparatus and 
equipment. 

22 Other construction materials and 673,450 
supplies including lumber. 

23 186,348 
24 Industrial and transportation equip- 406,507 

ment and supplies. 
25 

Industrial goods trades 	.................. 

Commercial, institutional and service 100,682 

Farm machinery ......................... 

equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 78,858 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 48,973 
meat and supplies. 

28 168,571 
29 

Iron and steel 	......................... 
73,124 

30 
Junk and scrap .........................
Industrial goods residual .............. 45,196 

Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percenta 
figures. 

2,884,261 + 19.2 
4,769 - 13.9 

435,736 + 29.3 
94,478 - 	1.7 

781,876 + 16.1 

231,631 + 24.3 
500,410 + 23.1 

112,059 + 11.3 

93,999 + 19.2 

55,486 + 13.3 

219,817 + 30.4 
101,203 + 38.4 
252,797 + 	3.1 

es were 	i ( Lii at d on iniiitided r 
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TABLE 1. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 
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TA1.IAl 1 	VL1 'it ion Irovi o i rt des vtntes de gros et variations procentuelles 

.1 	 I I i I 

Sales - Ventes 
	 Genre de conunerce 

Change 
1978/197 7 
Variation 

1977 	1978 

NO 

$ 1 000 

. 

591, 686 

765,026 
705,120 

311,785 
79,085 

/l1, 855 

(129,584 
155,143 

1.401 

,752 

707,391 
1,743,604 

40,351,061 

36, 503,935 

18, 192,092 
2,304,607 

881,977 
774,840 

324,304 
84,566 
747,253 

643,086 
2,001,876 

731,675 
837,584 
329,544 

5,842, 701 
748,664 

1,939,415 

Total, tous conunerces ......................1 

Total, tous conunerces, sauf céréales ......2 

Pièces et accessoires d'automobiles . 4 
Biens 	de 	consommat ion 	....................3 

Véhicules 	automobiles 	..................5 
Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 

divers. 
Vétements 	et 	accessoires 	................ 7 

. 0 

8 
Autres accessoires tissés et yes- 9 

timentaires. 

Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 
Appareils ménagers et électriques ......

zeuses. 

Chaussures 	.............................. 

12 
13 
14 

Fruits 	et 	legumes 	frais 	................ 
Viandes 	et 	produits laitiers 	............ 

Ipicerie 	et spécialités alimentaires 	.. 15 
Couvertures 	de 	plancher 	................. 

Quincaillerie 	.......................... 16 
Autres biens de consommatlon 	........... 17 

+ 10.3 

+ 13.2 

+ 10.8 
+ 6.2 
+ 15.3 
+ 9.9 

+ 4.0 
+ 6.9 
+ 5.7 

+ 2.1 
+ 14.1 

+ 15.2 
+ 15.1 
+ 8.5 
+ 12.7 
+ 5.8 
+ 11.2 

22,158,969 + 9.9 
50,248 + 28.4 

3,847,126 - 11.7 

Biens 	industriels 	........................18 
Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................19 

20 
545,892 - 1.1 Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 

triques, matériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

5,088,546 + 14.3 Autres mnatériaux et fournitures de 22 
construction, y coinpris le bois. 

2,105,432 + 29.3 Machines 	agricoles 	..................... 23 
4,048,526 + 14.9 MaterIel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 

dustrie et les transports. 
840,655 + 10.9 

Cé réales 	............................... 

Materiel et fournitures a i'usage 25 
des commerces, des établissements 
et des services. 

708,608 + 15.4 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

468,709 + 11.3 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 27 
et professionnels. 

1,667,683 + 23.4 28 
932,081 + 25.3 

Fer 	et 	acier 	........................... 
29 

2,255,462 + 10.2 
Vieilleries 	et 	rebuts 	.................. 
Autres 	biens 	industriels 	............... 30 

20,168,450 
39,135 

4,357,750 
551,716 

4,453,371 

1,628,364 
3,522,536 

758,003 

613,849 

421,048 

1,351,696 
424,495 

2,046,487 

• 	ota: Lee chiffres ayant été arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentages 
ont étë calculés d'après les chiffres non arrondis. 
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TABLE 2. Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Inventories, Percentage Changes and Stock/Sales Rat 

August - AoC: 

Kind of business group 	Inventories - Stocks 
Change 
1978/197 7 
Variation 

1977 	I 	1978 

1 ITotal, all trades ......................... 

2 Total, all trades, excluding grain ........ 

$ 1 000 	 z 

	

7,387,039 	8,213,708 	+ 11.2 

	

7,362,762 	8,191,968 	+ 11.3 

3 2,809,900 3,084,649 + 	9.8 
4 Automotive parts and accessories 492,734 620,474 + 25.9 
5 139,293 + 22.2 
6 Drugs and drug sundries 	............... 99,650 112,686 + 13.1 

7 

Consumer goods 	trades 	.................... 

Motor 	vehicles 	.........................114,007 

Clothing and furnishings 	.............. 50,667 

. . 

49,601 - 	2.1 
8 Footwear 	.............................. 25,246 

. 58,473 
23,174 - 	8.2 

9 Other textiles and clothing 161,231 + 	1.7 
accessories. 

.. 

.. 

10 Household electrical appliances 102,033 125,652 + 23.1 
11 Tobacco, confectionery and soft 207,327 241,505 + 16. 

drinks. 
12 Fresh fruits and vegetables 28,394 36,026 + 26.9 
13 Meat and dairy products 	............... 59,361 67,653 + 14.0 
14 157,490 155,364 1.3 
15 Groceries and food specialties 654,202 722,808 + 10.5 
16 195,600 195,507 0 
17 

Floor 	coverings 	........................... 
..... 

464 , 716  433,676 - 	6.7 

18 4,577,139 5,129,058 + 12.1 
19 Coal 	and 	coke 	......................... 3,045 4,011 + 31.7 
20 

Hardware 	.................................. 

24,277 21,740 - 10.5 
21 

Consumer goods residual 	................... 

Electrical wiring supplies, construc- 154,038 172,869 + 12.2 
Grain 	...................................... 

tion materials, apparatus and 

Industrial goods 	trades 	.................. 

equipment. 

...... 

22 Other construction materials and 1,427,728 1,517,425 + 	6.3 
supplies including lumber. 

23 196,795 168,597 - 14.3 
24 Industrial and transportation equip- 1,468,974 1,750,600 + 19.2 

ment and supplies. 
25 

Farm machinery .........................

Commercial, institutional and service 266,030 267,464 + 	0.5 
equipment and supplies. 

26 Newsprint, paper and paper products ... 132,368 160,797 + 21.5 

27 Scientific and professional equip- 113,940 127,548 + 11.9 
ment and supplies. 

28 253,208 302,419 + 19.4 
29 

Iron and steel ......................... 
90,095 115,031 + 27.7 

30 
Junk and scrap .........................
Industrial goods residual .............. 46,641 520,557 + 16.5 

(1) 	Insufficient data. 
Note: Components may not add to totals due to rounding. 	Percentages were calculated on unrounded 

figures. 

. 

fl 
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1ABLEAIJ 2. ivaluation provisoire des stocks, variations procentuelles et rapports stocks/ventes 

\ugust - Aoit 

Stock/sales ratios - Rapports stocks/ventes 	Genre de commerce 

1977 	1978 

163.5 157.5 

176.2 171.4 

134.0 132.4 
219.6 245.1 Pces et accessoirea d'automobiles th 4 
208.1 209.9 
95.5 110.6 

Biens de consommation 	....................3 

Drogues et articles pharmaceutiques 6 

Total, 	tous 	commerces 	......................1 

divers. 
92.1 90.5 

Total, 	tous coimnerces, sauf céréalea 	.......2 

Véhicules 	automobiles 	..................5 

239.7 189.2 
150.7 146.6 Autres accessoires tissés et vesti- 9 

. 0 
mentaires. 

127.4 139.2 Appareils ménagers et électriques ..... 
I 	.5 119.8 Tabacs, confiserie et boissons ga- 11 

zeuses. 
.4 36.6 12 
j 59.9 13 

368.4 14 

91.6 87.8 Epicene et spécialités alimentaires . 15 

214.1 197.4 16 

181.8 164.7 

Vtements et accessoires 	...............7 
Chaussures 	.............................8 

17 

189.1 177.8 18 
55.0 84.1 

Fruits 	et legumes frais 	................ 
Viandes et produits laitiers 	........... 

7.2 5.0 

Couvertures de plancher 	................ 

20 
160.3 183.0 

Quincaillenie 	.......................... 
Autres biens de consommation 	........... 

Fournitures pour canalisations élec- 21 

. 

triques; niatériaux, appareils et 
materiel de construction. 

212.0 194.1 Autres matériaux et fournitures de 22 

Biens 	industriels 	........................ 
Charbon 	et 	coke 	........................19 

construction, y compris le bois. 
105.6 72.8 

Céréales 	............................... 

23 
361.4 349.8 Materiel et fournitures pour i'm- 24 

dustrie et lea transports. 
264.2 238.7 

Machines 	agricoles 	..................... 

Materiel et fournitures 	l'usage 25 
des commerces, des établissements 
et des services. 

167.9 171.1 Papier journal, papier et produits 26 
en papier. 

232.7 229.9 Materiel et fournitures scientifiques 27 
et professionnels. 

150.2 137.6 28 
123.2 113.7 

Fer 	et 	acier 	........................... 
29 

182.2 205.9 
Vieillerles 	et 	rebuts 	.................. 
Autres biens 	industrials 	............... 30 

. 	(1) Données insuffisantes. 
Nuta: Lea chiffres ayant ëté arrondis, lea totaux ne correspondent pas toujours. Les pourcentages ont 

été caiculés daprs lea chiffres non arrondis. 

. 
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