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10 	.ioleaaLemerchants sales registered a significant 
ease in September 1985, resulting in a 15.9% ad-
e over September 1984, compared t.o the revised 

reese of 9.4% regi8tered between August 1984 and 
August 1985. 

In September 1985, all major trade groups regis-
tered increased males from a year earlier. The most 
notable gains were reported by wholesalers of motor 
vehicles and accessories (+22.2%) and other machinery, 
equipment and supplies (+20.4%). All regions posted 
sales increases from a year earlier, ranging from 
11.8% in the Atlantic Provinces to 17.8% in the Prai-
rie Provinces. 

Cumulative sales by wholesale merchant8 for the 
first nine months of 1985 were up 11.6% over the 
January-September 1984 period. Significant gains were 
reported by wholesalers of motor vehicles and accesso-
ries (+20.2%); other machinery, equipment and supplies 
(+17.3%); and metals, hardware, plumbing and heatinci 
equipment (+17.3%). 

Invent or iefi 

Wholesale inventories in September 1985 increased 
by 6.5% over the corresponding period in 1984. Revised 
inventories for August 1905 were up 5.3% from the 
August 1984 level. The ratio of inventories to sales 
at the end of September 1985 stood at 1.51:1, down 
from 1.65:1 a year earlier. 

Prix: Canada, $5.00, $50.00 par année 
Autres pays, $6.00, $60.00 par année 

EOIItRE DE GROS 

SEPTEMBRE 1985 

Fasts saillants 

Vent em 

Lem ventes des marchanda de gros ont progressé aensibletnent 
an aeptembre 1985, m'élevant è 15.914 de plus que Is même mols 
l'année dernire. Entre lea ventes réviaées daoct 1985 et 
cellem d'aot 1984, on relëve une hauaao de 9.4%. 

En septembre 1985, tous les grands groupes de commerce de 
gros ont enregistré une hjsse par rapportè l'année derniè 
re. Lea gains lea plus importants ont eté rapportéa par lea 
grossistes en véhicules 6 moteur et accessoires (+22.2%) et 
ceux des autrea machines at équipement (+20.4%). Toutes lea 
regions ont affichC des ventes supérieurea h l'année dernière, 
sCchelonnant de 11.8% dans lea provinces de l'Atlantique a 
17,8% dana lea provinces des Prairies. 

Lea ventes crinulatives des morchands de gras pour lea neuf 
premiers incus de 1985 démontrent one hausse de 11.6%, campers-
tivement h Is même période an 1984. Des gains substantiela ant 
Cté enregistrCs par lea groasistes an véhicules a noteur et 
accessolrem (+20.2%); ceux des eut rem machines et équipement 
(+17.3%); sinai que ceux des métaux, quincaillerie, plomberie 
at appareils de chauffage (+17.3%). 

Inventaires 

Les inventairem des marchands de gros, h Is fin de sep-
tembre 1985, me sont accrus de 6.5% par rapport b l'année 
précédente. Lea inventairea révisés daoOt 1985 montrent un 
accroissesnent de 5.3% an regard de ceux daoQt 1904. Le rap-
port inventaires sur ventes h Is fin de aeptembre 1985 a dimi-
nué è 1.51:1 comparativement è 1.65:1 Un an auparavant. 
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TABLE 1. Iliolesale Marchants - P'cnth-to-Month and Year-to--Year Percentage Change In Estimated Levels of Sales, by Major Trade 
Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1985 

1985 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 April/March May/April June/May July/June August/Jul yr 	Sept/AugustP 

Avril/Mars 	Mai/Avril 	Juin/Mai 	Juil/Juin 	AOOt/JU IJr 	Sept/AoCitP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

I Total all trade groups +0.1 +15.0 -6.3 -.4.0 +0.8 +3.7 

2 Food +1.0 +10.8 -4.6 +1.0 +2.1 -0.3 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +0.7 +14.0 -0.7 -4.1 +8.3 +0.1 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and -7.0 -3.2 -4.5 +14.9 +14.4 -1.2 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and acces8ories +9.4 +9.4 -9.8 +0.9 -2.2 +4.6 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies +31.8 -1.9 -10.4 -5.5 +7.2 -14.9 

7 Other machinery, 	equ1pne1 	and .-1.2 14.9 +1.1 -2.9 -fl•5 
supplies 1 

B Metals, 	hardware, 	plumhiiiti 	and heat.in +1.1 10,6 -7.11 -- -1.7 +1.6 
equipment 

9 Lisiber and building materials +7.6 +28.2 +1.4 -3.5 +3.7 +0.2 

10 Other wholesslers(2) +2.7 +43.7 -15.7 -18.3 -3.4 +8.9 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces +3.3 +10.1 -1.9 +3.7 -4.7 -2.4 

12 Québec -0.5 +21.1 -10.3 -5.2 +4.5 

13 Ontario -0.1 +11.6 -4.6 -5.1 -0.3 +7.6 

14 Prairie provinces +6.6 +16.6 -6.7 -4.1 -0.4 +2.0 

15 British Colienbia, Yukon and Northwest -6.1 +13.2 -3.6 -0.5 +0.5 +3.4 
Territories 

figures not available. 
-- nount too nmisll to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
I revised figures. 

 Includes: [lectrical machinery, equipsent and supplies (SIC 621): 	and Machinery and equipment. n.e.s. (SIC 6231. 
 Includes: Farm products (excludinq grail /12] nper prndu'l; ,1 	1 	]r]I ]nin naIri 
627); 	and Wholesalers, n.e.s. 	(SIC 629). 
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TABLEAU 1. Marchands de qros - Variations el-I pourcentaqe par rapport aj IIEIS précédent et 	l'année précédente de l ' estimation 

de niveau des ventes, par Grands qroupes de coierce (Canada) et pour 1'enseila dee commerces (regions), 1985 

I 	/1984 January to 
SeptemberP ___________________________________________________________________ 
1985/1984 Grands groupes de comerce - 

April May June July Augustr SeptemberP Janvier b Regions 
septembreP 

Avril Mai Juin Juillet Ao tr SepterubreP 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

+13.5 +12.7 +8.5 +17.6 +9.4 +15.9 +11.6 Total, tous lea groupes cia coierce 1 

+8.8 +9.0 +6.1 +11.4 +3.8 +13.0 +6.9 Produits alimentaires 2 

+13.2 +17.1 +19.7 +15.9 +11.0 +14.9 +14.5 Produits du tabec, pharmaceutiques at 3 
articles de toilette 

+14.1 4-6.2 +4.3 +7.4 -1.8 +10.0 +8.4 VCtements, articles de mercerie, 4 
meubles de maison et merchandises 
en gCnCral 

+26.3 +23.0 +17.8 +33.7 +27.7 +22.2 +20.2 VAhiculea b moteur at accessoires 5 

+9.5 +18.9 +24.5 +25.0 +4.3 +13.2 +12.0 Machines at materiel agricoles 6 

.11.1 +1A +17.3 ALr- 	marIijnr; 	et 	quipement1) 7 

4.6 -2.8 1.1 +9.5 +6.0 +14.7 +0.2 Bois d'oeuvre et matériaux de 9 
construct ion 

+7.8 +11.5 +2.0 +14.3 +2.2 +10.7 +7.2 Autrea groasistes(2) 10 

Regions 

+14.9 +9.3 +6.5 +10.8 +6.3 +11.0 +11.8 Provincea cia l'Atlantique 11 

+11.8 +7.5 +0.5 +13.2 +7.3 +12.8 +8.6 Québec 12 

+16.8 +15.8 +14.9 +21.5 +10.8 +17.4 +13.6 Ontario 13 

+12.5 +17.6 +8.9 +16.0 +9.4 +17.8 +12.5 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+8.4 +9.9 +7.3 +19.1 +10.8 +16.0 +10.7 Coloithie-Britannique, Yukon at 15 
Territoires dii Nord-Quest 

noinbres indisponibles. 
-- noatres infimes. 
P nombres provisoires. 

riombres 
• 	1nclus 

rectifiés. 
Machines, sppareils et fournitures electriques 	(CAI 	621); et Machines et équipement, n.c.a. 	(CAr 623). 

:1' '. ''A' 	1/; 	2 ]I er 	'!AF 	1)60, pt n 	,. 
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TABLE 2. Iiolesale Merchants - Month-to--Month and Year-to-Year Percentage Change in Eati.ated Level8 of Stocks, by Major Trade 
Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1985 	 I 

1985 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 April/March May/April 	June/May 	July/June 	AU9U5t/JU1r 	Sept/AuguatP 

No. 	
Avi-il/Mars 	Msi/Avril 	Juin/Mai 	Jul 1/Juin 	Ao t/Ju ilt 	Sept/AoOtP 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups +1.6 -1.6 +0.9 -1.1 +0.3 +0.6 

2 Food -2.7 •.-0.2 +2.4 +2.3 -0.3 +1.5 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +1.6 -1.9 +4.3 +3.7 -1.7 +0.3 

4 Apparel, dry qoods, furniture and +0.1 -0.4 +4.5 +1.7 -0.5 +0.1 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories +1.7 +2.7 -1.7 -0.5 +0.2 +4.1 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies +1.1 -3.6 +0.7 -1.0 _3•) -ILR 

7 Other machinery, equipment and +2.3 +1.0 +1.1 -2.6 +0.7 -- 
supplies (1) 

8 Metals, hardware, pluilbinq and heating +3.1 -0.6 -0.5 +1.1 +4.3 -0.1 
equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials +2.4 -2.9 +1.9 -2.4 -1.3 -0.9 

10 Other wholesalers(2) +2.0 -9.1 -0.4 -3.1 +2.6 -0.3 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces +1.4 -0.4 +0.2 +1.0 +1.0 +0.2 

12 Uuébec +3.3 -6.8 -.-4.2 -3.0 +0.3 -0.2 

13 Ontario +1.3 +0.8 -0.1 -0.4 +1.2 +0.5 

14 Prairie provinces +0.5 -1.1 -0.2 -2.8 -2.1 +1.9 

15 British Colimibia, Yukon and Northwest +1.1 -0.1 +0.1 +2.9 +1.8 +0.1 
Territories 

figures not available. 
-- mnount too muall to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621): and Machinery and equipment, n. 	... (SIC 623). 
 Includes: Farm products (excluding grain': SI I' 	6112': 	Pjper arid 	paper [-odurl I C 	61 	z Cerap and waste mater tEd a 	5IC 
627); 	and Wholesalers, 	n.e.s. 	(SIC 629). 
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IAIILEAU 2. Marchanda do gros - Variations en pourcentage par rapport a.j Ibis precedent et è l'annêe précédente de l'eatimation 
cia niveau des stocks, par Grands qroupes do coerce (Canada) et pour 1'en8ethle des coercea (regions), 1985 

85/1984 

Grands groupes do colenerce - 
April 	May 	June 

	
July 	Auqustr 	SeptemberD 

	
Regions 

Avril 	Mai 	Juin 
	

Juillet 	AoOtr 	SeptembreP 	
0 

per cent - pourcentage 

+6.5 +5.3 +6.4 +4.9 +5.3 +6.5 

+3.5 +3.3 +6.0 +8.5 +4.7 +5.6 

+16.2 +15.4 +14.7 +17.7 +8.5 +9.2 

+9.9 +9.1 +9.6 +9.7 +9.8 +12.0 

+12.9 +14.6 +14.4 +13.9 +12.5 +16.1 

-8.3 -6.9 -6.7 -7.6 -8.7 

+4.8 +5.4 +1.0 +2.2 +2.1 

+8.6 +8.8 +8.9 +9.3 +14.6 +16.3 

+1.2 +0.9 +3.6 +2.6 +5.2 +7.6 

+10.5 +7.6 +9.5 +6.1 +6.1 +10.2 

Total, tous les groupee do coerce 	1 

Produjta alimentaires 	 2 

Produits du tabac, phermaceutiques et 	3 
articles de toilette 

V&teaents, articles do mercerie, meubles do 	4 
maison at marchandises an général 

Véhicules a moteur et acceasoiree 	5 

Machines et materiel agricoles 	6 

Autrea machines et equipement(1) 	7 

Métaux, cjincaillerie, plonterie at appareils 	8 
do chauffage 

Baja d'oeuvre et matCriaux do construction 	9 

Autres grossistes(2) 	 10 

Regions 

+6.4 +5.5 	+5.0 +7.2 +8.6 +7.0 Provinces do l'Atlantique 	11 

+12.8 +7.0 	+8.3 +5.9 +8.0 +9.0 Uuébec 	 12 

+9.2 +9.3 	+10.1 +7.3 +7.9 +8.8 Ontario 	 13 

-0.5 -0.8 	+1.1 -0.6 -2.7 -0.7 Provinces des Prairies 	14 

+0.5 +1.7 	+2.1 +5.1 +6.9 +8.4 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et Territoirea 	15 
du Nord-Ouest 

nombres indisponibies. 
-- nombres infimes. 
P nombree proviaoires. 

nombres rectifiés. 
Inclus: Machines, appareils et fournituren Clectriques WAt 621); et Machines et équipement, n.c.a. (CAr 623). 
rius: Produits agricoles (excluant 	lea cCréales) 	(CALf 602); Papier et articles en papier (CALf 611); Oéchets et mstières 
rebut 	(CAE 627); 	et Grossistea, n.c.a. (CAI 	629). 
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TABLE 3. %*olesale Merchants - Monthly Stocka/Sales Ratios, by Major Trade Groups for Canada and for All trades in Regions, 
1985 

1985 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 April 	May 	June 	July 	August' 	SeptemberP 

Avril 	Mai 	Juin 	Juillet 	AotItr 	SepteinbreP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups 1.65 1.42 1.52 1.57 1.56 1.51 

2 Food .72 .65 .72 .73 .71 .72 

3 tobacco, drugs and toilet 1.02 .88 .92 1.00 .90 .91 
preparations 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture 2.24 2.30 2.52 2.23 1.94 1.96 
and general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories 1.64 1.54 1.68 1.66 1.70 1.69 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and 3.48 3.42 3.84 4.02 3.61 4.21 
supplies 

7 Other machinery, equipment and 1.95 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.91 1. 
suppliea(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plijnhinq and 1.59 1.43 1.54 1.56 1.65 1.62 
heating equipment 

9 Lumber and building materIals 1.91 1.44 1.45 1.47 1.39 1.38 

10 Other wholeaalera(2) 1.69 1.07 1.27 1.50 1.60 1.46 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces 1.41 1.28 1.31 1.27 1.35 1.38 

12 Québec 1.57 1.21 1.41 1.44 1.38 1.38 

13 Ontario 1.55 1.40 1.46 1.54 1.56 1.45 

14 Prairie province8 2.27 1.93 2.07 2.09 2.06 2.06 

15 British Colijubia, Yukon and 1.44 1.27 1.32 1.37 1.38 1.34 
Northwest Territories 

figures not available. 
-- aiiount too small to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 

(1) Includeg 	Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e.a. 	(SIC 623). 
lnr'11r1';: 	rrrn 	prodci - 	(pr1urflnr riin ) 	(Sir 602); 	Pprr and 	),1p'r 	prncijnt 	(SIC cii); 	Srr3p nfid 	wt,- 	intri,1 	lL 

Wh 	I 	• 
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Aill [AU 3. Marebands tie gros - Rport mensuel stocks/ventee, par (rands groupes de cijilveerce (Canada) et pour l'enseáile ties 
cunercea (réqions), 1985 

Grands groupes cle comerce - 
April May June July August September Regions 

Avril Mai Juin Juillet AoCjt Septembre 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

1.76 1.52 1.55 1.76 1.62 1.65 Total, tous lea groupea tie coerce 1 

.76 .69 .72 .75 .71 .78 Produjta alimentaires 2 

.99 .89 .96 .98 .93 .95 Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques 3 
et articles tie toilette 

2.32 2.24 2.40 2.18 1.73 1.94 Vétements, articles de rnercerie, 4 
meubles de moison at inarchandises 
en qénéral 

1.84 1.66 1.73 1.95 1.93 1.78 Vébicules Ii moteur at acceasoires 5 

3.97 4.43 5.13 5.39 4.08 5.22 Machines et materiel agrLcoles 6 

I 
• 1. • . 14 1.6 1. Metau 	, 	quincail lerie, 	pionerie et 8 

appareils de chauffage 

1.80 1.39 1.39 1.56 1.41 1.47 Boia d'oeuvre et matérlaux tie 9 
construction 

1.65 1.11 1.18 1.62 1.51 1.47 Autres grossistes(2) 10 

Regions 

1.53 1.32 1.32 1.32 1.32 1.45 Provinces de lAtlantique 11 

1.56 1.22 1.31 1.54 1.37 1.43 Québec 12 

1.65 1.48 1.53 1,74 1.60 1.57 Ontario 13 

2.57 2.29 2.22 2.44 2.31 2.44 Provinces des Prairies 14 

1.55 1.38 1.39 1.55 1.44 1.43 Colotebie-Britannique, Yukon et 15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 

nombres indisponibles. 
-- nombres inf'imes. 

' 	 nombres provisoires. 
ornhres rectifiés. 

lus: Machines, appareils at fournitures électric.jes (CAI 	621); 	at Machines at équipement, n.c.a. 	(CAr 623). 
Produits agricoles (excluant lea céréales) 	(CAE 	602); Papier et articles en papier (CAt 611); Déchets et matières 

lus: 
rebut 	(CAr 627); et Grossiates, n.c.a. (CAr 629). 
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This publication presents estimates of month-to-
month and year-to-year percentage changes in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard Industrial Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aggregate 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
lishments engaged in the sale of petroleum products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existing 
monthly sample survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing ammple survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representative 
of actual changes taking place. 

Commencing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centage change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published 
regionally and for 9 major trade groups only. The sup-
pression of selected information previously provided 
is due to the relatively small sample size of the 
existing monthly survey and new information from the 
1982 annual survey, which indicates that the estimates 
for a number of provinces and S.I.C. trade groups are 
not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross sales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consignment to other firms at the end of the month. 
Goods of other fires held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consignment are not included. 

The estimates of percentage changes for provincial 
(regional) sales and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical unit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assianed in total to the province 
(region) in which the head office of the establishment 
is located. Therefore, using this measure of provin-
cial (regional) sales and stocks, data for those prov-
inces (regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of sales and inventories should 
consult the 1983 issue of Wholesale Trade Statistics: 
Wholesale Merchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 
No. 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales ratios are available through CANSIM - 
Matrix 44. 

Inguiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholesale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

Le present bulletin renferne des estimations de Is vans 
tion en pourcentage dun mois a l'autre et d'une année 
lautre des ventes et des stocks ainsi que des rapports entr 
les stocks et lea ventes des grossistes selon Is Classifica-
tion des activités Cconomiques do 1970, per grands grouprei  
dindustnie, pour Is Canada, at globsiement pour cliacune de 
regions. Comes par le passé, lea estimations ne tiennent pea 
coapte des grossistes an produits pétroliers et an céréales. 
Me sont pas conptCes non plus las ventes des agents et des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mai 1981 eat Is dernière qui a 
démontré des donnCea sur Is valeur en dollars. La publication 
de Is valeur des dollars a etC suspendue après quon out 
dCmontrC, b Is lumière de nouveaux renseignements, que cea 
données Ctaient d'un nlveau insatisfaisant. Toutefois, lea 
variations en pourcentage FondCes sur l'enqute-Cchantillon 
actuelle out continuées de paraltre ptlisque ces données ont 
toujours etC jugCes cosme Ctant representatives des change-
ments reels. 

A partir do mois de sal 1984, lea estimations mensuelles de 
variation en pourcentage des ventes et des stocks des établis-
sements de commerce do gras aeront publiées par regions et 
pour 9 grands groupes seulement. Cette initiative s'explique 
par Is taille relativement petite do l'Cchanttllon de Pen-
quete mensuelle actuelle et per do nouveaux renseignements 
provensnt do lenquête annuelle do 1982, qui revèlent que les 
estimations pour un certain nontres do provinces at do groupes 
C.A.E. soot do qualitC insuffisante pour fin do publication. 

La variation an pourcentage indiquée pour los ventes reprC-
sente les ventes brutes mains lea nendus et les rabais, sans 
lea taxes do vente. La variation en pourcentage des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte do Is valeur des marchandises poseC-
dées ou expédiées an consignation h Is fin du moss. Les ina - 
chandisos appartenant b d'sutres entreprises at dCtenues 
cansiqnation par lea enquêtCs no soot pas comptCes. 

Lee estimations de Is variation en pourcentage pour lc 
ventes et los stocks provinciaux (regionsux) s'sppuient sur I 
concept do l'unité statistique do lCtablissement. Les donnée 
recueillies des Ctablisseu,ents an activitC dana plus dune 
province (region) apparaissent. an total dane is province 
(region) oU Ic siage social do ces établissementa se situe. 
Done, si ion tient compte do cette mesure, lea donnCes des 
provinces (regions) oh reside Is siege social do ces établis-
semonts inclue an fait lea ventes et les stocks d'autrea 
provinces (regions). 

L'uttlisatour avisC gui veut obtenir des valeurs annuelles 
adéquates pour les ventes et les stocks, devrait se réfCrer 
sax résultats des Ststistiques sur Is Commerce do gros: les 
marchands do gros et les agents at les courtiers, 1983, 
NO 63-226 au catalogue. 

Lea variations en pourcentage par rapport h lannée prCcC-
dente et les rapports mensuels inventaires aur ventes soot 
disponibles par Is truchement do CANSIM - Matnice 44. 

Les demandes do renseignements concernant cette publication 
doivent étre sdressCes a Is Section coerce do gram, Division 
do lindustrie, Statistique Canada, Dttswa, K1A OWn, Télé-
phone: (613) 991-3556. 
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