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$CLESALE TRADE 

JAMMRY 1986 

Hi,lit 

s lea 

f*iolesale merchants' sales in January 1986 rose 
irrificently for the second consecutive month, re-

sulting in a 16.4% advance over the some period in 
1985. Revised sales for December 1985 were up 19.3% 
from the December 1984 level. 

In January 1986, all major trade groups registered 
increased sales from a year earlier. The most notable 
gains were reported by the following major trade 
groups: other machinery, equipment and supplies 
(+27.8%); lunber and building material8 (+25.6%); and 
tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations (+20.7%). All 
regions posted sales increases from a year earlier, 
ranging from 25.0% in Ontario to 7.1% in the Atlantic 
provinces. 

Inventoriem 

friolesale inventories in January 1986 increased by 
6.4% over the corresponding period in 1985. Revised 
inventories for December 1985 were up 4.3% from the 
December 1984 level. 

The ratio of inventories to sales at the end of 
January 1986 stood at 1.72:1, down from 1.88:1 a year 
earlier.  

aJI4RcE DE GRUS 

JANVIER 1986 

Faith saillanta 

Ventee 

Lea ventes des rnarchands de gros ont progressé sensihienient 
en jenvier 1986,pour un deuxime moss consécutif, s'élevant 
16.4% de plus que le même mois l'année dernière. Entre lea 
ventes révisées de d6cembre 1985 et celles de décembre 1984, 
on relve une hausse de 19.3%. 

En janvier 1986, tous lea grands groupes de conweerce de 
gras ont enregistré une hausse par rapport h janvier 1985. Lea 
gaina les plus importanta ont été rapportés par lea grands 
qroupea suivanta: lea groasitee en autres sachines et équipe-
merits (+27.8%); ceux en bojs d'oeuvre et matériaux de cons-
truction (+25.6%); et les qroaaistes en produits du tabac, 
phermaceutiques at articles de toilette (+20.7%). Toutes lea 
regions ont affichC des ventes supérseures h l'année précé-
dante, a'échelonnant de 25.0% en Ontario è 7.1% dons lea pro-
vinces de l'Atlantique. 

Inventeires 

Lea inventaires des marchands de groa, h is fin de janvier 
1986, Se soot accrus de 6.4% par rapport h la même période un 
an plus tOt. Lea inventaireg révisés de décembre 1985 montrent 
un accroiasement de 4.3% en regard de ceux de dCcembre 1984. 

La rapport inventaires sur ventes è Is fin de janvier 1986 
a diminué b 1.72:1 comparativernent b 1.88:1 un an auparavant. 
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TABLE 1. *oIesaIe Merchants - Menth-to-.onth and Year-to-year 
Grotçs for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1985 

2 

Percentage Change in Eat iaated Levels of Sales, by Major Trade 

1985 1986/1985 

Major trade groups - 
Regions August/3uiy Sept/August Oct/Sept Nov/Oct D5C/NOV r Jan/DeeP 

Aot/juil Sept/aoC,t Iictlsept Nov/oct Dêc/nov r Jan/dP 
No. 

per cent - pourcent age 

1 Total all trade groe +0.8 +2.9 -i8.4 -9.0 -6.9 -1.2 

2 Food +2.1 -2.1 +3.9 -6.9 -2.9 -8.2 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +8.3 +1.3 +13.1 -4.7 -12.1 +5.9 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and +14.4 -1.6 +2.2 -7.5 -19.7 +3.5 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories -2.2 +2.4 +11.3 -10.1 -6.6 -9.1 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies +7.2 -13.2 +47.7 -31.5 -11.6 14.2 

7 Other machinery, equipment and -0.5 +9.2 +7.2 -5.7 +1.7 +1.3 
supplies(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plunbing and heating -1.7 +3.6 +7.5 -8.6 -15.4 +15.4 
equipment 

9 Lianber and building materials +3,7 +0.4 +3.4 -18.1 -20.9 +11.1 

10 Other wholesslera(2) -3.4 +8.6 +7.6 -10.2 -8.1 -2.6 

Req ione 

11 Atlantic provinces -4.7 -2.5 +4.7 -3.2 -7.6 -4.4 

12 QuAbec +4.5 -0.7 +7.6 -7.8 -13.9 +1.3 

13 Ontario -0.3 +6.3 +8.3 -10.3 -3.4 -1.3 

14 Prairie provinces -0.4 +1.9 +12.4 -11.1 -6.3 -6.8 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest +0.5 i-3.3 +6.7 -12.4 -4.8 +2.7 
Territories 

Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e.a. (SIC 623). 
Includes: Farm products (excluding grain) (SIC 602); Paper and paper products (SIC 611); Scrap and waste materials (SIC 
627); and Wholesalers, n.e.s. (SIC 629). 

P preliminary figures. 
revised figures. 
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IAAIEAU 1. Marchaida de gros - Variationa an pourcentaga par rapport ai .ois précédent et a l'ennée prkédente de l'eatiaation 
de niveau dee ventee, par Grends graee de coerce (Caiada) et pour 1 • ens1e dee coercee (réqione), 1985 

185/1984 	 1986/1985 

Grands groupes de coemerce - 
August 	September 	October 	November 	December r 	JenuaryP 	Regions 

AoIt 	Septembre 	Octobre 	Novembre 	Décenibre" 	JanvierP 
No 

per cent - pourcentage 

+9.4 +15.0 +17.9 +7.4 +19.3 +16.4 Total, tous les grotes de coeerce 1 

+3.8 +11.0 +13.3 +6.2 +10.7 +6.1 Produits alimentairea 2 

+11.0 +16.3 +28.5 +22.7 +17.7 +20.7 Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques at 3 
articles de toilette 

-1.8 +10.4 +5.7 +0.1 +22.4 +5.2 Vêtements, articles de mercerie, 4 
me(,1es de majeon at marchandisee 
en génCral 

+27.7 +19.6 +25.0 +13.1 +39.5 +17.0 Véhjcules b moteur at accessoires S 

+4.3 +15.5 +28.8 +9.2 +29.3 +17.6 Machines at materiel agricoles 6 

5.8 +18.9 +19.6 +7.6 +72. +27.8 A5l rt.s 	m 	 't 	'qiprrnet '1 7 

I 
• 	I 	I.(I 1 1 	?.. .f /.11 1I1 	sj., 	 I H i. 	Hriihor 1 

apparel Is 	(Jo 	CIUILI 1 l;ICJI! 

+6.0 +14.9 +16.5 +2.0 +26.5 +25.6 Rois d'oeuvre at matCriaux de 9 
construction 

+2.2 +10.3 +14.3 +1.9 +10.1 +8.2 Autres grossistes(2) 10 

Régione 

+6.3 +11.8 +6.0 +3.3 +9.0 +7.1 Provinces de l'Atlantique 11 

+7.3 +12.0 +15.1 +4.3 +15.7 +8.9 Québec 12 

+10.8 +15.9 +17.1 +8.7 +24.6 +25.0 Ontario 15 

+9.4 +17.7 +22.2 +10.4 +16.4 +10.8 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+10.8 +15.9 +24.0 +7.1 +17.7 +16.1 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et 15 
Territoires du Nord-Duest 

(I) 	Inclus: Machines, eppareils et fourniturea électriques (CAr 621); 	at Machines et &quipement, n.c.a. 	(CAE 623). 
2) 	Inclus: Produits egricoles (excluant lea cérCales) (CAr 602); 	Papier at articles an papier (CAr 611); Déchets et matières 

de rebut (CAr 627); et Groesistee, n.c.a. (CAr 629). 
provisoires. I, nombrea 

nombres rectifiée. 
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TAALE 2.Wiolesale Merchenta - Month-to-month and Year-to-year Percentage Chaige in Eetiaated Levels of Stocks, by Major Trade 
Groups For Caiada and For All Trades in Regions, 1985 

1985 	 1986/198 

Major trade qroups - 
Regions 	 August/3uly 	Sept/August 	Oct/Sept 	Nov/Oct 	Dec/Nov r 	Jan/DecP 

No. 	
AoCat/juil 	Sept/aotit 	Oct/sept 	Nov/oct 	Oéc/novr 	Jan/d&P 

per cent - pourcentege 

1 Total all trade groq,e -i0.3 +0.3 -0.8 -0.5 +1.4 +1.4 

2 Food -0.3 +2.0 -0.5 -1.5 +1.5 -2.5 

3 tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations -1.7 +0.4 +1.4 +1.9 +7.7 -5.7 

4 Apparel, dry qoods, furniture and -0.5 -0.5 -2.1 -2.2 +2.4 +2.2 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories +0.2 +4.3 +0.3 -0.7 -1.3 +1.7 

6 Farm machinery, equipsent and supplies -3.9 -2.9 -6.3 -1.6 -0.9 +5.2 

7 Other machi- - : i +r. 	I 
supplies 

8 Metals, 	hardware, 	p!iinituia 	and 	hcni 	cccj +4.5 -0.7 s-0.4 -.1.6 -0.8 
equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials -1.3 -1.2 -1.1 - 	-2.5 +4.0 +2.9 

10 Other wholesalei-s(2) +2.6 -0.6 0.5 -0.5 +3.1 +3.9 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces +1.0 -0.5 +1.3 +0.4 -0.9 -1.4 

12 Ouêbec +0.3 +0.9 -0.7 -0.5 +3.1 +0.4 

13 Ontario +1.2 -- -1.0 +0.2 +0.9 +1.3 

14 Prairie provinces -2.1 +0.8 -1.4 -3.1 +2.3 +3.5 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest +1.8 -0.5 -- +1.2 -1.4 +1.2 
Territories 

623).  Includes: Electrical machinery, equipmerl and 	scpnlcea 	rSIr  621); 	and Machinery and 	equipment , n.e..s. 	(SIC 
 Includes: Farm products (excluding qrai i 1 511. 	h)? 	Paper and paper prunliceta 	IlL 61 	Scrap and waste materials 	S1C 

627); 	and Wholesalers, n.e.s. 	(SU' 6295. 
-- anount too small to he expressed. 

P preliminary 	fiqures. 
r revised 	fiqijres. 
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I ARLEAU 2. Marchands de gras - Variations en pourcentage per rapport an .is précédent at h 1 • année précédente de 1 • eat i.ation 
de nivesu des stocks, per Grands grotes de cerce (Canada) et pour 1' ens1e des coerces (regions), 1985 

985/1984 	 1986/1985 

Grands groupes de coaenerce - 
August 	September 	October 	November 	Decernber' 	JanuaryP 	Regions 

AoDt 	Septembre 	Octobre 	Novesebre 	Décemb re r 	JanvierP 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

+5.3 +6.2 +5.0 +3.9 .4.3 +6.4 Total, toun lee gro.e de coerce 1 

+4.7 +6.1 +5.3 +2.7 +7.1 +4.1 Produjts alimentaices 2 

+8.5 +9.3 +13.5 +14.2 +8.0 +5.3 Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques at 3 
articles de toilette 

+9.8 +11.3 +8.6 +9.0 +10.2 +10.0 Vtements, articles de mercerie, meubles de 4 
maison et marchandiseg en général 

+12.5 +16.3 +16.5 +16.7 +10.8 +16.2 Vébicules h moteur et accessoires 5 

-7.6 -10.7 -17.0 -16.4 -16.5 -12.9 Machines et materiel agricoles 6 

-H +2.1 +4.8 Autres machines et equipenient(1) 7 

+14.8 *1.6 +17.9 +11.6 +14.3 +17.8 Métaux, qsiincsillerie, plomberie at appareils 8 
de cheuffaqe 

+5.2 +7.3 +6.7 +4.7 +8.3 +9.8 Bois d'oeuvre at matériau,c de construction 9 

+8.1 +9.9 +11.5 +4.1 +6.5 +7.7 Autres grossi8tes(2) 10 

Regions 

+8.6 +6.4 +6.9 +6.9 +6.9 +6.9 Provinces de l'Atlantique 11 

+8.0 +10.2 +9.9 +5.5 +6.6 +6.0 Québec 12 

+7.9 +8.2 +8.0 +8.9 +7.1 +11.2 Ontario is 

-2.7 -1.7 -5.2 -7.2 -4.1 -1.6 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+6.9 .7.8 +6.7 +6.0 +6.8 +7.7 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon at lerritoires 15 
du Nord-Ouest 

Inclus: Machines, appareils at fournitures Clectriques (CAC 621); 	at Machines et équipement, n.c.a. 	(CAI 	623). 
Inclus: Produits agricoles (excluant lee cCréales) (CAr 602); 	Papier et articles en papier (CAE 611); Déchets at matires 
de rebut (CAF 	627); at Grossistes, n.c.a. (CAI 	629). 

--

nombres infjaes. 
rsombrea provisoires. 
riombres rectiflés. 
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TABLE 3. Mo1eea1e I4erchente - Monthly Stocks/Salee Ratios, by Major Trade Groie for Canada and for All Tradea in Regions, 
1985 

1985 	 1986 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 August 	 September 	October 	November 	December 1' 	JanuaryP 

AoCit 	 Septeebre 	Octobre 	Novembre 	Décembre" 	3anvjerP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade qroI.çm 1.56 1.52 1.39 1.53 1.67 1.72 

2 Food .71 .74 .71 .75 .78 .83 

Tobacco, drugs and toilet .90 .90 .80 .86 1.05 .94 
preparations 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture 1.94 1.96 1.88 1.98 2.53 2.50 
and general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories 1.70 1.73 1.56 1.72 1.82 2.04 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and 3.61 4.04 2.56 3.68 4.12 5.06 
supplies 

7 Other machinery, equipment STIi i i 	c 1 
supplies(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plumbing and 1.65 1,58 1.48 1.64 I.95 1.69 
heating equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials 1.39 1.37 1.31 1.56 2.05 1.90 

10 Other wholesalers(2) 1.60 1.46 1.35 1.50 1.68 1.79 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces 1.35 1.38 1.33 1.38 1.48 1.53 

12 Québec 1.38 1.40 1.30 1.40 1.68 1.66 

13 Ontario 1.56 1.47 1.34 1.50 1.56 1.61 

14 Prairie provinces 2.06 2.04 1.79 1.95 2.13 2.36 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and 1.38 1.33 1.25 1.44 1.49 1.47 
Northwest Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e,s. 	(SIC 623). 
 Includes: Farm products (excluding grain) 	(SIr 602); 	Paper 	and paper products 	(SIC 611); 	Scrap and waste materials 	(SIC 

627); 	and Wholesalers, 	n.e.s. 	(SIC 629). 
P preliminary fiquree. 

revised figures. 
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IABLEALJ 3. Narchands de çros - Rapport .snsuel stocks/vente, per Grands grot.es de co.Ierce (Canada) et pour l'ense1e des 
coerces (réqione), 1985 

1985 

Grands groupes de coneerce - 
August 	Septeater 	October 	tve,aber 	December 	January 	Regions 

Aotjt 	Septembre 	Octobre 	Novembre 	Décembre 	Janvier 
 No 

per cent - pourcentage 

1.62 1.65 1.56 1.59 1.91 1.88 

.71 .78 .76 .78 .81 .85 

.93 .95 .91 .92 1.15 1.07 

1.73 1.94 1.82 1.82 2.81 2.39 

1.93 1.78 1.67 1.67 2.29 2.05 

4.08 5.22 3.97 4.81 6.38 6.83 

2.03 1.95 1.86 2.08 2.09 

1.63 1.62 1.44 1.57 1.88 1.68 

1.41 1.47 1.43 1.52 2.40 2.18 

1.51 1.47 1.38 1.46 1.74 1.80 

total, tous lea groupes de coerce 1 

Produits alimentaires 	2 

Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques 	3 
at articles de toilette 

Vêtements, articles de mercerie, 	4 
meubles de majso, at marchandiges 
en général 

Véhjcules b moteur at accessoires 	5 

Machines at materiel agricoles 	6 

Autres machines at equipement(1) 	7 

MCtaux, quincaillerie, plomberie at 8 
appareils de chauff'age 

Bois d'oeuvre at matériaux de 	9 
construction 

Autres groasistes(2) 	10 

Regions 

1.32 1.45 	1.32 1.34 1.51 1.53 Provinces de J.'Atlantique 11 

1.37 1.43 	1.36 1.38 1.82 1.71 Québec 12 

1.60 1.57 	1.45 1.49 1.82 1.80 Ontario 13 

2.31 2.44 	2.31 2.32 2.58 2.66 Provinces des Prairies 14 

1.44 1.43 	1.45 1.44 1.65 1.59 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et 	15 
Jerritoires du Nord-Ouest 

Cl) 	Inclus: Machines, appareila at fourniturea électriques (CAC 621); 	at Machines et équipement, n.c.a. 	(CAC 623). 
(2) 	Inclus: Produite agricoles (excluant lee cCrCales) (CAr 602); Papier at articles en papier (CAr 611); Déchets at matières 

de rebut (CAr 627); at Grossistes, , n.c.a. (CAr 629). 
P nombres provisoires. 
r nombrea rectifiés. 
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This publication presents estimates of month-to-
month and year-to-year percentaqe changes in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard Industrial Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aqareqete 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
lishments engaged in the sale of petroleum products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existina 
monthly amnple survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing snanple survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representetive 
of actual chanoes taking place. 

Coevnencing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centace change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published re-
gionally and for nine major trade groups only. The 
suppression of selected information previously pro-
vided is due to the relatively small sample size of 
the existing monthly survey and new information from 
the 1982 annual survey, which indicates that the esti-
mates for a number of provinces and SIC trade groups 
are not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross sales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consignment to other firms at the end of the month. 
Goods of other firms held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consigranent are not included. 

The estimates of percentage chances for provincial 
(regional) males and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical unit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assigned in total to the province (re-
gion) in which the head office of the establishment is 
located. Therefore, uaino this measure of provincial 
(regional) sales and stocks, data for those provinces 
(regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of males and inventories should 
consult the 1983 issue of Wholesale Trade Statistics: 
Wholesale Merchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 
Mo. 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales ratios are available through CANSIM - 
Matrix 44. 

Inquiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholesale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottsws, K1A 0V4, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

Le present bulletin renferme des estimations de Is varia-
tion an pourcentage dun mois h lautre et dune année 
l'autre des ventes et des 8tocks sinai que de8 rapports entri 
lea stocks et los ventea des grosaistes scion Is Classifica-
tion des activités Cconomiquea de 1970, par grands groupe 
d'industrie, pour is Canada, et giobalement pour chacune de 
regions. Conane per Ic passé, lea estimations no tiennent pa 
compte des groe8istes an produits pétroliers at an céréales. 
Me sont pas comptCes non plus lea ventes des agents et des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mai 1981 eat Is dernière gui a dé-
montré des donnCes our Is valeur an dollars. La publication de 
Is vsieur des dollars a CtC suapendue après qu'on out demon-
tré, b is lumière de nouveaux renseignementa, gus ces données 
étaient d'un niveau insatisfaisant. Toutefoia, lea variations 
en pourcentage fondées sur l'enquête-Cchantillon actuelle ont 
continuCes de paraltre puisque ces donnCes ont toujours êtC 
jugées come Ctant representatives des changeinents reels. 

A partir du mois cJe mai 1984, los estimstions mensuelles de 
variation en pourcentage des ventes at des stocks des établis-
sements de cossnerce de gros seront pubhiées par regions at 
pour neuf grands groupes seulement. Cette initiative sexpli-
qua par Is taille reistivement petite de l'échsntillon de 
l'enquete mensuelle actualle at par de nouvesux renseignements 
provenant de l'enquete annuelle de 1982, qui revèlent que lea 

Ntimations pour un certain nombrea do provinces et de groupes 
r sont do qualitC insuffiaante pour fin de publication. 

La variation en pourcentage indiquée pour lea ventes repré- 
sente lea ventes brutes moms les rendus at lea rabsis, sans 
lea taxes de vente. La variation an pourcentsge des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte de is valour des marchandises posse-
dCes ou expédiCes an consignation 6 Is fin du mois. Lps sir-
chandises appsrtenant b d'autros entreprises et 1enje5 
consignation par lea enquêtés ne sont P85 comptCes, 

Les estimations de is variation an pourcentisv pour 
ventes at los stocks provinciaux (rCgionaux) s'appuient But Ii 
concept de lunité statistique de létablissement. Les donnCes 
recuelliles des Ctsblmssements an activitC dens plus dune 
province (region) spparaissent en total dens Is province 
(region) oh Is siege social de ces établissements se situe. 
l,nc, si Ion tient compte do cette meaure, las donnéea des 
provinces (regions) oh reside is siege social de ces étsblis-
assents inclue an fait lea ventes et lea stocks d'sutros 
provinces (regions). 

L'utilisateur avisC gui veul obtenir des velours annuolles 
sdéquates pour lea ventes et lee stocks, devrait se rCfCrer 
sux rCeultata des Statistiques our Is Conaserce de gros: los 
marchands de gros at lea agents et lee courtiers, 1983, 
NO 63-226 su catalogue. 

Les variations an pourcentage per rapport h l'année précé-
dents at lea repports mensuels inventairos our ventes mont 
disponibles par Is truchement do CANSIM - Matrice 44. 

Los deinandea do renseignements concernsnt cette publication 
doivent Ctre adressées a Is Section commerce de groe, Division 
ds lindustrie, Statistique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4, Tele-
phone: (613) 991-3536. 


