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Highlights 

liminaryestimates indicate that wholesale mer-
sales for November 1986 were up 8.8% above the 

.'r 1985 level. 	On a year-over-year basis. 
esale sales have registered an increase in every 

rh in 1986, the November and October increases were 
bumewbat lower than the 11.9% average registered in 
the first nine months of this year. 

In November 1986, all major trade groups except 
tobacco, drugs and toilet preparation (-5.1%) regis. 
tered increased sales from a year earlier. The trade 
groups having the most aiqnificant impact on the over-
all sales increase were wholesalers of electrical and 
non-electrical machinery, equipment and supplies 
(+13.2%) and limber and building materials (+22.4%). 

Except for the Prairie provinces (-2.1%), wholesale 
trade increases between November 1985 and November 
1986 were posted in all regions. 

Inventories 

lnveritony leels in November 1986 were 8.2% higher 
than those reported in November 1985. In each of the 
first Il months of 1986, the inventory levels reported 
have been higher than those for the corresponding 
months of 1985. 

The ratio of inventories to sales at the end of 
November 1986 stood at 1.54:1, identical to the ratio 
recorded a year earlier. For the first Ii months of 
1986, this ratio has averaged 1.57:1, down slightly 
i,m the 1.60:1 registered for the corresponding 

Ins di I inr ,  in rh 	rut 	i 	ri dire  

Faits saillesits 

Ventos 

Selon lea estimations préliminaires. Irs ventes des mar-
chands de gras en novembre 1986 s'éil'vent h 8.8% dp plus firm 

novembre 1985. On note nue Irs ventes des marchands de ciros 
ant enreqistré une croissance h taos lea mols, dune anném 
l'autre, depuis le debut de 1986. Lea aucimentations enreclis-
trees en novembre et octobre sont guelgue peu infCrieure ta 
moyenne de 11.9%, observée pour les neuf premiers mois rim 
1986. 

En novembre 1986. tous les grands groupes de commerce de 
qros, sauf Les produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques et articles 
de toilette (-5.1%). ont enreqistrC one hausse par rapport 
novembre de lannée dernière. Ceus ayant eu limpect le plum 
important sur i'ensemble de l'auqmentat ion sont Irs qrossistea 
en machines, appareils et fournitures Clectririues et non 
electnigues (+15.2%) et ceux en bois doeuvre et matériaux de 
construction (+22.4%). 

Tautes les regions. sauf lea provinces des Prairies 
(-2.1%). ont affiché des ventes supérieures ii relies enregis-
trees un an plus tot. 

Stocks 

Le niveau des stocks s'est acrru de 8.2% entre novembre 
1985 et novembre 1986. Pour chacun des 11 premiers mois de 
1986, les niveaux des stocks rapportés ont éIé supérieurs aux 
mois correspendants de l'année précédente. 

Le rapport dos stocks sur ventes h Ia fin de novetebre 1986 
me situe h 1.54:1. identique au rapport enreqistré un an 
auparsiant. La moyenne de ce rapport sétablit Ii 1.57:1 pour 
Irs 11 premiers mois de 1986. quelgue peu inférieure b Is 
moyenne de 1.60:1 ohservée pour Is mere période en 1985. Ia 
ii iflirlilt 	 iii dii 	rpriirI 	P!4f 	it 	hirihlr' 	-ri 	 fur' 	Ins \ r'rit iii 
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1 	,tela11 trde jrot4$ -3.0 

2 	Food -2.1 

3 	Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations -2.4 

4 	Apparel, dry goods, furniture and -3.1 
general merchandise 

5 	tkitor vehicles and accessories -2.2 

6 	Farm machinery, equipment and supplies +0.4 

7 	Other machr-r 	. 	 -q - 

supplies 	I 

8 	Metals , 	hrdwari • 	p Ijin 	rg 	did 	i - itzr, q - 

equipment 

9 	Useber and building materials +1.6 

10 	Other wholesalers(2) -9.8 

-1.9 -3.2 +8.9 +2.1 -9.4 

+3.5 -3.0 +4.4 +1.9 -3.7 

-0.9 +2.3 +4.7 +7.5 -12.2 

+18.5 +15.3 +9.0 -9.3 -13.6 

-3.9 -10.2 +10.4 +11.5 

+2.3 -4.0 -4.8 -0.4 

~ 4 

i- 0.7 -t. +1.' i-5.2 

+3.2 +0.5 +4.0 -4.7 

-16.8 -5.6 +13.8 -2.6 

-13.1 

7. 

-25.5 

I 

-14.5 

-7.8 

2 

TABLE 1. WhoLesale 	rchants -  4nth - to -month and Year - to - year Percent aqe Change in Estimated levels of Sales. by Major 1rad 
Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1986 

1986 

Majr trth gro*. - 
Re T ons I 

 A 

I - 	 June/May 	July/June 	August/July 	Sept/Auqust 	flct/Septr 	v/0ctD 

Juin/mai 	Juillet/juiri 	AoOt/juillet 	.Sept/aotit 	0ct/sept' 	Nov/octP 

No. 
- 	 per cent - pourcentaqe 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces -0.5 +4.8 -6.3 +4.3 +3.9 -7.0 

12 Ouébec -8.9 -1.3 +0.7 +4.8 +5.1 -9.8 

13 Ontario -1.2 -2.5 -4.9 +13.7 +1.7 -8.6 

14 Prairie provinces +0.6 -7.1 -1.6 +3.3 +5.0 -11.5 

15 British Colt,nbia, Yukon and Northwest -1.3 +3.1 -5.9 +10.4 -1.2 -9.3 

Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621): and Machinery and equipment, n.e.s. 	(SIC 623). 

 Includes: 	Farm products 	(exciudirit 	tr.,;r (SIr 	f02): 	Paper and parwr prud;irs (SIC iSI H: 	Srrdn R iirl 	wistv 	rnatpririls (511 

627): 	and Wholesaleta, 	n.e.s. 	(511 	i19, 

-- nount too small to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 
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TABLEAU 1. Prchands de gros - Variations en pourcentaqe par rapport au mois pr&êdent at b 1'inée prêe&lente de lestimotion 
de niveau des ventes, par Grds grotes de ctaerce (Cenada) at pour I ensemble des coumerces (réqi(ns), 1986 

1 	l6/1985 January to 
Nov emberP 
1986/1985 Grands groupes de commerce - 

June July Auçust September October" NovomberP Janvier b Réqions 
iio embreP 

Juin JulIet Aorut Septembre Octobrer Nove.nbreP 
No 

per cent - 	pourcentage 

+11.1 +13.1 -.8.5 +14.4 -.8.9 .8.8 +11.3 Total, tous lea groes de co.,ierce 1 

+2.0 +1.9 -4.7 +1.9 -- +3.4 +1.5 Produits alimentaires 2 

.6.7 +10.3 +4.9 +7.7 +3.1 -5.1 +9.4 Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques et 3 
articles de toilette 

+8.5 +10.8 +11.5 +24.6 +10.9 -.4.3 +11.7 Vétements, articles de mercerie, 4 
meub lea de maison et marchandises 
en général 

+20.9 +14.7 +5.2 +13.6 +13.4 +9.5 +14.7 Véhicules b moteur at accessoires 5 

+32.1 +42.3 +29.1 -.40.7 -.4.9 +2.2 +18.7 Machines et matérial agricoles 6 

dit 1 S (Te 	Ti;jut fae 

	

+19.7 	+27.2 	+22.9 	+27.5 	+19.3 	+22.4 	+23.9 	Bois d'oeu.re at matériau,c de 	9 
construction 

	

+8.8 	+11.3 	+8.8 	+13.6 	+4.1 	+5.8 	+9.0 	Autres grossistea(2) 	10 

Regions 

+4.5 	+6.5 	+1.7 +10.3 +8.3 +6.3 +4.3 Provinces de lAtlantique 11 

+5.8 	+10.8 	+6.6 +11.9 +9.5 +7.2 +7.9 Québec 12 

+16.7 	+18.5 	+12.6 +19.9 +13.5 +14.5 +16.5 Ontario 13 

+8.9 	-.4.8 	+6.9 +6.3 -0.1 -2.1 +5.4 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+10.2 	+14.4 	+7.1 +13.8 +5.5 +9.3 +12.2 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon at 15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 

Inclus: Machines, 	appareila et 	rournitures électriques (CAC 621); 	at 	Machines et &quipement, 	n.c.a. (CAr 623). 
Inclus; 	Produits agricoles (eacluant 	lea céréales) 	(CAL' 602); Papier at articles en papier (CAr 611); Déchets et motibres 
de rebut 	(CAL' 627); at Grossistes, n.c.a. (CAt 	629). 

- nombres infimes. P 	nombres provisoires. 
nombres rectifiés. 
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TA8LI 2. bolesale Morchants - Month-to-month and Year-to-year Percentage Change in Estimated levels of Stocks, by Mojor Trade 
Crotqs for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1986 

1986 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 June/May 	July/3e 	August/July 	Sept/August Oct/Septr Nov/OctP 

Juin/snal 	Juillet/juin 	Aot/jui1let 	Sept/aoOt 	Oct/septr 	Nov/octP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade grots -0.6 -0.1 -0.8 -0.1 -0.1 -1.7 

2 Food +0.9 -5,1 i-1.1 +4.6 +2.0 -1.2 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +5.4 +1.7 -5.0 -1.4 +1.9 -0.2 

4 Apparel, dry goods, 	furniture and +2.6 -- -0.7 -1.0 -0.7 -3.5 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories +1.7 +13.2 -1.0 +3.2 +0.5 -3.6 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies -0.1 -4.5 -4.9 -.4.9 -5.3 +1. 

7 Other machinery, equipment and -- +1.3 +2.3 +1.4 +0.2 
supplies(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plumbing and heating +0.4 +2.5 -2.6 +0.7 +0.2 -2.0 
equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials -3.2 -1.3 -5.6 -6.1 -1.5 +0.1 

10 Other .diolesslers(2) -5.3 +1.4 -0.6 -2.3 40.8 -2.6 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provincea +0.9 +0.3 +1.1 +4.4 +0.3 -1.7 

12 Quebec -1.4 +1.1 +0.4 -0.3 +0.9 -2.0 

ii Ontario +0.6 +0.1 -0.2 +0.7 -0.2 -1.4 

14 Prairie provinces -1,4 -3.0 -2.8 -1.5 -1.7 -2.1 

15 British Cnlumbia, Yukon and Northwest -1.6 +2.1 -2.2 -1.4 +0.9 -1.0 
Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 	621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e.s. 	(SIC 623). 
 I ncludes: 	Faim 	products ( exciud I 	r' ir (611' 	611'? 	Paper and paper 	proriuc? e 	(s 11' 611): 	6rip arid 	:i? , 	mat crisis 	I 

621); 	and Wholesalers, 	n.e.c. 
- notit too small 	to be expres 

P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 
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IAMEALJ 2. Irchwids do gram - Variations an pourcentage par rapport aa meis prébédent at h l'annêe pr&édente de l'esti.ataon 
de niveau des stocks, per Crands qroçes do commerce (Canada) at pour L enseable des cercea (r&ions), 1986 

6/19B5 

Grands groupes de commerce - 
June 	July 	August 	Septesber 	Octoberr 	NovemberP 	Regions 

Juin 	Juillet 	Aott 	Septembre 	Octobrer 	NovembreP 	
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

+9.1 +10.0 +8.8 -i6.6 +9.5 .8.2 

+1.5 -6.3 -5.0 -2.9 -0.3 

+17.3 +15.4 +11.7 98.6 +9.6 .7.2 

+3.5 +1.8 +3.1 +2.8 +4.1 +2.8 

+14.8 +15.7 +14.3 +13.0 +13.2 +9.9 

-'.1 -7.0 -7.2 -6.9 -5.2 -2.1 

4 .4.. 

+16.4 +16.5 +11.4 +5.8 +5.4 +8.2 

+9.7 +15.2 +11.6 +9.6 +11.1 +8.7 

Total, touo lea groupes do cnerce 	1 

Produits alimentejres 	 2 

Produits du tabac, pharmoceutiques at 	3 
articles de toilette 

Vétements, articles de mercerie, meubles de 	4 
maison at merchandises an génCral 

Véhicules b moteur at accessoires 	5 

Machines at matérial agricolee 	6 

i.1U, 	 ..4 	'4 	,11:.r1 

de chauffage 

Baja d'oeuvre at matériaus de construction 	9 

Autres grossistes(2) 	 10 

Regions 

+5.2 	+4.8 	+4.8 +9.5 +8.3 +6.3 Provinces de 	l'Atlaritique 11 

+7.2 	+12.0 	+12,5 +11.1 +13.3 +11.3 Québec 12 

+11.7 	+12.2 	+10.6 +11.6 +12.6 +10.8 Ontario 13 

+7.5 	+6.0 	+5.2 +3.7 +3,2 +4,3 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+8.9 	+8.0 	+3.7 +2.6 +3.6 +1.3 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon at Territoires 15 
du 	rd-Ouest 

Inclus: 	Machines, 	apparells at 	fournitures électriques (CAC 621); at Machines at équipement, n.c.a. (CAE 	623). 
Inclus: 	Produits agricoles (eacluant 	lea cCrêales) (CAr 602); 	Papier et 	articles en papier 	(CAL 	611); 	Déchets at matires 
de rebut 	(CAr 627); 	et 	Grossistes, n.c.a. ((A( 629). 

-- nombres infimes. 
nombres provisoires. 

, 
rrnmbres rectifiès. 
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TABLE 3. Wiolesale Merchants - Monthly Stocks/Sales Ratios, by Mejor Trade Grot4,s for Canada and for All Trades in Reqion. 
1986 

1986 

Major trade groups - 

Regions June July August September Octoberr NovemberP 

Juin Juillet Aocit Septembre Octobrer NovembreP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade grows 1.52 1.55 1.59 1.45 1.42 1.54 

2 Food .74 .68 .71 .71 .71 .73 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet 1.00 1.02 .95 .89 .85 .96 
preparations 

4 Apparel, dry goods, 	furniture 2.55 2.15 1.85 1.68 1.84 2.06 
and general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories 1.65 1.72 1.90 1.77 1.60 1.77 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and 2.84 2.65 2.65 2.64 2.52 3.0 
supplies 

7 Other machinery, equipment and 1.88 1.89 1.99 1.80 1.69 
supplies(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plumbing and 1.72 1.75 1.73 1.51 1.44 1.S2 
heating equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials 1.38 1.32 1.24 1.12 1.15 1.35 

10 Other wholesalers(2) 1.29 1.57 1.66 1.42 1.47 1.56 

Reqions 

11 Atlantic provinces 1.33 1.27 1.37 1.37 1.32 1.40 

12 Quebec 1.40 1.44 1.43 1.36 1.31 1.42 

13 Ontario 1.46 1.50 1.58 1.40 1.37 1.48 

14 Prairie provinces 2.05 2.14 2.12 2.02 1.89 2.09 

15 8ritii Columbia, Yukon and 1.32 1.31 1.36 1.21 1.24 1.35 
Northwest Territories 

 Includes: 	Electrical 	machinery, 	equ ipmi t 	 irid ';uCrplin 	(SIC 	621; and Machinery and equ 	mnr1 n.e.s. 	(SIC 
 Includes: Farm prodicts (excluding gri .; 	 pi.;  

627); 	and Itiolesalers, 	n.e.a. 	(SIC 62. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 
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AUI EAU 3. Marchands cia gros - Rapport mensuel stocks/ventes, par Grands groies de cerce (Canada) at pour l'ensemble des 
cmerces (r&jions), 1986 

Grands groupes do ccsnmerce - 
June 	July 	 August 	September 	October 	Novemberr 	 Regions 

Juin 	Juillet 	Aotjt 	 Septeinbre 	Octobre 	Nov embrer 
 No 

per cent - pourcentaqe 

1.55 1.59 1.58 1.53 1.41 1.54 

.74 .74 .71 .74 .71 .75 

.91 .98 .89 .89 .80 .85 

2.67 2.34 2.00 2.04 1.96 2.09 

1.74 1.71 1.75 1.78 1.60 1.77 

,87 4.06 3.68 3.99 2.52 3.58 

• 	1 1.93 1.97 1.78 1.66 1.76 

1.57 1.67 1.60 1.52 1.65 

1.42 1.44 1.36 1.34 1.31 1.53 

1.28 1.52 1.62 1.47 1.38 1.51 

Total, tous les groces do commerce 1 

Produjts alimentaires 	 2 

Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques 	3 
at articles de toilette 

Vétements, articles do mercerie, 	4 
meubles de maison et marchandises 
en général 

Véhicules moteur at accessoires 	5 

Machines at matérial agricolea 	6 

Autres machines et 6quipement(1) 	7 

Métaux, quincaillerie, piomberie at 8 
appareils do chauff'age 

Bois d'oeuvre at matêrjaux do 	9 
construction 

Autres grossistes(2) 	 10 

R4gions 

1.32 	1.29 	 1.33 1.38 1.32 1.40 Proviices de I'Atiantique 11 

1.38 	1.42 	 1.36 1.37 1.26 1.37 Québec 12 

1.53 	1.58 	 1.60 1.50 1.38 1.53 Ontario 13 

2.08 	2.12 	 2.11 2.07 1.83 1.96 Provinces des Prairies 14 

1.34 	1.39 	 1.40 1.35 1.26 1.46 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et 	15 
Territoires du 	rd-0uest 

Inclus: Machines, appareits at 	fournitures Clectriques (CAr 621); et Machines at équipement, n.c.a. (CAr 623). 
Inclus: 	Produits agricoles (excluant lea 
de rebut 	(CA1 	627); 	at Grossiatea, 	n.c.a. 

cêrêales) 	(CAI 	602); 
(CAE 	629). 

Papier at articles en papier (CAC 611); Déchets et rnatières 

I> nombres provisoires. 
'ombres rectiflCs. 
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This publication presents estimates of month-to--
month and year-to-year percentage changes in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard lnduatriI Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aggregate 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
lishments engaged in the sale of petroleum products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existing 
monthly sample survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing sample survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representative 
of actual changes taking place. 

Cowiiie,icing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centage change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published re-
gionally and for nine major trade groups only. The 
suppression of selected information previously pro-
vided is due to the relatively small sample size of 
the existing monthly survey and new information from 
the 1982 annual survey, which indicates that the esti-
mates for a number of provinces and SIC trade groups 
are not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross sales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consignment to other firms at the end of the month. 
Goods of other firms held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consignment are not included. 

The estimates of percentage changes for provincial 
(regional) sales and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical sit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assigned in total to the province (re-
gion) in which the heed office of the establishment is 
located. Therefore, using this measure of provincial 
(regional) sales and stocks, data for thosa provinces 
(regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of sales and inventories should 
consult the 1984 issue of Wholesale Trade Statistics: 
Wholesale Merchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 
No. 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales ratios are available through CANSIM - 
Matrix 44. 

Inquiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholesale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

La present bulletin renferms des estimations de Ia vans-
tion an pourcentaqe dun mols It l'autre at d'une année i 
l'autre des ventes at des stocks sinai quo des rapports entre 
les stocks at lea ventes des grossistes selon Is Classifica-
tion des activités Cconomiques de 1970, par grands groupes 
d'industrie, pour le Canada, at globalement pour chacune des 
regions. Come par Is passé, lea estimations ne tiennent pas 
compte des grosaistes an produits pétroliers et en cCrCales. 
Ne sont pas comptêes non plus lea ventes des agents at des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mei 1981 est Is dernibre qui a  dd-
montr6 des donnêes sur IS valeur an dollars. La publication de 
Is valour des dollars a &tê suspendue aprBs qu'on eut demon-
tré, It Is lumière de nouveaux renseignements, que ces donnéea 
étsient d'un niveau insatisfaisant. Toutefois, lea variations 
an pourcentage fondAes sur l'enqute-êchantillon actuelle ont 
continue do paraltre puisque ces donnCea ont toujours étC 
jugCes come étant representatives des changasents reels. 

A partir du mois de mai 1984, lea estimations mensuelles do 
variation an pourcentage des ventes at des stocks des êtablis-
sementm de cosanerce do gros seront publiées per regions at 
pour neuf grands groupes seulement. Cette initiative s'expli-
qua par is taille relativement petite de l'Cchantillon de 
l'enqu8te mensuelle actuelle at par de nouveaux renseignementa 
provenant de l'enquète annuelle de 1982, qui revèlent que lea 
estimations pour un certain nombrea de provinces at de groupes 
CAt sont de qualité insuffisante pour fin de publication. 

La variation an pourcentage indiquée pour las ventea repré-
sente lea ventes brutes mains lea rendus at lea rabais, sans 
lea taxes de vente. La variation an pourcentage des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte de Is valeur des marchandises posse-
dêes ou expedsées an consignation h Is fin du mois. Les 
chandises appartenant It d'autres entreprises et dCtenues 
consignation par lea enquètés lie sont P55 comptées. 

1.08 estimations do Is variation en pourcentage pour 
ventes at lea stocks provinciaux (régionaux) s'appuient sur I 
concept de t'unité statistique de létablissement. Les données 
recueilliea des Ctablissenients an activité dana plus d'une 
province (region) apparsiasent an ti -'tal dens Is province 
(region) oh le siege social de ces établissements as situe. 
Donc, si l'on tient compte de cette mesure, tea données des 
provinces (regions) oh reside Is siege social de cam Ctablis-
sements inclue en fait lea ventes et las stocks d'autres 
provinces (regions). 

L'utiliaateur avisé qui veut obtenir des valeurs annuelles 
adéquates pour las ventes at lea stocks, devrait as rCférer 
sue résultats des Statistiquea sur Is Camnerce de gros: los 
marchands de gros at lea agents at lea courtiers, 1984, 
NO 63-226 au catalogue. 

Lea variations en pourcentage par rapport b l'annCe prCcé-
dente at las rapports mensuels inventaires sur ventes aunt 
disponibies per Is truchement de CANSIM - Matrica 44. 

Les demandea do renseignements concernant cette publication 
doivent Ctre adressêea It Ia Section couerce do gras, Division 
de l'industnie, Statistique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4, Télé-
phone: (613) 991-3536. 
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