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WHOLESALE TRADE 

MARCH 1986 

Highlights 

year-over-year basis, wholesale merchants sales 
P. up 7.0% in March 1986 co'rared to March 1985, 

dzwn from the revised increase of 14.7% registered 
between February 1985 and February 1986. 

In March 1986, all major trade groups registered 
increased sales from a year earlier. The most notable 
gain was reported by the wholesalers of lumber and 
building materials (+25.0%). All regions except the 
Atlantic provinces (-1.0%) posted sales increases from 
March 1985. 

Cumulative sales by wholesale merchants for the first 
three months of 1966 were up 12.2% over the 3anuary-
March 1985 period. Significant gains were reported by 
wholesalers of lumber and building materials (+23.7%); 
tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations (+18.2%); motor 
vehicles and accessories (+16.9%); and other machine-
ry, equipment and supplies (+15.1 14). 

Inventories 

Wholesale inventories in March 1986 increased by 9.0% 
over the corresponding period in 1985. Revised in-
ventories for February 1986 were up 8.5% from the 
February 1985 level. 

The ratio of inventories to sales at the end of March 
1966 was 1.69:1, tip sliqhtly from 1.16:1 a year ear- 
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MARS 1986 

Faits aaillanta 

Ventes 

Lea ventem des marchands do gros ont augserité de 7.0% an mars 
1986, comparativement celles de mars 1985 - enregiatrant une 
progression dune année h l'autre, plus faible en mars 1986 
quen février dernier. Lea ventes réviséea de février 1986 
étaient, an effet, de 14.7% supérieures celles do février 
1985. 

En mars 1986, tous lea grands groupes do coownerce de gros ont 
enregistré une hauaae par rapport è mars 1985. Le gain le plus 
important a été rapporté par lea grossistes en bois doeuvre 
et matériaux de construction (+25.0%). Toutes los regions, 
sauf lea provinces do l'Atlantique (-1.0%), ont afficnC des 
ventes supêrieures h l'année précCdente. 

Les ventes ciinulatives des marchands do gros pour lea trois 
premiers mois de 1986 affichent une hausse de 12.2% par rap-
port è la méme pCriode en 1985. Oes gains substantiels ont été 
enregiatrés par lea grossiates en bois d'oeuvre et matériaux 
do construction (+23.7%); ceux des produits du tabac, pharcna-
ceutiques et articles de toilette (+18.2%); ceux des vétiicules 

moteur et accessoires (+16.9%); sinsi que ceux des autres 
machines at équipement (+15.1%). 

Inventairea 

Lea inventaires des marchands de yros b Ia fin do mars 1986, 
so sont accrum de 9.0% par rapport è la méme période Un an 
plus tot. Los inventaires révisés do février 1986 montrent un 
accroisaement de 8.5% an regard de ceux de février 1985. 

Le rapport inventaires sur ventes b la fin de mars 1986 a aug-
merité Iéqreinent h 1 .69:1 rtpsra ivornent 	1.66:1 liii an 
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TABEE 1. Wholesale Merchanta - Month-to-month and Year-to-year Percentage Change in Estijeated Levels of Sales, by Major Jr;ido 

Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1986 

1985 	 1986/1985 	1986 

Major trade groups - 

Regions 	 Oct/Sept 	Nov/Oct 	Dec/Nov 	Jan/Dec 	Feb/Jan r 	March/FebP 

(]ct/sept 	Nov/oct 	Dec/nov 	Jan/dec 	FeV/jan r 	Mars/FévP 

No. 
per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups 	 +8.4 

2 Food 	 +3.9 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations 	+13.1 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and 	+2.2 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories 	+11.3 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies 	+47.7 

7 Othi  

8 	Iletal, 	 1 
equ prnent 

9 Lumber and building materials 	 +3.4 

10 Other wholesalerm(2) 	+7.6 

-9.8 -6.9 -1.6 +0.5 +9.2 

-6.9 -2.9 -7.3 -2.8 +7.2 

-4.7 -12.1 +4.5 -1.7 -4.8 

-7.5 -19.7 +9.4 +16.5 +3.7 

-10.1 -6.6 -9.0 +6.6 +13.5 

-31.5 -11.6 -10.2 -9.1 +37.1 

7 .1 • 7 -11.4 -2.4 * 

-18.1 -20.9 +7.4 +4.4 +20.8 

-10.2 -8.1 -2.6 +4.9 +10.6 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces +4.7 -3.2 -7.6 -5.9 -1.3 +4.2 

12 Québec +7.6 -7.8 -13.9 +1.8 +4.1 +5.2 

13 Ontario +8.3 -10.3 -3.4 -1.1 -2.6 +12.0 

14 Prairie provinces +12.4 -11.1 -6.3 -7.2 -1.0 +7.8 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest +6.7 -12.4 -4.8 -0.8 +5.6 +11.0 

Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipm ~ nt and sunpi TC 621: 	and .1 a 'h iner y  and 	eqiiprnnt, n.P ... (li7 	623). 

 Includes: 	Farm products 	1 eucltidinq qr.: P1; l's;': 	snI 	p;, PIP P11 	rap id 	 nst.'r P 

627); 	and 	*ol 'il';. 
P preliminary 	fi'm 

r'v ii 	r 
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1fl13t.EAIJ 1. Marchands de gros - Variations en pourcentaqe par rapport au nmis précédent at è l'année précédente cia l'estijuation 
de niveau des ventea, per Grands groupes cia cosinerce (Canada) at pour l'ensenible des cosunerces (regions), 1986 

85/1984 1966/1985 January to 
MarchP 
1986/1985 Grands groupes de convnerce - 

October November December January February" MarchP Janvier b Regions 
MaraP 

Octobre Novembre Décembre Janvier Février" MarsP 
No 

per cent - pourcentage 

+17.9 +7.4 +19.3 +16.0 +14.7 +7.0 +12.2 Total, tous lea groupes cia coaerce 1 

+13.3 +6,2 +10.7 +7.1 +6.0 +3.2 +5.4 Produjts alimentaires 2 

+28.5 +22.7 +17.7 +19.1 +25.7 +10.5 +18.2 Produits du tebac, phsrmaceutiques et 3 
articles de toilette 

+5.7 +0.1 +22.4 +11.2 +9.1 +13.0 +11.1 Vêtements, 	articles de mercerie, 4 
meubles de maison at 'narchandises 
en général 

+25.0 +13.1 +39.5 +17.1 +20.3 +13.8 +16.9 VChicules 'a moteur at sccessoires 5 

+28.8 +9.2 .29.3 +23.2 +18.3 +2.5 +12.8 Machines at materiel agricoles 6 

+27.1 .25.7 .211,' .2.2 +15.1 jtr1 	rnrbi+ 	t 	llIirnnL1 7 

1 1. •. -1• 

+16.5 +2.0 +26.5 +21.4 +24.5 +25.0 +23.7 Bois d'oeuvre at matCrjaux de 9 
construction 

+14.3 +1.9 +10.1 +8.2 +14.0 +5.9 +9.2 Autres grossiates(2) 10 

Regions 

+6.0 +3.3 +9.0 +5.4 +2.6 -1.0 +2.2 Provinces de l'Atlsntique 11 

+15.1 +4.3 +15.7 +9.5 +9.9 +0.4 +6.3 Québec 12 

+17.1 +8.7 +24.6 +25.3 +20.2 +10.1 +17.9 Ontario 13 

+22.2 +10.4 +16.4 +10.4 +11.3 +6.5 +9.3 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+24.0 +7.1 +17.7 +12.2 +15.7 +12.6 +13.5 Colombie-Britanniqua, Yukon at 15 
Territoires du Norci-Duest 

Inclus: Machines, appareils at fournitures Clectriques (CAE 621); at Machines et équipement, n.c.a. (CAt 623). 
Inclus: Produits agricoles (excluant [es cérCales) (CAE 602); Papier et articles an papier (CAt 611); Déchets et matières 
de rebut (CO 627); at Grossiates, n.c.a. (CAE 629). 

nombres provisoires. 
nombres rectifiés. 
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TABLE 2. *iolesale Merchants - Month-t.o-.onth and Year-to--year Percentage Oiange in Estimated Levels of Stocks, by Major Trade 
Groups for Canada and for All Irades in Regions, 1986 

1985 	 1986/1985 	1986 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 Oct/Sept 	Nov/Oct 	Dec/Nov 	Jan/Dec 	F eb/J an r 	March/FebP 

Oct/sept 	Nov/oct 	Dec/nov 	Jan/dec 	re/ 8 r 	Mars/FévP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups -0.8 -0.5 +1.4 +3.2 +2.8 +2.9 

2 Food -0.5 -1.5 +1.5 -3.3 +2.8 -0.6 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +1.4 +1.9 +7.7 -4.8 +1.8 +2.8 

4 Apparel, dry goods, 	furniture and -2.1 -2.2 +2.4 +1.4 +1.7 +1.2 
general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories +0.3 -0.7 -1.3 +1.5 +4.0 +0.8 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and aupplies -6.3 -1.6 -0.9 +5.5 +7.4 +3.11 

7 Other machinery, 	en'iii' 
supplies(1) 

B Metals, hardware, plumhirry and hetinq +11.4 +1.6 -0.11 +0.4 i-$.7 *3.0 
equipment 

q Lumber and buildinn materials -1.1 -2.5 +4.0 +3.9 +4.3 +5.3 

10 Other wholesalers(2) -0.5 -0.5 +3.1 +7.2 +3.3 +5.8 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces +1.3 +0.4 -0.9 -1.9 +1.0 +2.3 

12 Qu6bec -0.7 -0.5 +3.1 +4.6 +1.9 +1.6 

13 Ontario -1.0 +0.2 +0.9 +2.6 +3.7 +3.7 

14 Prairie provinces -1.4 -3.1 +2.3 +4.4 +3.8 +3.7 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest -- +1.2 -1.4 +1.8 +0.7 +1.4 
Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipp-iJ ririrl 	111111iiTThii 	21': 	and 11arhinery 	iirrrl r'quipr'nPIit rr.r.s. 	(cir' ('2C. ' 

 Includes: 	Farm products (exclrrdinq 	ii' hi)? i: 	Pa'r arid 	rrprr itrriiiirI 	a 	-ri) hil 	; 	SrTap rrd 	waalr- 	nat rra1s 	r' 	ii. 

627); 	and h1holesalers, 	n.e.s. 
- amount too small to be epresa 

P preliminary fiqurea. 
r revised figures. 
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BLEAU 2. Marchands de gros - Variations en pourcentaqe per rapport aj umia précédent et a l'année précédente de l'estijuation 
de niveau des stocks, per Grands groupes de coercm (Canada) et pour Vense.ble des coQuerces (regions), 1986 

415/1984 	 1986/1985 

Grands groupes do coimnerce - 
October 	November 	December 	3anuary 	Februa r y r 	MarchP 	 Regions 

Octobre 	Novembre 	DCcembre 	Janvier 	FCvrierr 	I4arsP 

per cent - pourcentaae 	
NO 

+5.0 +3.9 +4.3 48.2 +8.5 +9.0 total, tous les groupes de couerce 1 

+5.3 +2.7 +7.1 +3.2 +6.8 +4.9 Produjts allmentaires 2 

+13.5 +14.2 +8.0 +6.3 +16.2 +17.9 Produits du tsbac, pharmaceutiques et 3 
articles de toilette 

+8.6 +9.0 +10.2 +9.1 +7.9 +6.4 VCtements, articles de mercerie, meubies do 4 
maisori at marchandises en general 

+16.5 +16.7 +10.8 +16.0 +14.7 +11.5 Véhicuies a rnoteur et accessoireg 5 

7.0 -16.4 -16.5 -12.7 -10.0 -3.6 Machines et materiel agricoles 6 

+9.5 +10.7 +12.4 Autres machines et equipement(1) 7 

+14.3 +16.9 +15.5 +15.5 t4étaux, quincaillerie, plomberie at apparoils A 
do chauffsge 

+6.7 +4.7 +8.3 +10.9 .9.3 +9.8 Bois doeuvre el matériaux tie construction 9 

+11.5 +4.1 +6.5 +11.1 +8.6 +7.9 Autres grossistes(2) 10 

Regions 

	

+6.9 	+6.9 	+6.9 	+6.3 	+5.0 	 +5.1 	 Provinces de PAtlantique 	 11 

	

+9.9 	+5.5 	+6.6 	+10.4 	+9.7 	 +7.8 	 Québec 	 12 

	

+8.0 	+8.9 	+7.1 	+12.6 	+12.4 	 +12.7 	 Ontario 	 13 

	

-5.2 	-7.2 	-4.1 	 -0.7 	+1.2 	 ..-4.7 	 Provinces des Prairies 	 14 

	

+6.7 	+6.0 	+6.8 	+8.3 	+8.8 	 +9.2 	 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et lerritoires 	15 
du Nord-Ouest 

Inclus: Machines, sppareils at fournitures Clectriques (CAr 621); et Machines et équipement, n.c.a. (CAt 623). 
Inclus: Provluits agricoles (excluant lea céréles) (CAE 602); Papier et articles en papier (CAF 611); DCchets at matières 
de rebut (CAI 627); et Grossistes, n.c.a. (CAE 629). 

riombrea infimes. 
ombres provisoires. 

nombres rectifiés. 
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TABLE 3. Wiolesale Marchanta - Manthly Stocks/Sales Ratios, by Major Trade Croups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 
1986 	 I 

1985 	 1986 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 October 	November 	December 	January 	Februer y r 	MarchP 

Octobre 	Novembre 	Décembre 	Janvier 	iév rierr 	MarsP 

No. 
per cent - pourcentaqe 

1 Total all trade groups 1.39 1.53 1.67 1.75 1.79 1.69 

2 Food .71 .75 .78 .82 .86 .80 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet .80 .86 1.05 .96 .99 1.07 

preparations 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture 1.88 1.98 2.53 2.34 2.04 1.99 

and general merchandise 

5 Mator vehicles and accessories 1.56 1.72 1.82 2.03 1.98 1.76 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and 2.56 3.68 4.12 4.84 5.72 4.30 

supplies 

7 Other machinery, equipment and 1.63 1.74 1.74 1.N 

supplies(1) 

8 Metals, hardware, plumbing and 1.48 1.64 1.93 1.70 1.90 1.77 

heating equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials 1.31 1.56 2.05 1.99 1.99 1.73 

10 Other wholesalers(2) 1.35 1.50 1.68 1.85 1.82 1.74 

Reiona 

11 Atlantic provinces 1.33 1.38 1.48 1.54 1.58 1.55 

12 Québec 1.30 1.40 1.68 1.72 1.68 1.63 

13 Ontario 1.34 1.50 1.56 1.62 1.73 1.60 

14 Prairie provinces 1.79 1.95 2.13 2.39 2.51 2.41 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and 1,25 1.44 1.49 1.53 1.46 1.34 

Northwest Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies 	(SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e.s. (SIC 623). 	- 

 Includes: Farm products (excluding grain) 	(SIC 6112; 	Paper and paper products 	(SIC 611(; 	Screp and waste materials 	(SIC. 

627); 	and Wholesalers, n.e.a. 	(SIC 629). 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 

I 
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AIWEALJ 3. Ilarchends de grog - Rapport puensuel stocks/ventea, per Grands groupes de ccerce (Canada) at pour l'enseiuble des 
co.erces (regions), 1986 

1141985 

Grands groupes de commerce - 
October 	November 	December 	January 	February 	March 	 Regions 

Octobre 	Novembre 	Décembre 	Janvier 	FCvrier 	Mars 

per cent - pourcentege 	
No 

1.56 1.59 1.91 1.88 1.90 1.66 

.76 .78 .81 .85 .86 .79 

.91 .92 1.15 1.07 1.07 1.00 

1.82 1,82 2.81 2.39 2.07 2.12 

1.67 
	

1.67 
	

2.29 
	

2.05 
	

2.08 
	

1.80 

3.97 
	

4.81 
	

6.38 
	

6.83 
	

7.51 
	

4.57 

I . 

1.43 
	

1.52 
	

2.40 
	

2.18 
	

2.26 
	

1.97 

1.38 
	

1.46 
	

1.74 
	

1.80 
	

1.91 
	

1.71 

Fota!, totis lea groupes de coierce 1 

Produjts alimentaires 	 2 

Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques 	3 
at articles de toilette 

VCtement8, articles de mercerie, 	4 
meubles de maison at msrchsndjses 
an cjCnérai 

Véhjcules b moteur at accessoires 	5 

Machines at materiel agricoles 	6 

rs machines at equipernent(1) 	7 

IléLaux, quincaillerie, plomberie at B 
appareils de chauffage 

Bois d'oeuvre at matCrjaux de 	9 
construct ion 

Autres qrossistes(2) 	 10 

Région8 

1.32 1.34 1.51 1.53 1.54 1.46 Provinces de I'Atlantique 	 11 

1.36 1.38 1.82 1.71 1.69 1.51 Québec 	 12 

1.45 1.49 1.82 1.80 1.85 1.56 Ontario 	 13 

2.31 2.32 2.58 2.66 2.76 2.45 Provinces des Prairies 	 14 

1.45 1.46 1.65 1.59 1.55 1.38 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon at 	15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 

1 	Inclus: Machines, appareils at 	fournitures électriques (CAE 621); 	at Mschines at Cquipement, n.c.a. (CAt 623). 
1ncus: Produits sgricoles (excluant les céréales) (CAI 602); Papier at articles an papier (CAt 611); DCchets at metières 
ne rebut (CA( 627); at Grossistes, 	n.c.a. (CAt 629). 
)mbres provisoires. 
)mbres rectifjés. 
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This publication presents estimates of month-to-
month and year-to-year percentage changea in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard Industrial Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aggregate 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
lishments engaged in the sale of petroleum products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existing 
monthly sample survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing sample survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representative 
of actual changes taking place. 

Commencing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centage change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published re-
gionally and for nine major trade groups only. The 
suppression of selected information previously pro-
vided is due to the relatively small sample size of 
the existing monthly survey and new information from 
the 1982 annual survey, which indicates that the esti-
mates for a nunber of provinces and SIC trade groups 
are not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross gales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consignment to other firms at the end of the month. 
Goods of other firms held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consignment are not included. 

The estimates of percentage changes for provincial 
(regional) sales and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical unit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assigned in total to the province (re-
gion) in which the head office of the establishment is 
located. Therefore, using this measure of provincial 
(regional) sales and stocks, data for those provinces 
(regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of sales and inventories should 
consult the 1983 issue of Wholesale Trade Statistics: 
Wholesale Merchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 
No. 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales ratios are available through CANSIM - 
Matrix 44. 

Inquiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholemale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

Le present bulletin renterine des estimations de Ia varia-
tion en pourcentage dun mois h lautre et dune année 
lautre des ventes et des stocks ainsi que des rapports entre 
lee stocks et lea ventes des grossistes salon Is Classifice-
tion des activitês Cconomiques de 1970, par grands groupe 
d'industrie, pour le Canada, et globalement pour chacune dir. 
regions. Comma par le passé, lea estimations ne tiannent p5s 

compte des grossiatea en produits pétroliers et en cCreales. 
Ne sont pam coinptéea non pluB las ventes des agents at des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mai 1981 eat is dernière qui a dé-
montré des données sur is valeur en dollars. La publication de 
Is vsleur des dollars a Cté auspendue sprès quon eut demon-
trA, h Is li,nière de nouveaux renseigneinents, qua cea données 
étaiant dun niveau insatisfaisant. Toutefois, lea variations 
en pourcentage fondées sur l'enquCte-échantilion actuelle ont 
continuées de paraltre puisque ces données ont toujours été 
jugées comma étant representatives des changemanta reels. 

A partir du mois de mai 1984, las e8timations mansuelles de 
variation en pourcentage des ventes at des stocks des établis-
sements de commerce de grog seront publiées par regions at 
pour neuf grands groupes seulement. Cette initiative sexpli-
qua par Is taille ralativement petite de Péchantillon de 
l'enquCte mensuelle actuelle et per de nouveaux i-enseignements 
provanant de l'enquCte annuelle de 1982, qui ravèlent que lea 
estimations pour un certain nombres de provinces et de groupes 
CAF sont de qualitC inauffisante pour fin de publication. 

La variation en pourcantage indiquée pour lea ventes repre-
sante las ventes brutes moms lea rendus et lea rabais, sans 
las taxes de vente. La variation en pourcentage des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte de Is valeur des marchandises posse-
dées ou expédiées an consignat ion a Is fin du moss. Lea mar-
chandises appartenant a dautres entreprisas at détenues en 
conaignation par lea enquetés ne sont pas comptees. 

Lea estimations de Is variation en pourcentage pour lie 
vantes et las stocks provinciaux (rCgionaux) sappuient sur I 
concept de lunité statistique da létablissement. Lea donnée 
recueillies des Ctablissements en activité dana plus dune 
province (region) apparassent en total dana is province 
(region) oh le siege social de cam établissements se situe. 
Donc, si ion tient compte de cette mesure, las données des 
provinces (regions) o'u reside le siege social da cea étabtis-
sements inclue en fait las ventes at les stocks dsutres 
provinces (regions). 

Lutilisateur avisé qui veut obtenir des valeurs annuelles 
adequatas pour lea ventem at las stocks, devrait se référer 
aux rCsultats des Statistiques sur le Cormnerce de gros: las 
marchands de gros at lea agents et lea courtiers, 1983, 
NO 63-226 su catalogue. 

Lea variations en pourcentage par rapport h lannée précé-
dante at las rapports mansuels inventaires sur ventes sont 
diaponibles par Is trucheinent de CANSIM - Matrice 44. 

Las demandas de renseigneinents concernant cette publication 
doivent ëtre adressées a is Section corce de groa, Division 
de lindustrie, Statist ique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0V4 1  Télé-
phone: (613) 991-3536. 


