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Selon lea estimations préliminaires, lea ventes des mar-
chandm de gros en mai 1987 sélèvent a 11.6% de plus qae 
cellem He mai He lnnnée dernière. Au cours des cing premiers 
mois He 1987, lea ventes cumu.latives ont augmenté de 12.7% par 
rapport If ]a période corresponclante en 1986. 

En mai, tous lea grands qroupes He commerce He gras, cx-
cepte les qrossistes He machines et materiel aqricoles 
(-13.0%), ont enreqistre in gain par rapport a mai de l'année 
dernilire. Lea qroupes gui ont eu limpact le plus important 
sur l'ensemble de l'augmentation (de is valeur des ventes) 
mont lea grossistes en machines, appareils et fournitures 
électriqijes et non électriques (+20.1%), les grossistem an 
produits alimentaires (+11.6%), et ceux en boim d'oeuvre et 
matériaux de construction (+17.6%). 

Toutes lea regions ont affiché des ventes aupéricures a 
cellem rapportées en mai 1986, s'échelonnant de 15.9% en 
(bitario h 4.3% mu Iluébec. 

Stocks 

Le nivesu des stocks sest accru de 2.8% entre mai 1986 et 
ma: 1987. Le rapport des stocks sur 1cm ventes a Is fin He 
ma: 1987 a diminué a 1.37:1, enparativement h 1.49:1 ii, an 
auparavant. 
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reliminary estimates indicate that wholesale mer- 
uita' sales for May 1987 were 11.6% above those of 

I 1986. In the first five months of 1987, cumula- 
' sales were up 12.7% compared to the correaponding 
nd in 1986. 

In May, all major groups, except wholesalers of 
farm machinery, eauipment and supplies (-13.0%), re-
nistered increased sales over a year earlier. The 
trade groups having the most significant impact on the 
overall males increase were wholesalers of electrical 
nnd non-electrical machinery, equipment and supplies 
(+20.1%), Food (+11.6 9A) and l:imher and building mater-
ials (+17.6%). 

Wholesale trade increases between May 1986 and May 
1987 were posted in all regions, ranging From 15.9% in 
Ontario to 4.3% in Ouebec. 

Inventories 

Inventory levels in May 1987 were 2.8% higher thai-i 
those reported in May 1986. The ratio of inventories 
to sales at the end of May 1987 stood at 1.37:1, down 
from the 1.49:1 recorded in the corresponding month of 
1986. 
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TABLE 1. Wholesale Merchants - Menth-to--month and Year-to-year Percentage Change in Estimated Levels of Sales, by Major Trade 
Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1987 

1986 	1987/1986 	1987 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 Dec./Nov. 	Jan./Oec. 	Feb./Jan. 	March/Feb. 	April/Har.' 	P4ay/AprilP 

Dêc./nov. 	Jan./dêc. 	Fév./jan. 	Mars/fey. 	Avril/marar 	Mai/avril0 

No. 
per cent - pourcentaqe 

1 total all trade groups -1.7 -6.5 +5.9 +12.0 +5.5 +4.5 

2 Food i-4.7 -8.2 -0.2 +10.0 +4.2 +0.2 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations +2.5 -7.3 +4.7 +5.5 +0.5 +7.3 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and -15.5 +12.5 +27.0 +2.2 -15.7 -13.0 

general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories -3.6 -19.0 +19.0 +15.8 +10.4 -2.8 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplie8 +6.8 -10.1 -11.2 +12.0 +48.3 

7 Other 	machilaL 	• 	r1uinerit 	aid 
 

supplies 	1) 

8 Metals, haidware, 	plierbiriy and heating -18.1 -.-1!l.S .1i.0 i.5 

equipment 

9 1inber and building materials -18.7 +0.6 +11.2 +17.0 +12.2 +11.4 

10 Other wholesaler8(2) -0.9 -9.5 +12.3 +6.3 +13.1 +23.0 

Regions 

11 AtlantiC provinces +0.4 -13.3 +2.7 +8.6 +6.4 +10.6 

12 Québec -9.2 -1.9 +5.0 +13.6 +3.8 +8.0 

+1.4 -9.3 +9.6 +10.9 +5.6 +1.2 
13 Ontario 

14 Prairie provinces +3.7 -9.1 -2.3 +14.4 +11.0 +8.4 

15 British Colunbia, Yukon and Northwest -3.5 -0.9 +6.0 +11.1 +2.0 +2.5 

Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, 

	

n.e.s. 	(SIC 

	

arid 	waste 
623). 
malerials 	(S! 

 Includes: 	Farm products 	(exciudi nlp air cir 	1)1121; 	Paper and pIper 	prndurti; Ssrap SIC 	611!; 

627); and Wholesalers, n.e.s.  
-- nount too small to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised figures. 

I 



1 ABLIAU I. Marchands de gros - Var&aLio.s en pourcentage per rapport au .ois précédent et. è I • amêe prêcêdente de 1' e8t test ton 
ike nieau des 'entes, par )rands gioupes de coierce (Canada) et pour lensele des coerces (regions), 1987 

	

iOu 1  Iu 	907/1986 	 Januaty to 
May P 
1987/1986 	 Grands groupes de conRnerce - 

	

)eCeneL 	January 	FCDLUSty 	March 	Aptil' 	MayP 	Janier 	 Regions 
Ma iP 

	

L)êcembte 	Ja,iiet 	Férie& 	Mars 	P* Lilr 	MaiP 
NO 

pet cciii - poutceriiage 

I 

+13.7 +8.8 +14.3 +17.2 +11.9 +11.6 +12.7 

+11.4 +9.9 +13.1 +15.6 +16.3 +11.6 +15.3 

-4.5 +1.9 +13.1 +5.8 +7.4 +4.3 

+10.9 +13.z +24. +18.2 +10.4 +8.2 +15.1 

+11.9 -u.s +11.9 +14.7 +5.2 +7.0 +7.7 

I7.9 +19.1 .17.8 -6.0 -8.8 -13.0 .-2.0 

• 	-•, t)., • 	.c .;_. 	/ 

~2o.5 .29.9 +4.3 +1.8 +17.6 +ZU.9 

+I.tj +7.7 +14.9 +10.3 +8.9 +7.7 +9.7 

lotal, tous lea groupes de co.nerce 	I 

Pioduits alxmentajres 	 2 

Pioduiis du tabac, pharmaceutiques ci 	3 
arlicles de toilette 

Vêtements, aiticles de meicerie, 	4 
meubles de Raison et marchandises 
an general 

Vêhicules a mot.eut et. accessoires 	5 

Machines ei materiel agricoles 	 6 

/LJUX, C.4&/ ii/.L1e, 	JlLftI 	L 	U 
appdieils de chauffage 

)3ois d'oeute et mstCriaux de 	9 

Auties grosaisies(2) 	10 

Regions 

+15.1 +6.3 	+11.5 +18.6 +10.4 +12.7 +11.9 Provinces de lAtlanticpie 11 

+9.4 	+10.2 +18.2 +8.1 +4.3 +9.7 Québec 12 

+8.7 	+21.9 +20.9 +16.4 +15.9 +16.8 Ontario IS 

+0.8 +S.Ij 	+4.0 +11.0 +9.2 +11.2 +8.4 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+11.3 +II.b 	+12.5 +10.4 +9.1 +14.5 +11.6 Colombie-Btitannique, Yukon et. IS 
lerritoires du NoLd-Ouest 

I) 	Ariclus: 	Macnines, 	appateils et fouiniiutea ittectiiques (CAr oZi); 	et. Machines at équipement, n.c.a. 	(CAE 623). 
) 	lucius: Pioduils aglicoles (excluant les céiéales) (CAt 602); Papier et. articles en papier 	(CAr 6)1); 	Uéchet8 et rnatièies 

ike teout (LAt 827); 	ci. Olossistes, n.c.a. 	(CAt 629). 
-- liomotes iiifimes. 

I- 

numbiss LecLifié!. 
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IIWLL Z. Wholesale Merchants - Month-to--*onth and Yeai-to-year Percentage Change in Esti.ated Levola of Stocks, by Major Irade 
tiroupa foi Canada and for All Irades in Regions, 1987 

1986 	 19d7/1986 	1987 

Majol trade groups - 
Iegiona 	 Uec./Noi. 	Jan./Uec. 	Feb./Jan. 	March/Feb. 	Apri l/MarChr 	My/AprilP 

Dc./nov. 	Jan./déc. 	fê./jan. 	Mars/fév. 	Aill/mar8r 	Mai/ari1P 

No. 
per cent. - pour cenlage 

I 	loud all trade groups +0.1 +0.5 +2.7 +2.4 +0.6 -0.6 

h 	Food -U.6 -2.0 +3.1 -0.3 +0.8 +0.8 

3 	lobaCCo, thugs and toilet piepatations +9.4 -5.3 -0.9 -3.8 +1.8 +3.2 

4 	APPHLel v  dLp goods, fuinituic and +1.9 -0.1 -0.9 -0.1 +1.0 +0.9 

yerlei ci meicflcnd.Lse 

5 	iiotoi' vehicles arid accessoiLea -5.6 +3.9 +4.1 +4.9 -2.2 -1.9 

0 	Palm macrlinei, equijmrenL and supplies -1.6 -1.7 +3.7 +2.5 +1.4 +1.8 

7 	uUiel msctiJ.fleiy, equipment and -0.5 -0.7 +2.0 -0.4  

supplied(I) 

b 	Metcis, hardware, plunoirig and heating +U.Z -1.5 -1.1 ,.3.5 i-'i.I 

equiJUeriL 

9 	Lumbel aria building materials +5.5 +2.6 +7.4 +6.4 -0.3 -1.8 

IU 	utfler wnolescleis(Z) +3.1 +2.6 +2.3 +5.1 -1.4 -2.6 

Regions 

-0.9 -0.9 +4.5 +1.5 +2.0 +0.8 
II 	,Llarutic provinces 

IL 	r4uéuec +2.0 -0.3 +0.8 +4.2 -1.4 -2.0 

-1.0 +1.0 +3.7 +2.2 +0.3 +0.4 
I) 	Urit8i.LO 

-U.S -1.5 +2.4 +2.3 +2.9 -- 
4 	t'raiiie plornces 

IS 	biitisfl Columbia, Yukon arid Noitnwest. +1.0 +3.8 +2.8 -- +1.2 -2.2 

Ieiiitoiieb 

(I) 	InciuQesI 	LiecLi rca! machiflei 	, 	equiiri-i IiL 'iIC 	I arid Hachineiy and equipment 
' 

n.e.s. (SIC 623). 
t 	-, 

(Li 	incluocs: 	Farm proaucts 	(eC1udiny it ii 
HII ,L 

627); 	and Wholesaleis, n.s.a. 	(SIC b 

-- amount too small to be expressed. 
P preliminary figures. 
r 	ieised 	tlyu1.er4. 
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IW1LAb 4. Iarchwida de gros - Variations an pourcent.age par rapport au mois précddent at è I'annêe prcêdente de lesti.ation 
• 	 de nl'.eau des stocks, par tranda groupes de coerce (Canada) at pour 1'enseij1e des c041.erces (regions), 1987 

19d6/19tj5 	1987/19d6 

- 	 (rands gtoupes de coaanetce - 
UeCalflbeL 	January 	Febivaiy 	Maach 	Aprilt 	MaP 	 Regions 

Uecembte 	Janiei 	Iéiiei 	Maia 	 Ai.L1t 	malp 

pet cent - poulcenLage 

+7.4 .5.1 +5.2 .4.7 +2.5 +2.8 loLal, bus les groupes cia coerce 1 

-U.? -- +1.5 +5.4 +5.7 Poduxts alimeniaitea 2 

+7.5 +9.1) +6.3 -2.5 +1.8 +6.0 Pioduits du tabac, phaimaceutiques ci 3 
aLbicles de Loilette 

+5.1 +IJ.b -1.1) -IJ.4 -2.0 +U.t Vêtements, articles de mercerte, meubles de 4 
maison at meichandisea an g&iéral 

+9.11 +11.9 +11.7 +14.2 +7.3 +7.5 Vniculea A moteur at accea8oirea S 

-4.0 -1(1.1 -12.8 -14.1 -12.4 -11.7 Machines et mat&iel agricolea 6 

,qu I 	Cd 111 	I A u 	 p L CIIPL A I C 	(:L 	dppdl t I i C II 
Ge chaultage 

+11.3 +9.8 +11.9 +IU.8 +0.8 +0.6 Boia d'oeuvre ci eatétisux de constiuction 9 

+9.5 +6.4 +7.5 +7.7 +2.4 +11.5 Autres grosaistes2) 10 

Regions 

+5.6 +7.1 +lu.l +9.7 +111.2 +11.7 Ptoinces Ge I'Atlantique Ii 

+6.3 +.9 +7.9 +3.6 +2.0 Uuebec 12 

+8.9 +9.8 i-B.I +6.1 +7.7 Ontario 13 

+2.4 -3.0 -4.11 -5.8 -6.2 -6.0 Provinces des Prajijea 14 

+2.4 +4.4 +0.2 +4. +2.9 +1.8 Colombie-l3iiiannique, Yukon at Territoires 15 
du No! d-Ouest 

U 	Inclus: Machines, appaleils ci toutnitures elecitiques (CAE 621); et. Machines et Cquipement., n.c.a. 	(CAE 623). 
, 	Ariclus: IA io )ji ia  ayiicoles (excluant lea céiésles) (CAr bUZ); 	Papiel at ait.icles an papier 	(CAr 611); 	1)écheis at maLxCies 

' Ge tebut LiME 617j; at 6tossistes, n.c.a. (CAr 629). 
-- nuutes in1 tees. 
P nomlijes pto&sottes. 

nOiatjtes tectifies. 
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TABlE 3. Wholesale Merchants - Menthly Stocks/Sales Ratios, by Major Trade Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 

1987 

1986 	1987 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 December 	January 	February 	March 	April" 	MoyP 

Décembre 	Janvier 	Février 	Mars 	Av rilr 	Ma1P 

No. 
per cent - pourcentage 

1 	Total all trade groups 1.58 1.10 1.65 1.51 1.44 1.37 

2 	Food .69 .74 .77 .70 .67 .68 

3 	Tobacco, drugs and toilet 1.04 1.06 1.00 .92 .93 .89 

preparations 

4 	Apparel, dry goods, furniture 2.47 2.19 1.71 1.67 2.00 2.32 

and general merchandise 

5 	Mator vehicles and accessories 1.82 2.34 2.05 1.85 1.64 1.66 

6 	Farm machinery, equipment and 3.29 3.62 4.23 3.87 2.65 2.87 

supplies 

7 	Other machinery, equipment 
supplies(1) 

8 	Metals, hardware, plinbing and 1.98 1.77 1.7.' 1 .1 

heat irig equipment 

9 	lumber and building materials 1.71 1.74 1.68 1.53 1.36 1.20 

10 	Other wholesalers(2) 1.62 1.83 1.67 1.65 1.44 1.14 

Regions 

1.37 1.56 1.59 1.49 1.42 1.30 
11 	Atlantic provinces 

12 	Québec 1.60 1.62 1.56 1.43 1.36 1.23 

1.49 1.66 1.57 1.45 1.38 1.36 
13 	Ontario 

2.04 2.21 2.31 2.07 1.92 1.77 
14 	Prairie provinces 

15 	British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest 1.39 1.46 1.41 1.27 1.26 1.20 

Territories 

Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment 	and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipment, n.e.s. (SIC 623). 

Includes: 	Farm products 	(exc1 'p'i 	vi cnnrlijcl 61 	1' 	ip 	ril wr;t 

627); 	and Wholesalers, n.e.s. 
P preliminary figures. 
r revised Figures. 



411L1*U 3. Merchanda de qros - Rapport aensueL stocics/ventes, per Grands groupes de coerce (Canada) et pour lensele des IS 	coelnerces (regions), 1987 

w 
IJW, 	1986 

Grands qroupes de comerce - December 	January 	February 	March 	April 	Mayr 	Réqions 

Dcembre 	Janier 	Fvrier 	Mars 	Avril 	M i r 

per cent - pourcentage 	 NO  

I 

1.68 1.76 1.79 1.69 1.57 1.49 

.79 .82 .87 .79 .74 .72 

1.04 .9 .96 1.06 .95 .90 

2.66 2.47 2.15 1.99 2.26 2.51 

1.87 2.08 2.05 1.86 1.61 1.65 

4.03 4.79 5.71 4.23 2.76 2.83 

1.97 1.90 1.95 1.72 1.56 1.40 

1.69 1.86 1.79 1.69 1.53 1.22 

Total, tous lea groupes de cerce 1 

Produits alimentaires 	2 

Produits du tahec, pharmaceutiques 	3 
at articles de toilette 

Vêtements, artc1es de mercerie, 	4 
meubles de maison et merchandises 
an génCral 

VLghicules a moteur at accessoires 	5 

Machines et materiel agricoles 	6 

IX, 	IILI)CIII I Iii e, 	I1ombII i 	iL 
appareils de chauffage 

Bois d 1 oeuvre at matCrjaux de 	9 
construction 

Autres qrossistes(2) 	10 

Regions 

1.49 	1.55 1.61 1.61 1.43 1.31 Provinces de l'Atlantique 11 

1.62 	1.67 1.64 1.57 1.42 1.26 Quebec 12 

1.60 	1.66 1.75 1.62 1.51 1.47 Ontario 13 

2.12 	2.39 2.51 2.45 2.23 2.09 Provinces des Prairies 14 

1.51 	1.56 1.50 1.34 1.34 1.35 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et 	15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 

Inclus: Machines, appareils et fournitures électriques (CAr 621); at Machines et equipement, n.c.a. 	(cAr 623). Inclus: Produits agricoles (excluarit lea cereales) 	(CAr 602); Papier et articles an papier 	(CAr 611); Dechets et matières de rebut (CAr 627); et Grossistes, n.c.a. 	(CAE 629). 
P nombres provisoires. 

nombres rectifiés. 



11 	ll 	l 
1010709952 

This publication presents estimates of month-to-
month and year-to-year percentage changes in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard Industrial Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aggregate 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
lishments engaged in the sale of petroleum products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existing 
monthly sample survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing sample survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representative 
of actual changes taking place. 

Convnencing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centage change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published re-
gionally and for nine major trade groups only. The 
suppression of selected information previously pro-
vided is due to the relatively small sample size of 
the existing monthly survey and new information from 
the 1982 annual survey, which Indicates that the esti-
mates for a number of provinces and SIC trade groups 
are not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross sales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consigment to other firms at the end of the month. 
(oods of other firms held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consignment are not included. 

The estimates of percentage changes for provincial 
(regional) sales and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical unit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assigned in total to the province (re-
gion) in which the head office of the establishment is 
located. Therefore, using this measure of provincial 
(regional) sales and stocks, data for those provinces 
(regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of sales and inventories should 
consult the 1984 issue of Wholesale Trade Statistics: 

Wholesale Merchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 

No, 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales ratios are available through CANSIM - 
Matrix 44. 

Inquiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholesale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 016, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

Le present bulletin renferree des estimations lie is saris-
tion en pourcentage d'un mois h l'autre et dune annCe i 
l'autre des ventes et des stocks ainsi que des rapports entre 
les stocks et les ventes des qrossistes salon la Classifica-
tion des activités economiques de 1970, per grands groupes 
dindustrie, pour le Canada, et globalement pour chacune den 
regions. Coimne per le passé, les estimations ne tiennent pas 
compte des grossistes en produits pétroliers et en céréales. 
Ne sont pam coinptees non plus les ventes des agents et des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mai 1981 est Ia dernière qui a de-
montré des données sur la valeur en dollars. La publication de 
Is valeur des dollars a Cté suspendue après c!l'on eut demon-

tré, a la luiniare de nouveaux renseigneinents, que ces données 
étaient d'un niveau insatisfaisant. Toutefois, lea variations 
en pourcentage fondCes sur lenquête-échantiilofl actuelle ont 
continuA de paraltre puisque ces donnAes ont toujours Ate 
jugAes conane étant representatives des changementa reels. 

A partir du maim de mai 1984, les estimations menauelles de 
variation en pourcentmge des ventes et des stocks des Atablis-
sements de commerce de gros seront publiAes par regions et 
pour neuf grands groupes seulement. Cette initiative s'expli-
que par la taille relativeinent petite de lAchantillon de 
lenguéte mensuelle actuelle et par de nouveaux renseignements 
provenant de l'enquête annuelle de 1982, qui revlent qua les 
estimations pour ui certain nombres de provinces et de groupes 
CAr sont de qualitA insuffisante pour fin de publication. 

La variation en pourcentage indiquAe pour les ventes reprA-
sente lea ventes brutes moms les rendus et les rabais, sans 
lea taxes de vente. La variation an pourcentage des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte de is valeur des marchandises posA-
does ou expAdiées en consignation b Ia fin du ml - 
chandises appartenant b dautres entreprises et 
consignation par lea enquètés no sont pas comptée 

Lea estimations de Is variation an pourcerit 
ventea et les stocks provinciaux (regionaux) s'appiunt 	u 
concept de lunité statistique de létablissement. Lea derir,Ces 
recueillies des Atablissements en activitA dans plus dune 
province (region) apparaissent en total dans is province 
(region) oti le siege social de ces Atahlissements se situe. 
Donc, si Ion tient coinpte de cette mesure, lea donnCes des 
provinces (regions) ob reside le siege social de ces Atablis-
sements inclue en fait lea ventes at las stocks dautres 
provinces (regions). 

Lutilisateul' avisé qui veut obtenir des valeurs annumlies 
adCguates pour les venteS at las stocks, devrait so réfArer 
aux résultats des Statistiquem sur le Couunerce do groa: lea 

marchands do gros et lea agents at lea courtiers, 1984, 
no 63-226 au catalogue. 

Lea variations en pourcentage par rapport a l'annAe prAcC-
dente at lee rapports mensuels inventaires sur ventes soot 
disponiblea per le truchement do CANSIM - Matrice 44. 

Les demandes de renseignements coriccirnant cette publication 
doivent être adressAes è Ia Section coerce do gros, Division 
de lindustrie, Statistique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 016, Télé-
phone: (613) 991-3536. 
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