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Highlights 

Sales 

Preliminary estimates indicate that wholesale rser- 
ints' sales for June 1987 were 18.6% above those of 

S vie 1986. In the rirat six months or 1987, cumula-
ye sales were up 13.5% compared to the corresponding 
nod in 1986. 

In June, all major groups, except wholesalers of 
farm machinery, equipment and supplies (-9.8%), regis-
tered increased sales over a year earlier. The trade 
groups having the most significant impact on the over-
all sales increaae were wholesalers of electrical and 
non-electrical machinery, equipment and supplies 
(+30.5%), food (+17.3%) and lumber and building mate-
rials (+18.8%). 

Wholesale trade increases between June 1986 and 
June 1987 were posted in all regions, ranging from 
22.4% in British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest Terri-
tories to 16.7% in Quebec. 

Inventories 

Inventory levels in June 1987 were 2.5% higher than 
those reported in June 1986. The ratio of inventories 
to sales at the end of June 1987 stood at 1.32:1, down 
from the 1.53:1 recorded in the corresponding month of 
1986. 
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oTHE0  
Ventea 

Selon les estimations prêliminairea, lea ventea des mar-
chands de gras en juin 1987 s'élèvent h 18.6% de plus que 
celles de juin de l'année dernière. Au cours des aix premiers 
moia de 1987, les ventes cixnulatives ont auginenté de 13.5% par 
rapport h Is période correspondante en 1986. 

En juin, tous lea grands groupes de conwnerce de gras, ex-
cepté les grossistes de machines et materiel agricoies 
(-9.8%), ont enregistré un gain par rapport b juin de l'annCe 
dernière.Les groupes qui ont eu l'impact Ic plus important aur 
l'ensembie de l'augmentation (de Ia valeur des ventes) sont 
lea grossiatea en machines, appareils et fournitures Clectri-
ques at non électriques (+30.5%), los grossistes an produita 
alimentaires (+17.3%), at ceux en bois d'oeuvre at aatériaux 
de construction (+18.8%). 

Toutes les regions ant affiché des ventes aupérieures 
celles rapportées en juin 1986, s'échelonnant de 22.4% en 
Colombie-8ritannique, au Yukon et dana lea Territoires du 
Nord-Quest h 16.7% au Québec. 

Stocks 

Le niveau des stocks a'est accru de 2.5% entre juin 1986 et 
juin 1987. Le rapport des stocks sur lea ventes b Ia fin de 
juin 1987 a diminué b 1.32:1, comparativement a 1.53:1 un an 
auparavant. 
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TABLE 1. Wholesale Merchants - Menth-to-.onth and Year-to-year Percentatle Change in Estimated Invela of Salea, by Major trade 
Groups for Canada and for All Trades in Regions, 1987 

1987/1986 	1987 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 Jan./Dec. 	Feb./Jan. 	March/Feb. 	April/Mar. 	May/Aprilr 	June/HayP 

Jan./dêc. 	F4v./,jan. 	Mars/fv. 	Avril/mars 	Mai/avrilr 	Juin/maiP 

No.  
per cent - pourcentage 

I Total all trade groups -6.5 +5.9 +12.0 +5.5 +3.2 +4.2 

2 Food -8.2 -0.2 +10.0 +4.2 +0.6 +2.6 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations -7.3 +4.7 +5.5 +0.5 +6.9 +2.2 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and +12.5 +27.0 +2.2 -15.7 -13.0 +13.9 

general merchandise 

S P'btor vehicles and accessories -19.0 +19.0 +15.8 +10.4 -8.2 +3.6 

6 Farm machinery, equixnent and supplies -10.7 -11.2 +12.0 +48.3 -0.9 -2.4 

7 Other 	machinery, 	pilpcneit 	iri - '.i *fl. 3 .4-1 5.i -1.7 -fl, 7 .11.8 

supplies( 1) 

B Metals, hardware, plumbing and heaLing +10.3 -- +15.0 .-4.' +5.6 +9. 1  

equipsent 

9 Lumber and building materials +0.6 +11.2 +17.0 +12.2 +10.9 +2.9 

10 Other wholesalers(2) -9.5 +12.3 +6.3 +13.1 +19.7 -0.5 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces -13.3 +2.7 +8.6 +6.4 +11.0 +7.2 

12 Quebec -1.9 +5.0 +13.6 +3.8 +8.2 +2.4 

13 t'itario -9.3 +9.6 +10.9 +5.6 -1.4 +2.5 

14 Prairie provinces -9.1 -2.3 +14.4 +11.0 +7.9 +8.4 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest -0.9 +6.0 +11.1 +2.0 +1.2 +6.7 

territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equiçinent and supplies (SIC 621); and Machinery and equipsent, n.e.s. (SIC 623). 

 Includes: Farm products (excluding grai- S1C 	6fl2(; Paper 	and paper 	prod4Jet (SIC 	611(: 	Scrp and 	waat- rnaterils 	(SIC 

627); 	and Wholesalers, n.e.s. 	(SIC 629. - 

-- amount too small to he  
P preliminary 	figtirea. 
r rmised 	figurea. 



3 

tABLEAU 1. Marchands de gros - Variations en pourcentage par rapport au mois précêdent et l'année précédente de Pesti.ation S  in n I .,.. ,in.a until ne nfl.. flrnngk. nm, .rn tin r.mrn (ran.,4n1 at fl, ,. 1 'nna1 a risc rrrrnn (r4ni nnn't - 1 QR7 

1987/1986 	 January to 
JuneP 
1967/1986 	Grands groupes de conmerce - 

January 	February 	March 	April 	Mayr 	JuneP 	Janvier a 	Regions 
JumP 

Janver 	Février 	Mars 	Avril 	Mair 	JumP 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

+8.6 +14.3 +17.2 +11.9 +10.3 +18.6 +13.5 

+9.9 +13.1 +15.6 +16.3 +12.1 +17.3 +14.1 

-4.3 +1.9 +13.1 +3.8 +7.0 +13.4 +5.8 

+13.2 +24.1 +18.2 +10.4 +8.2 +26.5 +16.8 

-0.6 +11.9 +14.7 +5.2 +1.1 +7.9 +6.6 

+19.1 +17.8 -6.0 -8.8 -7.9 -9.8 -2.6 

+20.2 +29.9 +24.3 +15.8 +17.1 +18.8 +20.3 

+7.7 +14.9 +10.3 +8.9 -s-4.8 +16.6 +10.4 

Total, tous les groupes de coerce 	1 

Produits alimentaires 	2 

Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques et 	3 
articles de toilette 

Vétements, articles de Inercerie, 	4 
meubles de maison at marchandises 
en qénéral 

Véhjcules è moteur et accessoires 	5 

Machines et matérial agricoles 	6 

I 	 I 	, 
appareils de chauffaqe 

Bois d'oeuvre et matêriaux de 	9 

Autres qrossistes(2) 	10 

Réqions 

+6.3 	+11.5 	+18.6 +10.4 +13.1 +22.0 +13.9 Provinces de lAtlantique 11 

+9.4 	+10.2 	+18.2 +8.1 +4.5 +16.7 +11.0 fjCbec 12 

+8.7 	+21.9 	+20.9 +16.4 +13.0 +17.6 +16.4 Ontario 13 

+5.0 	+4.0 	+11.6 +9.2 +10.7 .20.5 +10.6 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+11.8 	+12.5 	+10.4 +9.1 +13.0 +22.4 +13.2 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon at 15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 

Inclus: 	Machines, appsremls at fournitures électrxques (CAr 621); et Machines et équipement, n.c.s. 	(CAE 623). 
Inclus: Produits agricoles (eacluant les cêréales) (CAr 602); Papier at articles en papier (CAr 611); Déchets et matières 
de rebut (CAr 627); et Grossistes, n.c.a. (CAt 629). 

-- nombres mnfimes. 
P noinbres provisoires. 
nombres ractmfiês. 

• 
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IAOI( 2. Wholesale Merchanta - Menth-to-.onth and Year-to-year Percentaqe Chanqe in Estimated levels of Stocks, by Major Trade 

1987/1986 	1987 

Major trade groups - 
Regions 	 Jan./Dec. 	Feb./Jan. 	March/Feb. 	April/March 	May/ApriP 	June/MayP 

Jan./d4c. 	Fév./jen. 	Mars/fv. 	Avril/mars 	Mai/avril' 	Juin/maiP 
No.  

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups .0.5 +2.7 +2.4 +0.6 -0.4 -0.9 

2 Food -2.0 +3.7 -0.3 +0.8 +0.9 +0.3 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet preparations -5.3 -0.9 -3.8 +1.8 +3.1 -1.3 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture and -0.1 -0.9 -0.1 +1.0 +1.2 +2.0 

general merchandise 

5 Pbtor vehicles and accessories +3.9 +4.1 +4.9 -2.2 -0.7 -1.1 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and supplies -1.7 +3.7 +2.5 +1.4 +1.3 +0.2 

7 Other machirr, -l.7 +;' _'  

supplies 

B Metals, haidwaie, 	plumbing and heating -1.5 -1.1 .55 *4L1 * 
equipment 

9 Lumber and building materials +2.6 +7.4 +6.4 -0.3 -2.1 -2.3 

10 Other wholesalers(2) +2.6 +2.3 +5.1 -1.4 -2.7 -3.3 

Regions 

11 Atlantic provinces -0.9 +4.5 +1.5 +2.0 +0.8 +0.9 

12 Québec -0.3 +0.8 +4.2 -1.4 -2.2 +1.6 

13 Ontario +1,0 +3.7 +2.2 +0.3 +1.0 -1.7 

14 Prairie provinces -1.5 +2.4 +2.3 +2.9 -0.4 -2.9 

15 British Columbia, Yukon and Northwest +3.8 +2.8 -- +1.2 -2.0 -0.8 

Territories 

 Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); 	and Machinery and equipment, n.e.s. 	(SIC 623). 

 Includes: 	Farm products 	(excludi,rint 	y,' 'cii' 	( 1 2 arid 	ç);,per prorirvd c (Phi' 	(h I  nnrl 	waste mt erials 	(SIC 

627); 	and Wholesalers, 	n.e.s. 	(SI' 
-- amount too small  

P preliminary 	fI 
t 	red 	f 	qnin er. S 
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S 	TA&EAU 2. Harchands de gros - Variations en pourcentaqe per rapport au .ois prkêdent at h l'annêe pr6c4dente de l'estimation 
de niveau des stocks, par Grands groupea do cerce (Canada) et pour l'ensemble des cercea (rqions), 1987 

1987/1986 

Grands qroupes de commerce - 
January 	February 	March 	April 	Hayr 	JuneP 	Rgions 

Janvior 	Fêvrier 	Mars 	Avril 	Hair 	JumP 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

+5.2 
	+4.1 
	

+2.5 
	

+2.9 	+2.5 

	

+1.5 
	

+5.4 
	+5.7 	+5.4 

+6.3 	-2.5 
	

+1.8 
	

+5.9 	-1.1 

-.1.0 	-0.4 	-2 • 0 
	+0.5 	-0.1 

+11.7 
	+14.2 
	

+7.3 
	

+8,8 	+5.8 

-12.8 	-14.1 	-12.4 	-12.0 	-10.9 

*s.  

+11.9 +10.8 +0.8 +0.3 

+7.5 +7.7 +2.4 +0.4 +2.4 

Total, toes lea groupee de crce 	1 

Produits alimentaires 	 2 

Produits du tabec, pharmaceutiques et 	3 
articles de toilette 

Vtements, articles do morcerie, meubles de 	4 
maison et marchandises en q&iéral 

Vhiculea h moteur et eccessoires 	5 

Machines et materiel apricoles 	6 

I 	rnih r II' 	 ii pI'rI 	1 	7 

	

Hit; 	it 
de chauf rage 

Bois d'oeuvre at materiaux de construction 	9 

Autres grossistes(2) 	 10 

RCq ions 

+7.1 +10.1 +9.7 +10.2 +11.7 +11.6 Provinces de lAtlantique 11 

+6.3 +4.9 +7.9 +3.6 +1.9 +5.0 Quebec 12 

+8.9 +9.8 +8.1 +6.1 +8.4 +5.8 1tario 13 

-3.0 -4.0 -5.8 -6.2 -6.4 -7.6 Provinces des Prairies 14 

+4.4 +6.2 44.8 +2.9 +2.0 +2.9 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et Territoires 15 
du Nord-Ouest 

lnclus 	Machines, appareils at fournitures electriques (CAr 621); 	et Machines et Cquipement, n.c.a. 	(CAr 623). 
Inclus: Produits agricoles (exeluant les cereales) (CAr 602); 	Papier et articles en papier 	(CAr 611); 	Oechets et matières 
de rebut (CAr 627); 	et Groasistes, n.c.a. (CAr 629). 

-- rombres infimes. 

1  nombres S 	P nombres provisoires. 
rectifiea. 
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TABLE 3. Wholesale Merchants - Monthly Stocks/Sales Ratios, by Major Trade Croups for Canada and for All Trades in Regiorr 
1987 

1987 

Major trade groups - 
Regions January February March April MayE JuneP 

Janvier Fvrier Mars Avril Hair JumP 
No. 

per cent - pourcentage 

1 Total all trade groups 1.70 1.65 1.51 1.44 1.39 1.32 

2 Food .74 .77 .70 .67 .68 .66 

3 Tobacco, drugs and toilet 1.06 1.00 .92 .93 .89 .86 
preparations 

4 Apparel, dry goods, furniture 2.19 1.71 1.67 2.00 2.33 2.09 
and general merchandise 

5 Motor vehicles and accessories 2.34 2.05 1.85 1.64 1.78 1.70 

6 Farm machinery, equipment and 3.62 4.23 3.87 2.65 2.70 2.78 
supplies 

7 Other 	machinei 	- rllp5lelt 	Ili l.7 1.511 1.5 1. 1.17 

supplies) 

8 Metals, haidwai e, plumbing dud i 	. 1.75 1.5 ,  
heating equipment 

9 Limber and building materials 1.74 1.68 1.53 1.36 1.20 1.14 

10 Other wholesalers(2) 1.83 1.67 1.65 1.44 1.17 1.14 

Regions 

11 	Atlantic provinces 1.56 1.59 1.49 1.42 1.29 1.22 

12 	Quebec 1.62 1.56 1.43 1.36 1.23 1.22 

13 	Ontario 1.66 1.57 1.45 1.38 1.41 1.35 

14 	Prairie provinces 2.21 7.31 2.07 1.92 1.77 1.59 

15 	British Colunbia, Yukon and Northwest 1.46 1.41 1.27 1.26 1.22 1.14 
lerritories 

Includes: Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies (SIC 621); and Machlnery and equipment, n.e.s. (SIC 623). 
Includes: Farm products (excluding qrain) (SIC 602); Paper and paper products (SIC 611): Scrap and waste materials (SIC 
627); and Wholesalers, 

P preliminary figures. 
I e 1 Sell Ii gin es S 
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IABLEAU 3. Merchands de gros - Rapport menuel stocks/ventes, par Grands groupes de coaerce (Canada) et pour lensesthle des 
cerces (r&Iions). 1987 

1986 

Grands groupes de commerce - 
January 	February 	March 	April 	May 	Juner 	Regions 

Janier 	Frier 	Mars 	Avril 	Mai 	Jujnr 
NO 

per cent - pourcentage 

1.76 1.79 1.69 1.57 1.49 1.53 

.82 .87 .79 .74 .72 .73 

.93 .96 1.116 .95 .90 .99 

2.47 2.15 1.99 2.26 2.51 2.64 

2.08 2.05 

4.79 5.71 

S 1 

1.90 
	

1.95 
	

1.72 
	

1.56 
	

1,40 	1.33 

1.86 
	

1.79 
	

1.69 
	

1.53 
	

1.22 	1.30  

Total, tous lea groupes de co.merce I 

Produits alimentaires 	2 

Produits du tabac, pharmaceutiques 	3 
et articles de toilette 

Vêtements, articles de mercerie, 	4 
meubles de majson et marchandises 
en g#nCral 

Vehicules h moteur et accemsoires 	5 

Machines et materiel agricoles 	6 

Au 	murIinu'; I' 	I1uIPu'CEnl 1 	7 

appar€'ils de chuuuffuqe 

Bois d'oeuvre et materiaux de 	9 
construction 

Autres grossistes(2) 	10 

1.86 
	

1.61 
	

1.65 	1.73 

4.23 
	

2.76 
	

2.83 	2.81 

1 	1111 
	

1.117 	1111 

Regions 

1.55 1.61 1.61 1.43 1.31 1.33 Provinces de lAtlantique 11 

1.67 1.64 1.57 1.42 1.26 1.35 Quebec 12 

1.66 1.75 1.62 1.51 1.47 1.50 t,tario 13 

2.39 2.51 2.45 2.23 2.09 2.07 Provinces des Prairies 14 

1.56 1.50 1.34 1.34 1.35 1.35 Colombie-Britannique, Yukon et 15 
Territoires du Nord-Ouemt 

Inclus: Machines, appareils et fournitures électriques (A 621); et Machines et équipement, n.c.a. (CAF 623). 
Inclus: Produits agricoles (excluant lea cérêales) (CA( 602); Papier et articles en papier (CAr 611); Déchets et matiBres 
de rebut (CAt 627); et Grossistes, n.c.a. (CAt 629). 

P nombres provisoires. 
ruombres iectifi6s. 
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Le present bullet In ranferme des estimations de Is varii 
tion en pourcentage dun ibis è i'autre at dune annee 
l'autre des ventes et des stocks sinai que des rapports entr 
las stocks at les ventes des grossistes melon is Classifica-
tion des activites economiques de 1970, par grands groupi" 
d'industrie, pour la Canada, et globalement pour chacune den 
regions. Coiiwne per le passe, las estimations ne tiennent pas 
compte des grossistes an produits pCtroliers at en cereales. 
Ne mont pam comptees non plus lea ventes des agents et des 
courtiers. 

La publication touchant mai 1981 eat Is dernire qui a dê-
montre des données sur is valeur en dollars. La publication de 
is vsleur des dollars a ete aumpendue aprs qu'on eut demon-
trê, a Is lianiCre de nouvesux renseignements, que ces donnêes 
étmient d'un niveau insatisfaisant. Toutefois, las variations 
an pourcentsge fond4es sur lenquete-êchantiilon actuelle ont 
continue de paraltre puisque cam donnCes ant toujours 06 
jugees comae etant representatives des chanqements reels. 

A psrtir du maim de mai 1984 9  lea estimations mensuelles de 
variation en pourcentage des ventes et des stocks des Ctahiis-
sements de commerce de gras seront publiees per regions at 
pour neuf grands qroupes seulement. Cette initiative s'expli-
qua par is taille relativement petite de l'echantillon de 
i'enquete mensuelle actuelle at par de nouveaux renseiqnements 
provenant de l'enquète annuelle de 1982, qui rev1ent qua lee 
estimations pour un certain nombres de provinces et de groupes 
CAr mont de qualitC insuffisante pour fin de publication. 

La variation en pourcentage indiquCe pour lea ventes repre-
sente les ventes brutes moms lea rendus et las rabais, sans 
les taxes de vente. La variation en pourcentage des niveaux 
des stocks tient compte de Is valeur des marchandises posse-
dCea ou expediees en consignation a is fn du ems. I as mar-
chandises appartenant h d'autres entreprises at 
consignation par lea enqutês ne sont pam comptee-. 

Lea estimations de is variation en pourcent 	H 
ventes et lea stacks provinciaux (réqionaux) sapvt 	II H 
concept de i'unitê statistique de l'tabiissement. les donnê 
recueiliies des etabiissements en ectivité dana plus dun 
province (region) sppsrsissent en total dana is province 
(region) aD le siaqe social de ces etsblissmments me situe. 
Donc, si i'on tient compte de cette mesure, lea donnees des 
provinces (regions) aD reside le sil'ge social de ces Ctablis-
seinents inciue en fsit lea ventes et ies stocks cjautres 
provinces (regions). 

L'utiiisateur avise qui veut obtenir des valeurs annuelles 
adequatea pour las ventem et lea stocks, devrait me referer 
aux resultats des Statistiques mur le Commerce de gros: lea 
marchenda de groa at las agents at lea courtiers, 1984, 
no 63-226 au catalogue. 

Las variations en pourcentage par rapport h l'annee prece-
dmnte et lea rapports mensuels inventairea sur ventes aont 
disponihies par ie truchement. de CANSIM - Matrice 44. 

Las demandes de renseignements concernant cette publication 
doivent Ctre adressees a Is Section commerce de gros, Division 
de i'industrie, Statistique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6, reie-
phone: (613) 991-3536. 

Le lecteui pout reproduire sans autorisation des extraits 
de cette publication a des fins dutilisation personnelle a 
condition d'indiquer Ia source en entier. Toutefois, Is re-
production de cette publication en tout ou en partie a des 
fins commercisies ou de redistribution necessite lobtention 
mu prCalahle dune autarisation écrite des Services déditian, 
Agent de droit dauteur, Centre dedition du qouvernelnent du 
Canada, Ottawa, Canada K1A 0S9. 

This publication presents estimates of month-to-
month and year-to-year percentage changes in the 
levels of sales and inventories, and as well stock to 
sales ratios of wholesale merchant establishments, 
classified by 1970 Standard Industrial Classification, 
for major industry groups for Canada, and in aggregate 
for each region. As in the past, estimates for estab-
listinents engaged in the sale of petroleLin products 
and grain are not included in this report. In addi-
tion, estimates for agents and brokers are excluded. 

The publication of data on dollar-value levels last 
appeared in the 1981 May issue. Publication of dollar 
figures was suspended as a result of a review of the 
level of the dollar estimates produced by the existing 
monthly sample survey, which indicated that these 
levels were subject to error. However, the percentage 
changes which are based on the existing sample survey 
continued to be published, since it was assumed that 
these data continued to be reasonably representative 
of actual changes taking place. 

Commencing with the May 1984 issue, monthly per-
centage change estimates of sales and inventories for 
wholesale merchant establishments are published re-
gionally and for nine major trade groups only. The 
suppression of selected information previously pro-
vided is due to the relatively small sample size of 
the existing monthly survey and new information from 
the 1982 annual survey, which indicates that the esti-
mates for a number of provinces and SIC trade groups 
are not of satisfactory quality for publication. 

The percentage change shown in the levels of sales 
represent gross sales less returns and allowances 
excluding any sales taxes. The percentage change shown 
in inventories include the value of goods owned or on 
consigranent to other firms at the end of the month. 
Goods of other firms held by wholesale merchant estab-
lishments on consignment are not included. 

The estimates of percentage changes for provincial 
(regional) sales and inventories are based on the 
establishment statistical unit. Data collected from 
establishments operating in more than one province 
(region) are assigned in totsi to the province (re-
gion) in which the head office of the establishment is 
located. Therefore, using this measure of provincial 
(regional) sales and stocks, data for those provinces 
(regions) which are the head office locations of 
establishments include sales and stocks in other prov-
inces (regions) as well. 

Users interested in obtaining appropriate annual 
dollar-value levels of sales and inventories should 
consult the 1984 issue of Wholemale Trade Statiaticm: 
Wholesale #rchants, Agents and Brokers, Catalogue 
No. 63-226. 

The year-to-year percentage changes and monthly 
stocks to sales rstios are available through CANSIM - 
Mattix 44. 

Inquiries about this publication should be ad-
dressed to Wholesale Trade Section, Industry Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6, Telephone: 
(613) 991-3536. 

Extracts from this publication may be reproduced 
for individual use without permission provided the 
source is fully acknowledged. However, reproduction 
of this publication in whole or in part for purposes 
of resale or redistribution requires written permis-
sion from the Publishing Services Group, Permissions 
Officer, Canadian Government Publishing Centre, 
Ottawa, Canada K1A 059. 
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