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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION

April, 1948

This bulletin brings together the information on retail
grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetatble seles contained in
other monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitat-
ing a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food
distribution.

WHOLES ALE TRAIE

Grocers? Sales,

The wholesale grocery trade throughout Canada recorded
considerably larger increases in sales over 1947 in April than have been
recorded in preceding months, according to statements of 76 of the larger
firms across the country. Sales for Canada averaged 14 above those in
April, 1947 and 127 above March, 1948, whereas the cumulative gain for
the year to date over the corresponding period last year was 5%,

Sales in quebec and British Columbiz were 247% above those
for April a year ago. Wholesalers in the Prairie Province reported an
increase of 14%; in Ontario, 10%; snd in the Meritimes, 5%. In all re-

gions, the April gains cxceeded the juncreases in sales for the period from
January to April, 194€ over the corresponding period of 1347,

Fruit and Vegetable Deulers® Ssles

Dollar sales of fTruit und vegetable wholesalers in April
continued 11% below the 1947 level but showed an increase of 6% over
liarch, 1946 sales, These figures ure based on statements submitted by
47 of the larger dealers ecross Canada., The .pril decrease is in line
witn the decrease for the first four months of 1948 compared with the first
four months of 1947 which emounted to 12%.

There was a considerable range in the decreases recorded
for the various regions of the country. Fuit and vegetable sales in
Ontaric were only 2% below april, 1947; in the Karitimes and Juebec com=-
bined, they were down 7%; while in the #estern Frovinces, a drop of 21%
was recorded. The only variation from the percentage decreases for the
year to date occured in Ontaric where April sales were down only 2% com-
pared with a drop of 7% for the first four months combined.

Year's subscription, $1.00
jingle copies, 10 cents



Grocers' Iaventories

There was a dror in value of stocks in the hands of whole-
sale grocers at the end of April, 134€ amounting to 2% compared with the
same date a year ago and 5% compared with March 31, 194€. Stocks or hand
at the begianirg of April ere nernally 35% in excess of sales in that
morth, Wholesale grocers' inventories at the beginning of 4pril this
year were valued only 6% in excess of sales in that month,

wholesale Grocery Trade by kecnomiz Divisions
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Dollar 3ales
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iadd 00C) Per cent change
Number Jan.,-to=
Division of Apri April, April, 1948 over Apr.,1948
firms 1947 194€ April, March Jan.,-to-
reporting 1947 1948 Apr.,1947
By 3 v
CANADA .is00ese 76 A (P 29,548 BlS s +11.9 + 5.2
Maritine Provinces . Jia 3, 368 4,119 + 4,7 + 7.5 +1.9
WUEDEC L icv.necrreve i (- 4,980 3,685 +23.6 +20.1 + 5
COBET IO o oto oo goienns 23 8:628 9,448 + 9.5 +13,1 + 2.6
Prairie Previnces ., 14 6,506 AT +14.,2 + 3.0 + 2of §
British Columbia ... 6 3,337 4,865 +25.9 + 2.7 +17 .4
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Diviaion:
_— = - =
Dollar Gales
{sdd 000) Per cent change
KNumber Jan.,-to-
Gif April, april, april, 1948 over April, 1948
Divisinn firms 1247 194¢€ wBral, March Jan, ,-toe
reporting 1947 1948 April, 1947
E: $ Ll
CANMA Pispec RO en 47 9]874 8,832 -1016 -. + 5'9 -ll.ﬁ
Maritimes and guebec . 16 o, 0 1,860 - 7.3 +20.0 - 7.7
Cntario se 0t Iasvrry IL7 4,002 3,906 - 2.4 "'21;0 - 6.5
7 #11. 7 -13.2

Western Provinces .,. 14 3,865 3,066 =20,
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RETAIL TRADE

Chain S5tores - April, 194€& sales of 937 chailn store units operated by 23
chain companies in the food retailing field were 3C% hicher than sales of
923 stores operated by the same 23 firms in April, 1947, Average sales
per store in April, 194€ were $29,578, 29% above the $22,891 average for
the same month of the previous year.

txtensive guins were recorded in all sections of the country.

Comparison of Stcres and Sales for April, 1947 zand 1948

% Change,

April, 1947 DTSy 19418 In Sales
ok lofi No. of April, 194¢€
stores Sales Stores Sales Mpril, T1947

¥ G
CANADA cevsvrones 929 21,265,600 237 27,714,200 +30,3
Maritime Provinces ., 61 753,600 60 981,300 #29.2
T A e 162 4,470,900 162 5,713,300 +27 .8
(072112, o M R S S 481 11,709,300 484 15,166,700 +29.5
Prairie Trovinces ... €5 2 Al Gos 85 2,879,200 +30.2
Erpistiiicoh - Columbis o«.e. 140 2,114,400 146 & $376, U400 +40.6

Independont, Stores - Independent food stores did 8% more business in April

134€& than i the scme nmonth of last year. Ontario showed the largest in-
crease of 12, followed by zains of 9% in the Msritime Provirces and €%
in uebec., Smzller gains were recorded in western Conada, ranging from
1% in ¥anitoba tc 6% in Sasketchewan.

Coaparison of Sales Reported for April, 1947 and 1948

No. of No. % Change in 3ales

Stores Reporting April, 194&

S Repvorting L An Ineresge o dpril, TSN
B R SO 5107 685 + £.2
laritime Provireces .. 157 o + 2.4
e i RN PP S 2652 1€5 + 8.3
BRI oy she w20 o ba e Gh: 241 A
BRRENNEOBAN os'e v % <0050 (74 359 =i il
Baskiatichewal ccov oo 63 Ere + B.9
DT 2 R AP S 27 518} + £,8
BRitmal] Columbia . k. 4 100 57 T
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