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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD Q1S TRIRUTION

February, 13549

This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetasble sales contained in other
monthly bulletins on the retail and whelesale trade, thus facilitating a
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food
distribution.

WHDLSSALL TRADE

Grocers' Sales

Dollar volume of wholesale grocers' sales was 4% higher in
February, 1949 than in February, 1948 and 3. lower than in January, 1949
according to reports submitted by 75 of the larger wholesalers across
Canada. The Province of Quebec, with sales down 12%, was the only
region to record a deocline in sales volume from last year, Grocery
wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces reported sales 2 above February
last year, Sales in Ontario and in British Columbia were up 7% and in
the Prairie Provinces, %%,

Fruit and Vegetable Vholesalers' Sales

Dollar sales in the wholesale fruit and vegetable trade in
February were 4% above February a year ago and 10% higher than in
January according to statemsnts from 49 of the larger demlers across
the country. The Maritime Frovinces and Quebec com-ined registered a
decline in dollar volume [rom last year of 4. Sales in Ontario were
3% in excess of the volume a year ago and in British Columbia were up
10%.

Grocers! Stooks

Wholesale grocers' inventories at the snd of February, 1949
were valued 7% higher than at the same date in 1948 and 59 lower than
at the end of January, 1949, Inventories at the beginning of February
are normally 665 in excess of sales in that month (based on the average
of 1935-1942), Stocks at the begiining of February this year were
almost at the normal ratio to sales, e ing 625 higher in value than
sales in that month,
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

. =z —
Dollar Sal es
Number (add 000) Per cent change
of
Division fichs February,  February, Sepaeny, JES @ ch
reporting 1948 1949 February, January,
1948 1949
¢ ¢
CANARA &% semad uleS 24,030 25,014 + 4,1 - 2,5
Maritime Provinces 15 5,288 . 3,276 % 4en 2 - 1,5
QUODeC sivessoscne 20 3,698 3,245 12,3 +11,6
Ont&riO EEREEEEREE] 21 7,523 8,063 1 7’2 | 7.6
Prairie Provinces, 12 5,920 6,477 + 9,4 206 M
British Columbia , 7 3,684 3,953 + W15 - B.8
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Eccnomic Divisions
—_— = = —_
Dollar Sales
Number (add 000) Per cent change
of
Division firms February, February, February, 1949 over
raporting 1948 1949 February, January,
1948 1949
$ ¢
CANADA 'se.50e0 49 7 p 266 7,545 + 3.8 #, O1,
Maritimes & Quebec, 18 1728 1,€53 - 4,4 T (T
Ontario sssesscsess 18 2,915 2,998 3 Ehig - 8,2
destern Provinces , 13 2,623 2,893 +10,3 + 4.4
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RETAIL. TRADE

Due to & chenge in the method of computing retail ssles
estimates the summary appearing below includes grocery, and grocery
and combinstion stores, but does not give representation to meat
markets,

Chein Stores = February, 1949 sales of 914 chain store units opersted
by 20 chain companies in the food retailing field were 13% higher than
sales of 919 stores operated by the same 20 firms in February, 1948,
Average sales per store were $31,934 in February, 1949 snd $28,102 in
the same month of the previous year,

A gain of 23% in British Columbia featured the regional
changes in sales. The Maritime Provinces' increase of 6% was quite
moderate in comparison with results for other sections of the country.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1948 and 1949,

% Change
February, 1948 February, 1949 in Sales

February, 1949

No, of %108 No, of Sal eg February, 1948

Stores Stores
] $

GANADAC . ¢ c 6ecespttos o S¢S 25,825,900 914 29,187,800 +13,0
Maritime Provinces coca-. 59 929,800 54 982,100 * 15,6
BMAEEICO 0 00ie 6o Mudomtios it op 161 5,491,200 159 6,317,300 +15,0
ONTATIO v.eunvsevonoconce 468 14,355,100 463 15,879,400 +10,6
Preirie Provinces cocovco 108 2,606,100 104 3,011 , 500 +15,6
B iShCRILBMDAE, 1ap @ oo = o 125 2,443,900 134 25997 ;500 28T

Independent Stores =~ Sales of Indenpendent food stores increased 8% in
February, 1949 compared with February, 1948. FProvincial increases
are shown in the following table,

Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1948 and 1949

Yo, of No, % Change in Sal es

Stores Reporting February, 1949

Reporting An Increase February, 1948
CAMEADY g AN S A 664 415 + 8,0
Maritime Provinces cecsos 134 78 % OnS
Quebec PO RCPICESOCDOEDOONDONDO 157 86 +7°3
(B Y| ois'e ole clotole s of 0o oo 171 108 + 9,9
MEUEEIDHE s o olole si6e o000 os 48 36 & 196
SaskatchewBn .cecescccess 23 18 &1 8
AL 2 e SRR 4 R 49 39 +24,8

British Columbia ,ee00000 82 50 + 2,8




STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY

L

1010708653

|
{
II




