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Introduction
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estab-
lishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and whole-
sale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
This new series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, This report is the
fourth of the series, the first being that for October, 1939.

/holesale Trade

Sales

Sales of 44 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 28 per cent
highsr in January, 1940, over January, 1939, and increased 3 per cent above December,
1939, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 standing at 105.6 for January, 1940,
102.9 for December, 1939, and 82,7 for January, 1939. The 28 per cent increase over
January of the previous year compares with the 4 per cent increase recorded in the
December corresponding month comparison and with margins of 3, 18 and 43 per cent which
cheracterized comparisons of November, October and September sales with those of corres=-
ponding months of 1938,

Indexes of Sales, 1930 = 100

A . b 1939 1939
Janugry December November January
Unadjusted index secessss 10%,6 102,9 10945 82.7
Seesonally adjusted index 125,1 108.7 105.6 98.0

Besults for January indiczte that wholessle grocery sales were substantiale
ly increased in every region of the country but were especially high for Quebec and the

Maritimes,

Meritime Provinces 41 per cent,

and British Columbia, 23 per cent,

Sales in Quebec increased 43 per cont over January a year ago and in the
In Ontario sales were up 24 per cent and in the Prairies
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Percentage Change in Whclesale Sales, by Provinces

January Dollar Sales
Per cent change from Number
of
Firms
January December Reporting
39 39
T S A # 2al 148 44
MEEELAMOE 500 coveconsssrns + 40.5 + 2.7 7
Quebec o;;;a.clo-'.tlcoboo; +42.6 ¥ 3.8 12
IO e e s sinsaao bis o cann + 24,3 + 2.7 10
BRBERE oosnensscncescane +23.2 + dge ?
British Columbi& senesesene C 23.1 ' 4.2 6
Stocks

Wholesalers inventories were valued 38 per cent higher at the end of
January, 1940 than 1939 and were up 4 per cent from December 31st, 1939. Stocks on
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales in
the immediately ensuing period, Stocks on hand at the beginning of January normally
amount to approximately 158 per cent of January sales, The corresponding ratio for
Januery, 1940, was 170 per cent, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the
month were in excess of normal inventory position for that time of year,

Wholesale Grocery Trade:~ Percentage that Stocks on Hand

at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month

(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936)
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Retaal Trade

Chain Stores

Sales of 1,223 chain store units operated oy 27 chain companies in the
food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in Januatry, 1940, than the sales of
1,450 units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increases
were greater in the West than in the East, Chain sales in the province of Quebec were
up 18 per cent; Ontario, 18 per cent; Prairis Provinces, 46 per cent and British
Columbia, 54 per cent,

Results on an average daily sales basis differ but little from those
based on calendar month totals. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains wers
20 per cent higher in January, 1940, than in January, 1939,

Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1939 and 1940

+

27 Chain Companies

January, 1939 January, 1940 Pef cent
change
; in
No. Stores Sales No, Stores Sales Sales
$ k)
Canade seveseenes 1,450 7,114,206 _1,223 8,189,943 + 23,6
Quebec v.vevesoes 296 1,594,085 236 1,873,424 + M.
T 792 4,284,034 669 5,070,237 + 18,
Prairie Provinces 236 745,711 215 1,089,152 + 46,
British Columbia, 126 490,376 103 757,150 + 54.4

Independent Stores

Dollar sales for 1,073 independent grocery and combination stores were 5
per cent higher in January, 1940 compared with January, 1939. Results on a geographical
bagis indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the coumtry and
these ranged from the substantial gain of 9 par cent in the Maritimes to the slight in-
crease of 1 per cent in British Columtia, Quebec, Ontario and Saskatchewan sales were
up 5 per cent while Manitoba and Alberta sales were up 6 and 4 per cent respectively,

Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1939 and 1940

No. No. Per cent

Region gtores reporting change in

reporting increase sales

Ms,ritlmes o'-ooc-aonoauo..nnoo 146 108 +8‘9
RS it s oop b B%ad e uPble o wus's 230 148 + 4,6
ontal'i() ....-ooooooooooo-.;;;o‘ 414‘ 264 +4'08
Manitoba .ll.l.."-.;a;i..;.;‘. 81 53 +6'3
S T S P 44 33 + 4.7
Albertﬂ. ov-u;ouoo--oo--c;.;o;; 66 38 +400
British Columbia TR Y 92 42 ot lol
Canada ..;.'l.‘.o.n.-.:.o.c-ooo ,073 686 +4‘08
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