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Introduction 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading estab1shments forming conponents of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade isuod by the Internal Trade Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau Of Statistics. This series brings together in one report 
the information on retail and who.esaie grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a conarison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution. 

VJhoJ.e3aJ8 Trade 

Sales of 74 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 
10 per cant higher in October, 1940 than in October, 1939 and were 16 per cent 
above the level of September, 1940 unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 
100 standing at 1392 for October, 1940, 120.2 for September, 1940 and 126.7 
for October, 1939. The 10 per cent increase over October of the previous year 
compares with a 27 per cent decline in the September corresponding-month 
comparison and with practically unchanged sales in ugust and July from the 
seme months in 1939-  Sales for the first ten months of tho current year aver 
age 5 per cont higher than for the corrsponding ten-month period of last year 

111 sections of the country shared in the increase over 
October a year ago, results for the various economic divisions sho.ring increas-
es of 18 per cent in the Mr.ritinios, 15 per cent in Quebec, 13 per cent in 
Ontario, 6 per cant in British Columbia and 2 per cent in the Prairies. 



Dollar Sales 
Number 

of 
Division 	firms 

re- 
porting 

October 	October 
1939 	1940 

-2 - 

conornic Divisions 

Per cent change 

Ocober4Oover, 	- 	i Year 
to 

October 	September 	date 
1939 	i 	1940 	1 1940 

CANADA 	74 	JJ,668  J - - ij2J 	.3 1 	+ 15.9 J-F 5.2 

Aaritimes 16 	1,663 	1,966 + 18.2 + 18.0 + 11.1 
21 	2,903 	3,334 + 14.8 + 40.6 + 	7.6 

Ontario 	....... 21 	4,432 	5,018 + 13.2 + 	9.7 + 	4.7 
Quebec 	......... 

Prairies 	...... 10 	4,727 	4,835 + 	2.3 + 	90 + 	3.1 
British Columbia 6 	1043 	2,067 + 	6.4 + 12.7 + 	3.4 

Stocks 

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 5 per cent 
lower at the end of October than on the ccrresonding date of 1939,  but were 13 per 
sent higher than at the end of September, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be 
considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at 
the ' belinninF,  of October norna11y amount to appro4mately 113 per cent of the Octobsi' 
turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of September formed 110 per cent of the October 
sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly 1oer 
than the normal inventory position I or that time of year. 

Wholesale GrocerTrade-Percentae that Stocks on Hand 

at Bennjjof Month bear to Sales durinonth 
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Chain Stores 

Sales of 1,153 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 22 per cent higher in October, 1940 than sales of 1,320 
units operated by the same 29 firms in the corresponding month of 1939- Chain sales in the province of British Columbia were up 27 per cent; Ontario, 25 per cent; the Prairie 
Provinces, 24 per cent and Quebec, 12 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat 
chains v.'ere 18 per cent higher in October, 1940 than in October, 1939. 

C 	rison of St ore s and Sa losfor October, 

oies 

Per cent 
Octobor, 	October Lj.94° 	change 

No. Stores 	Sales 	No. Stores 	Sales Sales 

	

CANADA ........ - 1,320 	4,07_6 	1l53 4 10 ,789 , l2 	+22.4 

	

Quebec ..............249 	1,817,833 	208 	2,039,433 	+ 12.2 

	

Ontario .............720 	4 1918059 	631 	6 ,151,846 	+ 25.1 Prairie Provinces 	229 	1,278,207 	210 	1 2 583,002 	+ 23.8 British Colunbia 	122 	799,077 	104 	1,014,848 	+ 27.0 

Indenondent_ors 

Dollar sales of 1,046 independent grocery and combination stores 
?3ro 11 per cent higher in October, 1940 than in Octobor, 1939. Results on a geographi-
cal basis indicate that sales increases v.rere recorded in every socticn of the country 
ranging from a gain of 14 per cent in the Maritiros to one of 1 per Cont in Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia were the same with a gain of 11 per cent, while 
Alborta sales 'tore up 9 per cent and Manitoba, 7 per cent. 

Coaris on of $al 2 sR2jl0rtodforOctobo r, 1939 and 1240 

I 

No. 
stores 

No. 
roprting 
in crc aso 

Per cent 
change in 

sales 
Xlaritimos..................... 	153 
Quoboc  ........... ........... ..• 222 
Ontario ......................... 404 
Manitobr. ....................... . 73 -- 

123 
180 
330 

.55 

	

flSS if L ..................... 42 	24 

	

Albor-ta ..........................67 	47 

	

British Columbia .................85 	64 

	

.NADA ............ . ....... ...1,046 	823 
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+ 1.1 
+ 11.2 
+ 11.2 
+ 6.9 
+ 1.3 
+ 8.7 
+ 11.4 

+ 10.9 
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