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2 cting current trends in foold distribution in Cananda have
been putliiched for sone yacre njexsg of retail and wholesale grosery trading
esvabliskments foimin omporaate of the tws rogular nmonthly builetins on retail and
vhclesals trade iszued b, teinal Trade Brench cf the Dominicn Rureauw of Statistica.
This series brings %cgsther in one repurt ths informaticn on resail and wholesale
grocery salies contained in the ¢ther b™xllstine shus faciliteting a comparison of the
vrendz in monthly saies in the two sitagess of food distribubicn.

Vhotesals Trade
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Sales of 75 wihiclesale houses in the grecery trade averaged 15 per cent

igher in November, 1940 than in Nuverder 1939 but wers 10 per cent belsw the level

of Ocitober 1940, unadjusted indexes %1 the base 1950 equal:y. as standing at 125.4 for
Novenber, 1940, 139.9 for Citober, 1940 and 109.5 for Woventer, 1939. The 15 per cent
increase over November, 1939 cemparss with a gain cf 10 per cent in the October
corresponding mcnth comparison and with a decline of 27 per cent in September. In
August and July sales were unzhanged frem the corre vonding months of 1939, Sales for
1940 to date average © per cent higher than for the eleven-month period Janvary -
November, 19139.

421 sections of the country shared in the increase over November a2 year
ago, resuists for the various ccononmic &ivisicns ghowlng increases of 22 per cent in
the Maritimes, 18 per cent in Cntario, 13 per cent in Quebec and 11 per cent in British
Columbia and in the Frairie Frovinces.



"Tolesale Crocery Trade by Economic Divisions
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of Tovember, 1940 over -
firms Year
Division re- Jovenber Hoveﬁber " B Sl to
vortin 1 1940 Jovember ctober date
- iy ¢ 1939 1940 | 1940
1939
$ $
CAITADA .. 75 13,760 15,762 + 14.5 - 10.4 + 6.1
aiitiaes ... ... ... 15 1,475 1,806 &, 20 « 68 +12.2
. 1 2,u458 2,817 5 o= i2 - 12.0 + 8.2
.. ... @t 7,890 L, 600 + 18.2 - 10.3 + 5.8
Paiies. ... ... ... 75 4,276 4,725 + 10.5 = 829 | & 00E
Rritish Columbia.. 6w G 1,814 + 11.2 - 13.2 ! + b6
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Stocks

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 4 ver cent lower
at the end of ovember than on the corresnonding date of 1939, but werc 7 per cent
higher than at the end of October, 1940, Stocks on hand at any period must be con-
sidered in relation to sales in thie immediately following period. Stocks on hand at
the beginning of November normally amount to approximately 143 per cent of the Novembeor
turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of Octobar formed 136 ver cent of the November
sales, indicating that stocks on hand at ths beginning of the month were slightly lower
than the normal inventory position for that time of year.

Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Fand

at beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month

(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936)
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Chain Btores

Sales of 1,089 chain store units operated by 30 chain companies in
the food rotailing field avernged 26 per cent higher in Novermber, 1940 than sales of
1,223 units operated by the same 30 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain
sales in the province of British Columbia wers up 30 per cent; Ontario, 28 per cents
quebec, 22 per cent and the Prairie Provinces, 18 per cent. hverage daily sales for
grocery and meat chains vere 17 per cent higher in Wovember, 1940 than in Novenber, 1939,

Comparicon of Stores and Sales for Wovember, 1939 and 1940

30 Chain Cormanies

e s

Per cent
L Vovenbax, 1973 Hovenmber, 1540 change
S8
do. Stores Sal.az Ho, Storoes Sales Seles
CANADA +...o.ee| 1,223 G, 147,466 1,089 11,479,525 + 25,5
BEEEEE so00c0cosensh 243 1,910,928 209 2,329,101 L 21.9
BRI .. .... 000000 650 5,131.94 589 6,564,895 + 27,
Prairie Provinces ., 213 1,257,217 188 1,488,719 + 18.
British Columbia ... et gu4T.375 103 1,097,210 + 29,5
i

Independent Stores

Dollar sales of 999 independent grocery and combination stores were
14 per cent higher in November, 1940 than in November, 1939. Results on a geographical
basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country ranging from a gain of
19 per cent in the Maritimes to one of & per cent in Manitobs, ritich Columbia and
Ontario were the same with a gain of 15 per cent; while Quebec and Saskatchewan each
reported &in increase of 13 per cent. Alberta sales showed a gain of 11 per cent in
November, 1940 over the same month in 1939,

Comparison of Saley Reported for Hoverber, 1939 and 1940

o, o, Per cent
stores reporting change in
reporting increase sales
T R . 148 130 + 19,2
R N R 212 178 + 12.6
O SR T A b 792 741 + 14,
M&nitOb& L N I N N S T Y ?2 5“’ <p 8.3
ERRERTChEwan oo onveivonenrssae 36 28 + 12.5
S S R TR s 03 L8 + 10,5
0 T RT 76 63 + 15.1
B el 999 gup + 14,1
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