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Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery
trading eciablishments forming components of the twe regular menthly bulletins on
retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion
Rurean of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus
facilitaling a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food
distribution.

‘Wholesale Trade

Seles of 72 wholesale firms in the grocery trade averaged 17 per
cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939 but were 5 per cent below
the level of November, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 stand-
ing at 120.0 for December, 1940, 125.8 for November, 1940 and 102.9 for December,
1939. The 17 per cent increase in sales over December of 1939 compares with gains
of 15 per cent in November and 10 per cent in October over the same months of the
previous year. Sales for the calendar year 1940 average 7 per cent higher than
for the calendar year 1939.

All sections of the country shared in the substantial increase over
December a year ago, results for the verious economic divisions showing increasses
of 25 per cent in British Columbia, 20 per cent in Ontario, 16 per cent in the
Maritimes, 14 per cent in Quebec and 1l per cent in the Prairies.
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HEApES A mes, - w5 e v 15 1,460 1,693 + 16.0 - 9.5 + 12.5
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Prairies sc--o-.-. 9 3,642 4,038 + 10.9 = T:5 + 4.4
British Columbia . 6 1,714 285 + 24.5 +14.9 + 6.2

Stocks

Invenbories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 2 per cent higher
at the end of December than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 2 per cent lower
than at the end of November, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in
relation to sales in the inmedictely following period. Stocks on hand at the beginning
of December normally amount to approximately 159 per cent of the December turnover. '
Stocks on hand a2t the end of November formed 149 per cent of the December sales, indicat-
ing that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly lower then the normal
inventory position for that time of year.
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Reteil Trade

Chein Stores

Sales of 1,078 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the
food retailing field averaged 6 per cent higher in December, 1940, than sales of 1,202
units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in
the province of British Columbia were up 11 per cent. There was one more Saturday in
December, 1939 than in 1940. On mcking allowance for this factor z decrecse of one per
cent occurred in Quebec. iverage daily szles for grocery and meat chains were 17 per
cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939%.

Comparison of Stores and Szles for December, 1939 and 1940
27 Chein Companies

' Per cent
December, 1939 i December, 1940 change
in
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Sales
$ . 3
T T A ST 1,200 10,818,000 1008 11,476,964 + 6.1
QRAREE . . -4 oAb 240 2,254,742 209 2,239,479 - Okl
@tareds ... .. G0, 685 6,290,340 631 6,836,873 + 8.6
Prairie Provinces ... 160 1,228,947 135 1,249,792 4+ "7
British Columbia .... 117 1,041,001 103 1,150,820 + 10.5

Independent Stores

Dollar sales of 1,041 independent grocery and combination stores were 3
per cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939. Results on & geographical
bosis indicate szles increases in every section ef the country except Saskatchewzn and
alberte. The Moritimes were highest with o goin of 6 per cent, and Ontario =nd British
Columbia showed an increase of 4 per cent. While Quebec increased 2 per cent, Manitoba
end Alberta remnined practically unchanged. Saskatchewan sales reported a decrecse of
4 per cent.

e

Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1939 and 1940

No. No. Per cent

stores reporting change

reporting increcse in sales

Moritimes ........... : 158 100 | 1 il
QUBIBDEC TP - iy 3 == X 28¢ 114 oL 2
Onteario ....... Shaaa o 400 260 i
METDEHOEEE Ga-loh-o= 5w Wexen- 72 38 - Wl
Saskatchewan ......... 43 21 - 3.8
LN R . . B K ot 66 35 - 0.7
British Columbia ..... 82 49 + 3.6
GATUSTIR Lol sdo=o. Sor /s 1'041 | 617 + 3.0
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