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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1940

Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada

have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading es-
tablishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and .
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
This series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in
monthly s2zles in the two stages of food distribution. This report is the seventh of the
series, the first being that for October, 1939.

Wholesalec Trade

Sales of 77 wholesale housas in the grocery trade averaged 15 per
cent higher in April, 1940 over april, 1939 =znd 11 per cent over larch, 1940, unadjusted
indexes, on the basc 1930 equals 100, standing at 109.4 for April, 1940, 99,0 for
March, 1940 and 95.3 for april, 193%9. The 15 per cent incroase over iupril of the pro-
vious year comparcd with the 1 per cont incroaso rocorded in the March corrosponding-
month comparison and with margins of 18 por cont and 28 per cent recorded in February
and January ovor the same months of 1939,

Indoxes of Salos, 1930 = 100

1
1940 1939
April March Fobruary april
Un&djusted index occolcc.nl..lbl; 10904 9900 9706 95.3
Seasonally adjustod index eesesss 1178 107.5 116,5 102,5

Results for april indicetce that wholesale grocory seles wore sub-
stantially increasod in overy region of the country but were ospecially high for the
Maritimo provinces and Quoboc, Sales im tho Maritimes increased 24 por cont over april
a year ago and in Quobec, 23 por coent. In British Columbia sales wore up 14 per cent,
in Ontario, 13 per cent and in the Preiric provinces, 11 por ccnt,
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April Dollar Sales

Per cent change from : Year Number
' to of
i dete Firms
April Jerch ! 1940 Reporting
1939 1940 i £3Y
!
T N P ISP + 14,8 + 10.5 + 14, ¥
ST T e R PR g + 24,1 + 6.9 4 22,7 15
O I R T L * 28 + 20.8 + 17.4 22
TR S + 12,7 + 12,0 + 12z} 2
[BEEBRRaa) 355, oo oidole N aies s 0 T IO 2130 16 + 14,5 13
SRR Columbi veoseoasos + 13,6 + 5.8 + 12.9 6

Stocks

Wholesalers' inventories were valusd 30 per cent higher at the end
of April, 1940 than 1939 but were down 1 per cent from kiarch 30th, 1940,
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales in
Stocks on hand at the bogiuning of April normally

the immediately ensuing period.
amount to approximately 127 per cent of April sales,

April, 1940, was 150 per cent,

Stocks on

The corresponding ratio for

indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the
month were in excess of the normal invontory position for that time of year,

‘Jholesale Grocery Trade:=- Porcentagc that Stocks on Hand

at Beginnine of lMonth bear to Sales during lionth

(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936)
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Retail Trade

Chain Stores

Sales of 1,181 chain store units operated by 31 chain companies in
‘the food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in April, 1940, than the salss of
1,375 units operated by the same 31 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increases

were greater in the est than in the East,
Cntario, 9 per cent;

up 4 per cent;
57 per cent.

April, 1940, than in April, 1939.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1939 and 1940

31 Chain Companies

Chain sales in the province of Quebsc were
Prairie Provinces, 34 per cent and British Columbis,
Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 15 per cent higher in

Per cent

Aprild, 1939 April, 1940 change

i in

Ne¢. Stores Sales No, Stores Sales ! Sales

° ? |

Canada vesesscssacnss 1,375 8,321,831 1,181 9,444,758 + 13,6
BRLOE 4esnesbbirlivas 257 15798 «657 209 1,864,347 + 4,0
T IR ' SR 774 5,053,401 665 5,482,807 + 8.5
Prairie Provinces sese. 228 209,895 215 1,222,443 + 34,3
British Columbia ..eese 116 555,848 101 875,161 + 57.4

Irdependent Stores

Dollar sales for 1,066 independent grocery and combination stores

were 1 per cent higher in April, 1940, compared with April, 1939.

Resulis on a geograp-

hical basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in the Eastern half of the coun-

try and decreases in the Western sections,
6 per cent to a decrcase of 3 per cent in Saskatchewan,

Those rangod from a gain in the Maritimes of
Ontario sales wore up by 2 per

cent, while Alberta and Manitoba reported docreascs of 1 and 2 per cont. Sales in
Queboc and British Columbia wero unchangod from April a yoar agos
Comparison of Szlcs Roported for April, 1939 and 1540
No, No, Por cent
stores rcporting changs in
=y roporting increaso salog
Maritiméél.-...-.Q...;; 144 -104 + 6;2
BRI s 55 & o o vesfanins o 5 233 114 Qs
Mtario .n;;olo.on-;;;; 419 228 + 107
Ma.ni'tOba l..o;;ono;o;;; 73 24’ - 1Q8
Saskatchewan covseveces 38 15 - 2.5
Alberta .l.!.oo.c-l-‘;; 69 31 i 100
BRitdsh Golumbials. dues 90 42 - 0,1
C&nada sdsecebeanetense ly066 558 + 1.2
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