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CURRENT TRENDS IN FCOD DISTRIBUTION, lhY, 1940
Introduction
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Indeses reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and
wholesale trade issued by the Intornal Trede Branch of the Dominion Burcau of Statis=
tics. This series brings togethor in one report the information on roteil and wholesale
grocory salos contained in the other bullotins thus facilitating a comparison of the
tronds in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution,

Yholesalo Trado

Salos of 77 wholosalo houscs in the groecery trade averaged 25 per
cont highor in Hay, 1940 than in ley, 1939 and 24 per cont ovor april, 1940, unadjustod
indexos, on thc base 1930 oquals 100, standing 2t 134.8 for Mey, 1940, 108.8 fgs
April, 1940 and 108.1 for May, 1939. Tho 25 pcr cent inercasc over oy of tho provious
year comparcd with 2 14 por cont ineroaso rocorded in the 4pril corrcsponding-month
comprrison and with margins of 1 por cont ond 18 per cent rocordod in March and Fobruary
oevor tho same months of 1939, Sales for the yoar to date averngo 17 por cont above the
corrosponding fivo-month poriod of 1939,

Indcxcs of Seles, 1930 = 100

= i
1940 | 1939
lizy hpril lic.rch Moy
St 0@ WndBx o e kbl oo ciis 3u s 134.8 108.8 99.0 108,1
Scasonally adjusted indoX veeeesess By 4 4] 117.0 I 107.5 109.9

411 soctions of tho couniry sharced in tho ineroase ovor Mey 2 year
n.g0, rosults for the various cconomic divisicns showing incroascs of 23 por cont in tho
Maritimo Provinces, 26 por cont in Quebee, 20 per cont in Ontorio, 29 per cent in
tho Prairic Provincos and 28 por e¢cnt in British Columbic,



Fercentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces

ay Dollar Sales ,
Per cent change from Year Number
to of
: date Firms
iay april 1940 Reporting
193? 1940 1989
BRI , ol ins e vomain® o anoes + 24,7 T .28.% + 17.0 ik
laritimes l"OQ;C'UQIC""OOO +22-6 ’4”25.1 +22.6 15
Quebec ...Ql...'...""..". + 25.5 + 35.8 + 19.6 22
OnBerio sieeivenecserevanans + 19,7 + 18.0 + 13,8 a
Pralrles afs9eascerssos svens +28.7 +28ol +1701 13
Brltlsh COlumhla 2980 es et e I 2801 S 22.6 b 4 16v3 6
Stocks

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 38 per
cent higher at the end of May than on the corresponding date of 1939 and were 10 per
cent higher than at the end of April, 1940, Stocks on hand at any period must be con-
sidered in relation to the sales in the immediately following period, Stocks on hand
at the beginning of May normally amount to approximately 120 per cent of the May turn-
over, The ratio of stocks on hand at the end of April, 1940 formed 117 per cent of
May sales indicating that in relation to sales realized during the month, stocks on
hand were slightly below normal,

Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand

at Beginning of lionth bear to Sales during lMonth

(Normal = Avéruge for 1935, 1936)
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Retail Trade

rc—

Chain Storcs

Sales of 1,104 chain storc units operated by 27 chain companies in
the foed retailing field averagod 26 per cent higher in May, 1940, than the sales of
1,281 units operated by the same 27 firias in the corrcsponding month of 1939, Incroases
woro groater in the Wost than in the East. GChoin salcs in tho provinec of Queboc were
up 23 per cent; Ontario, 22 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 35 per cent and British Colum-
bia, 43 per gent, Average.daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 24 per cent higher
in May, 1940, than in lay, 1939.

Somparison of Storcs and Szalos for My, 1939 and 1940

27 Chain Componics

Por cont

llay, 1939 lny, 1940 chengo

: in
—— No. Storcs S&}os Nd, Storcs Sclos Salos
> S
....... 8 7 o o s

Connde esssssescese| 1,281 8,154,561 1,104 10,271,707 + 2640
BEIENG & oioiiiondiaahadisnnan 251 '1,699,188 208 2,093,317 + 2393
ONtorio seesessesacesens 709 4,769,574 609 5,805,067 + 21,7
Proiric Provincos ceeeee 197 288,915 177 1,334,555 + 35.0
British Columbin sesevesi 124 696,884 10 | 1,038,768 + 49,1
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Indgpondcent Storcs

Doll~r srles of 1,048 indopendent grocery and combinotion storos
wore 7 por cont highcr in May, 1940 comprrud with iiny, 1939. Results on o googrophienl
br.sis indientec thot sales inercoscs wore rcocorded in cvery scction of the country
renging from o substontinl gain of 12 per ccnt in Soskatchowan to a gein of 4 per cont
in British Columbia, Illanitobr cnd tho Maritimes reported incronsos of 9 per cont,
Ontorio ond Alberte, 7 por cont, while Qucbuc sales wero up by 6 por cont,

Comprrison of Sclos Reportcd for Moy, 1939 and 1940

Noe No, Per oent

storcs reporting change in
. Tepdoigine. . » | incronso galos

PREIANGS S5. o 44 5o o0 vas 6 146 108 + 4 19
TSI N A 225 160 + - Onet
Ont:‘-rio .;.'...QO.;';;;; 409 289 + 6.7
Moanitoba 000000;0;0.0;;;; 73 50 + 8-2
EAOERTEhewRT o1 { ceidreme 40 30 + 11,9
Alborta .'...I'..;.';;;; 63 46 + 7;4
BritiSh COlumbia alcnc;; 92 52 * 3.7
Cannda Cectvesscctson 1,048 735 i 609
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