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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1940

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have
boon published for soms yoars, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishe
monts forming components of the two rcgular monthly bulletins on retail and wholescle
trade issued by the Intornel Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This
scries brings togcther in one report the information on retail and wholesalo grocery seleos
contained in tho other bulletins thus facilitoting a comparison of the trends in monthly
sales in the two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 77 wholesale houscs in the grocery trade averaged 9 per cent
higher in Juno, 1940, than in Junc, 1939, but wero 9 por cent lower than the lovel of
Mzy, 1940, unadjusted indexes on tho base, 1930 = 100, stoending at 122.4 for Juno, 1940;
135.0 for May, 1940; and 112.3 for Junc, 1939- The 9 per cent increase over June of tho
previous year comparos with a 25 per cent inerease rocorded in the May corresponding-
month comparison and with margins of 14 and 1 per cont recorded in april and March over
the same months of 1939. Sales for the first six months of this yocar average 15 poer cent
higher than for thc corrcsponding six-month poriod of 1939.

Indexcs of Salcs, 1930 = 100

1940 1939

June May April Juno

R iustod dndax --lh - .eee o0 me s 122.4 135.0 108.8 112.3
Scasonally adjusted indox ... ... . 120.0 137.2 117.0 110.1

L1l scotions of tho country ghared in the increase over June a yoor ago,
results for the vorious oconomic divisions showing inercascs of 13 por cont in tho Mari-
time Provinces, 11 per cont in Qucbec, 10 por cont in Ontario, 8 por cont in the Prairio
Provincos, and 2 per cont in British Columbia.




Porcontago Chongo in Wholesalo Salos, by Provinccs

June Dollar Sales Year
Per cent change from to Number
date of
Juno Moy 1940 Firms
1939 1940 1939 Roporting
T S + 9.0 ~ 9.4 +15.4 71
ST + 12.7 - 11.5 + 20.6 15
C S S + 11.0 - 22.4 + 18.2 -
P RN . + 9.5 ¢ 2.8 ¢ dd:0 al
RREBORA 08 oo v av obe oot oo + 7.9 s NG + 15.4 13
3ritish Columbia ..... + 2.1 - 15.7 + 13.6 6
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-nvenioriss carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 39 per cent
higher ai thae ead of June than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 1 per cent
lower than at the end of May, 1340. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in
rclation to the sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the be-
ginning of June normally emount to approximately 120 per cent of the June turnover. The
ratio of stocks on hand at the end of May, 1940, formed 143 per cent of June seles indi-
toting that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were in excess of the normal
inventory positicn for that +i

sllme& of vyear.
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et Reginning of Month bear to Snles during Month

(Normal = iverago for 18%9, 2936)
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Retail Trade

Chein Stores

Sales of 1,161 chein store units operated by 26 chein companies in the
Tood reteiling field averaged 14 per cent higher in June, 1940, than the scles of 1,333
units operatcd by the same 26 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain snles in the
province of British Columbia were up 17 per cent; Ontario, 16 per cent; Prairie Provinces,
12 per cont; and Quobec, 10 per cent. Average deily szles for grocery ond moat chains
woro 11 per cent highor in Juno, 1940, than in June, 1939.

Comparison of Stores and Scles for June, 1939 and 1940

26 Chain Companics

Juno, 1939 Juno, 1940 Por cont
chengo
] in
R No. Stores Salcs No. Stores Salasg Salos
- $

0 Y . 13333 9,214,207 1,161 10,479,384 + 13.1
Quoboe ..... e R - 2 is 245 1,747,412 201 1,886,018 % 7.9
BRRERRG o5 - o6 canoncnn.s . 745 5,301,085 649 6,122,066 + 15.5
Prairio Provincos «..... 199 1,244,267 179 1,391,370 + 11.8
British Columbia -¢eo... 144 921,443 132 1,079,930 +, Wped

Indepondont Storos

Dollar sales of 1,066 indepondent grocory and combinction storos woro
5 por cont higher in Junc, 1940, comparcd with Juno, 1939. Results on a goographical basls
indicnte thet stles incroascs were rocorded in every scction of the country, ranging from
a gain of 7 por cent in tho Maritimes and Alberta to one of 3 per cent in British Columbie.
Quobec and Manitoba reportcd incroases of 6 por cont whilo Ontario and Saskatchewan woro
the samo with a gein of 4 por cont.

Comparison of Sales Reported for Juno, 1939 and 1940

No. No. Por Cont

storos roporting ' chango in
roporting incroase sales
T sostesinte) - Sl DR L . = 151 1487 + 7.3
Quoboc ....... e n 239 158 + 6.1
ORBEABIO - L : 414 261 + 3.7
Menitoba ......... o 8T age 70 47 S 1
Soskatchowan ecocoaca.on. 41 27 + 4.3
BEERARE. i coicr it cioe.on 64 40 + 6.6
British Columbia ......... 87 42 + 3.1
CINISRE . . . .0 000200 1,066 692 + 5.0
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