SEp . y
d i"-?-"
[, 3 D-0f i ./
' Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES 4. MacKINNON, M.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH
OTTAWA, CANADA

Dominion Statistician: R. H. Coats, ...D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Hon.)

Chiof, Intcrnal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, Behe, FuS.S.

Statistician; 4, C. Stcedman, B.A.

Vol. 2 ~ No. 7 Year's Subscription, $1.00

Single copies, .10

CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1940

Introduction
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i Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in C2nada have been
published for some yoears, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estmblishments
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade
issued by tho Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This scries
brings togethor in onc report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con~
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly
gales in the two stages of food distribution.

Whoiesale Trade
f s S e

Sales of 77 wholesale grocery houses were unchanged in July, 1940, from July,
1939, but were 8 per cent lower than the lovel of June, 1940, unadjusted indexecs on the
pase, 1930 = 100, standing at 112.1 for July, 1940; 122,0 for June, 1940: 135.0 for May,
1940; and 112,3 for July, 1939. 1In all months in 1940 previous to July, incroases were
recorded over the corresponding months of 1939, In June, the margin was 9 per cent, in
Mey, 25 per cent, and in April, 1Y per cent. Dollar value of sales for the first seven
months of this yoar averaged 13 per cent higher than for the corresponding soven-month
period of 1939,

'Indqﬁes of Sales} 1930 1r100

Lo T S e A M

July June May July
Unadjusted indox e....... 112,31 122.0 135.0 112.3
Scasonally adjusted index 98.8 119.6 137.2 98.9

The trends in the five economic divisions of the country were widely varied
and ranged from an incrcase in sales of 11 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to a do-
croasc of 7 por cent in British folumbia. Quebec reported a gain of 9 per cent, Ontario
1 por cent, while the Preirie Provinces wore down 6 per cent from July a year ago.
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Percentage Cnenge in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 24 per cent higher
at the end of July than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 7 per cent lowor
than at the end of June, 1940. Stocks on hend at any period must be considered in re-
lation to sales in the immedietcly following period. Stocks on hand et the beginni
of July arc normally equal to the July turnover. The rates of stocks on hand at the
ond of Juno formed 152 per cont of the July eales, indicating that stocks on hand at
the beginning of the month were groatly in excess of tho normel inventory position for
that time of yoar.

Fholesele Grocery Trado:~-Percentage that Stocks on Hand

at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month

(Normal = Averege for 1935, 1936)
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Retail Trade

Chain Stores

Sales of 1,081 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the
food retailing field averaged 23 per cent higher in July, 1940, than the sales of 1,253
units operated by the same 26 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in
the province of British Columbia were up 35 por cent; Ontario, 23 per cent; Quebec, 21 per
cent; and the Prairic Provinces, 19 por cent. Avorage daily sales for grocery and meat
chains were 19 per cont higher in July, 1940, than in July, 1939.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1939 and 1940

26 Chain Companiesl

JULY, 193° JULY, 1940 Per ¢cont’
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GANADA ....... X, 25270 | 7,445, 960 1,081 9,1545520 4 22.9°
B o e e . 252 1,507,662 209 1,823,168 + 20.9
S TS : 732 4,340,706 633 5,332,570 +22.9
Prairie Provinces ...... 156 973,851 141 1,155,809 + 18.17
British Columbia ....... Tig 623,748 98 842,973 + 35.1
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Dollar sales of 1,035 indepondont grocery and combination stores woro 5 por
cont higher in July, 1940, comparod with July, 1939. Rosults on a goographical basis ine
dicate that sales increascs woere recordcd in cvery section of the country, ranging from
a gain of 11 por cent in Manitoba to one of 3 por cont in Quoboe. Tho Maritimos reported
an incroaso of 7 por comt, British Columbia, 6 per cont; and Alborta, 9 por cont. Saskate
chowan and Ontario were tho samo with a gain of 4 poer cont over July, 1939.

Lomparison of Sales Roportod for July, 1939 and 1940

No- No. Por Cont
storos reporting change in
roporting l incroaso sales
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