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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SZPTHZMBER, 1940

Introduction

Indexcs reflecting currsnt troends in food distribu-
tion in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of roetail and
wholesale grocory troding establishments forming components of the ftwe
regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the
Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Burcau of Statistics. This seriaes
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale
grocory salss contained in the othor bulletins thus facilitaiting a come
parison of the trends in monthly sales in tho two stages of food distri-
bution.

Hholesaic Trade

- ———

Sales of 77 wholesnloe grocery housos avoraged 27 per
cont lower in September, 1940 than in Scptember, 1939 but were practicale
ly unchanged from the lovel of sugust, 1940, unadjusted indoxes, on the
baso 1930 cquals 100, standing =t 119.9 for Septomber, 1940; 120.6 fer
sugust, 1940; 112.3 for July, 1940 ond 104.9 for Septomber, 1939. Heavy
invontory buying by tho rotail trado reached an unusunlly high lovel in
Soptombor, 1939 and, whilo wholosalo salos in Scptomber, 1940 have dow=
eroased 27 por cont they are still 4 por cont above the level of Soptomor,
1938. The dollar veluc of sales for the first ninc months of 1940 avoragod
5 por cont highor than for tho corresponding ninc-month poriod of the pro=
vious year.

Scptombor sales of wholessle grocory firms, when
examinod by rcgions, indicate that dcelincs werc general throughout tho
Dominion. In the idaritimes sclos droppod 22 per cent below the lovel of
Soptomber o yoar 2go; in Ontario and the Prairics sclos docrcased 26 por
cont; in British Columbiz, 31 por cont; while in Quobec tho drop ~mounted
t0 32 por cont.



Percentage Change im %holesale Sales, by Provinces

September Dollar Sales Year.
Per cent change from to Number
. date of
, 1940 Firms
September August 1939 Reporting
1339 1940
0 | T TR ~270.3 - Q0.6 + 4.6 ik
Marifimes ... ceevnvoane = 2244 + 2.8 + 10.2 15
T R I T = %e5 4 #f Dn 3 29
QR0 - @ s B ils eheee o F e + 3.2 + 3.7 o
EROSHaS . L5 Ak o e, | w 26.2 28316 5 + 3.2 13
British Columbia ...... - 31.2 - 6.4 + 3.1 é
Stocks

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 5 per
cent higher at the end of September than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were
1 per cent lower than at the end of August, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must
be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand
at the beginning of September normally amount to approximately 114 per cent of the Sept-
ember turnover. OStocks on hand at the end of August formed 127 per cent of the September
sales, indieeting that stocks on hand at the beginning of the monih were still in excess
of the normal inventory position for that time of year.

Wholesale Grocery Trade:--Percentage that Stocks on Hand

at_Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month

(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936)
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Retail Trade

Lhain Stores

Sales of 1,105 chain store units operated by 29 chain compenies
in the food retailing field averaged 8 per cent lower in Sepiember, 1340 than ithe sales
of 1,268 units operated by the seme 29 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain
sales in the province of British Columbia were down 3 per ceni; Ontario, 6 per cent;
the Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent. average daily sales for grocery and meat chains
were 3 per cent hicher in September, 1940 than in September, 1939.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1939 and 1740

29 Chain Companies

T

Per cent
September, 1939 September, 1940 change
i N L in
No. Storesi Sales No. Stores Sales Sales
ERRIBRTIY s « pusaes s 1,268 10,043,868 1,105 9,244,264 = il
TR L 252 2,142,889 211 1,859,083 % 152
R0 -k 1 720 5,660,342 634 54,323,467 - 6.0
Preirie Provinces .... 154 1,281,991 134 1,132,419 = T
British Columbia ..... 142 958,640 126 925,295 - 3.1

Independent Stores

Dollar sales of 1,048 independent grocery and combination stores
were 9 per cent lower in September, 1940 than in Septewber, 1939. Results on a geo=-
zraphical basis indicate that sales decreases were recorded in every section of the
country ranging from a dacline of 3 per cent in the hlaritimes to one of 12 per cent
in the three most westerly provincos, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.
Quobec reported a decline of 8 par cont; Ontario and kanitoba were tho same with a
decline of 10 per cent.

Comparigon of Ssles Reported for September, 1939 and 1940

No. No. Per cent
stores reporting change in

e - ropaEiing incroase sales

Maritimes .. ...... . TS 153 67 - 3.0
BB o5 [ BRads 20 Bt o REire 223 56 v, N
(057 157 oW oI R RO (R ‘e 399 103 - 9.5
Manifoba ......... e basrea 73 15 - 10.1
Saskatchewan -...vvv.u.s “ee 43 5 = T
GGG A) lpade aiilon ohtthe = oho ofe) oty 67 17 = 2ot
Britigh Columbia .......... 30 23 i - 11.6
Er R DR BT o P a L £ 1,048 286 - 8.5
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