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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1941

Introduction

Indoxes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Cansda have
been publighed for same years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading
egtablishments forming components of the two regular monthly dulletins on re-
tail and wholesale trade 1ssued dy the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion
Byreau of Statistics. This series drings togethsr in one report the infor-
mation on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins
thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in nmonthly sales in the two stages
of food distridbution.

Wholesals Trade

Sales of 72 of the larger wholasale grocery houses in Canada averaged
16 per ceht higher in October of this year than last and stood 3 per cent’
higher than in September. The 16 per cent increase compared with October,
1940, s lower than geins recorded dwring recent months of this year compared
vith last, September sales stood 31 per cent higher than in September, 1940;
Angust sales were up 29 per cent and July, 36 per cent. S8ales fer the first
ten monthe of 1941 stand 18 per cent higher than during the corresponding
period aof 1940,

Increases in October of this year cempared with lagt were greater in
the extreme east and west than in other parts of Canada, British Columbie salesm
gained 30 per cent for the month and were up 20 per cent for ths year to date,
Salgs in the Maritime Provinces stood 21 per cent higher in Ootober of this
yoar than last and were up 21 per cent far the year to date. Increases over
October, 1940, for the other regions with gains for the year to date in brackets
are as follows: Quebec,’9 per cent (17 per cent); Ontario, 17 per cent (17 per
oent); Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent (16 per eent).

Inventories carried dy wholesale grocers averaged 26 per sent higher
at the end of October, 1941, than 1940 and were up 7 per cent campared with
the end of September., Stocks on hand at the beginning of Ostober normally form
approximately 118 per cent of Ootober sales. Staocks on hand at the beginning
of October, 1941, formed 128 per cent of October sales indicating that the
inventory situntion at the beginning of the month was slightly above the normal
position,
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Wholeosgale Grocery Trade by Egconomic Divisions

Dollar Sales
Num?er (aad 000) Per cent change
o)
Division firms October, 1941 qver Yoor
. To- to
porting October October October | September date
1940 1941 1940 1941 1941
1940
CANADA «sesees 72 16,804 19,507 3 i 2 + 3.0 % Sl
Maritimes .eseeeess b 1,829 2,205 + 20.5 + 12,1 + 20.7
BRRO & o coanensine 21 3,073 3,336 + 8.6 + 9.5 + 16,5
olltm‘io o;.;'.;oqu' 21 5,019 5’852 + 16.6 - 3.2 + 17.2
B8 oicoyvosns 10 4,91k 5,564 + 13.2 - 2.3 + 16,0
British Columbisa ., 6 1,969 2,550 + 29,5 + 12,4 + 19.5
Rotall Trade
Chaein Stores

Sales of 990 chain store units operated by 26 chain eccmpanies in the
food retailing fleld averaged 29 per cent higher in October, 1941, than sales of 1,067
units operated by the same 27 firms in October a year ago. Average sales per store were
$13,533 in October of this year, 39 per cent greater than the $9,743 average in the same
month of 1940, A econsiderable’reduction in the number of stores operated by the reporting
chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the inecreased gales volume per store,.

Increases in various regions  of the ¢ountry were as follows: 38 per
cent in Quebec, 28 per cent in British Columbia, 27 per cent in Ontario, and 23 per cent
in the Prairie Provinees. Average dally sales for food chains incremsed 27 per ecent
in October of this year over last,

Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1940 and 1941
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4 ; Per cent
October, 1940 October, 1941 change

Division in

No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Bl

. . $¢ v $-

%bac .-ooooo.oo:oooco 210 2)066,h01 193 2’,8“‘8,690 + 37.9
ORI < oxossdsdteenass 577 5,956,578 545 7,975,265 | + 27.2
Prairie Provinces ..... 154 1,308, 368 138 1,609,393 | + 23,0
British Columbia ...... 126 1,06k4,792 120 1,363,977 | + 28.1
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Independont Stores

Dollar eales of 1,019 independent grocery and ccmbination grosery and
meat storos were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than last, gains
ranging from 6 per cent in Alberta to 18 per cent in the Maritime Provinces

and Quebec being reported.

Incrense for other provinces were 7 per cent for

Saskatchewen, 10 per cent for British Columbia, 12 per cent for Manitoba, and

15 per cent for Ontario.

Comparison of Szles Reported for October, 1940 end 1941

e e T = ——
No, No. Per cent
Divieion stores reporting change
reporting increase in sales
CANADA oscoasoocoses 1,019 839 + 14.8
mritimes ??0.00.00...00... lh7 128 + 18.3
Quebec Salafelfio 8 0 coaSn TRl ¢ s.00 222 197 + 180"“
orltm.io céo.?.‘ﬁﬂc......fii 390 322 + lh.s
MmlitOba a..a:cu-oo?oo.fl.l 75 59 + 11.5
Baakatohewan ,....ee00v0000 38 28 + 7.0
Alborta ..‘0030-.'?0'?.0." 65 h6 + 5.7
Beltiah Colummbin ...e006 000 82 59 + 10,0
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