
6 1941 

S Published by Authority of the HON. JA€S A. MacKINNON, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 

tPARNT OF TRADE AND C9MMEBCE 
DONION IUREAU OF STATISTICS 

INNAL TRADE BRANbH 
O'1I'AWA, CANADA 

Dominthn Statistician: 	R. H. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C.,F.S.SS (Ron.) 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: 	Herbert Marshall, BA,, F.S.S. 
Statistician: 	A. C. Steedmen, B.A. 

Vol. 3- No. 10 	- 	 Yeart s Subscription; $i.00 
Single copies, 	.10 

CtJRRE!1r TNDS IN FOOD DISTRThtYrION, OCTOBER, 19141 

Introduction 

Ind.øxa reflecting current trends in food distribution in Can&a have 
been publThbet for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re-
tail and wholesale trade iauod by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the infor-
mation on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins 
thus facilitating a comparison of the trend.e in nonth1y sales In the two stages 
of food. distribution. 

¶dhole sale Trade 

Sales of 72 of he larger whOleaale grocery houses in Canada avorage4 
16 pe oeht higher in October of this year than last and stood 5 per oent 
higher than in September. The 16 per cent increase compared. with October, 
1940, is lower than gains recorded during recent months of this year compared 
with last. September sales stood 51 per cent higher than in September, 19140; 
August sales were up 29 per cent and July, 36 per cent. Sa].ea for the first 
ten months of 1941 stand. 18 per cent higher than during the corresponding 
period of 1940, 

Increases in October of this year compared with last were greater in  
the extreme east and west than in other parts of Canada. British Columbia sales 
gained 30 per oent for the month and were up 20 per cent for the year to date. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces stood 21 per cent higher in Ootober of this 
year than last and were up 21 per cent for the year to date. Increases over 
October, 19140, for the other regions with gains for the year to date in brackets 
are as follows: Quebec,'9 per cent (17 per cent); OntarIo, 17 per cent (17 per 
cent); Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent (16 per cent). 

Inventories carrIed by wholesale grocers averaged 26 per cent higher 
at the end of October, 1911.1,  than 19140 and were up 7 per cent ccmrpered with 
the end. of September. Stocks on hand at the begjnnLmS of October normally form 
approximately 118 per cent of October sales. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of October, 1941, formed 128 per cent of October sales indicating that the 
inventory situation at the beginning of the month was slightly above the norma]. 
position. 
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Who1oa10 Grocery Trade by Eoonomic Divisions 

Ntmiber 
Dollar Sales 
(add. 	000)  

cent oliange 

of  
Division firms - October1  1941 over Year 

to 
porting October October October September date 

1940 1941 1910 1941 191 
- 19k0 

CANADA ,,.,... 72 16 2 804 19,507 ± 16.1 + 	3.0 + 17.7 

Maritis •........ 
Quebec ............ 
Ontario 
Prairies .......... 
British Colwnbia .. 

lii 
21 
21 
10 
6 

1,829 
3,O7 
5,019 
4,91 14 
1,969 

2,205 
3,336 
51 852  
5,5614 
2,550  

+ 20.5 
+ 8.6 
+ 16,6 
+ 13.2 
+ 295 

+ 12.1 
+ 	9.5 
- 	3.2 
- 	2.3 
+ 12.14. 

+ 20.7 
+ 16.5 
+ 17,2 
+ 16.0 
+ 19.5 

ote2i rde 

Chain Stores 

Sales of 990 chain store tuilts operated by 26 chain compenlea in the 
food retailing field averaged. 29 per cent higher in October, 1941, than sales of 10067 
units operated by the same 27 firma in October a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$13033 in October of this year, 39 per cent greater than the $9,714.3  average in the same 
month of 1940. A oonsiderab1e'reduction in the number of stores operated by the roprting 
chain companies Is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales Volume per store. 

Increases in various regions of the doiintry 1ere as follows: 38 per 
cent in Quebec, 28 per cent in British Coltimbia, 27 per cent in Ontario, and 23 per cent 
in the Prairie Provirieee. Average daily sales for food ohaina increased 27 per cent 
in October of this year over last. 

Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 19140 and 19141 

- 
- 	- 	- -- 

Per cent 
October, 191i0 October, 19141 change 

Division in  
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Sales 

CANADA ,..,.... 1,067 10,396,159 990 13,397325 + 26,9 

210 2;066,1i.01 193 2,8148,690 + 37.9 Quebec 	.......,........ 
Ontario ,.............. 577 5,956,578 5145 7075,265 + 27.2 
Prairie Provinces ..... 1514 1,308088 132 1,609,393 + 230 
British Col-imibia ....,. 126 1,0614,792 120 1,363,977 + 28.1 



r 
Independent Stores 

Dollar sales of 1,019 independent grooery and combination grocery and 
meat stores were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than last, gains 
ranging from 6 per cent in Alberta to 18 per cent in the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec being reported. Increase for other provinces were 7 per cent for 
Saskatchewan, 10 per cent for British Columbia, 12 per cent for Manitoba, and 
15 per cent for Ontario. 

Comporison of Sales Reported for October, 194O and 19141 

Division 
No. 	 No. 	Per cent 

stores 	reporting 	change 
reporting I 	increase I 	in sales 

CANADA 	1 	 + 14.8 

Maritimes 1147 128 + 18,3 

Quebec 	..............,... 222 197 + 18.4 

Ontario 390 322 +114.5 

Manitoba 75 59 + 11.5 

Saskatchewan ......•,...,• 38 28 + 	7.0 

Alberta 65 46 + 	5.7 

British Columbia ........, 82 59 + 10.0 
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