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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTICN, NOVEMBER, 1941

Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishmentis
forming components of the iwo regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade
igsued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con-
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly
sales in the two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery hcuses in Canada averaged 10 per cent
higher in November, 1941, than 1940 but stood 15 per cent below October. The 10 per cent
increase over November, 1940 is smaller than gains recorded during earlier months, sales
for the first eleven months of 1941 averaging 18 per cent above the corresponding period
of the w»receding year.

Increases in sales were greater in the Moritime Provinces and in British Columbia
then in other parts of the country, both in the November comparison and also for the
first 11 months of the year. Percentage increases over November, 1340 for each of the
five economic divisions with increases for the year to date in brackets are =as follows:
Maritime Provinces,13 per cent (20 per cent); Juebsc, 7 per cent (16 per cent); Ontario,
10 poer cent (17 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent (15 per cent); British Columbis,
24 per cent (23 per cont).

Inventories carried by wholeszlers in the grocery trade were valued 27 per cent
higher at the end of November, 1941 than on the corresponding date a year earlier and
were 6 per cent higher than at the end of October, 194le Stocks on hand at the beginning
of November normally form approximately 145 per cent of November sales. Stocks earried
by grocery wholeselers at the beginning of November, 1941 formed 157 per cent of tho
velue of business transacted during the month indicating thet inventories on hand on the
first of November were higher than the usucl situetion at thet time of yeeor.
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Wholcsale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

! Dollar Sales
i Numbar | (&dd OOO) Per Cont Ch&nge
of e
Division firms ! November, 1541 over Yoar
ra=- ] L to
porting | November | Novemoer | November | October dato
1940 1941 1940 1941 1041
1940
P 9
CialNhADAve s e 75 b g, 536 17,489 + 947 -15.0 +17.0
Moritimosees . «. . 14 1,674 1,886 12+ 7 -13.0 +19+8
JUObECrerecev e 22 3005 3,338 + 6.8 -13.8 +15:§
Ontarioesesvesvens 21 4,598 5,039 + 9.6 -15.6 +16.5
“Proirieseceseceees 12 4,725 4,971 + 5.2 -14.9 +14.9
Aritish Columbize. 6 Iy 80 % 8,258 +24.3 -16.17 +22.6

Retail Trade

Chain Stores

Sales of §58 chain store units operated by 23 chain companics in the
focd rotailing field averaged 20 per cent higher in November, 1941, than sales of 1,035
units opernied by the sams 23 firms in November a year ago. jvorage sales per store wore
314,032 in November, 1941, 29 per cent greater than the 310,847 average in the same month
of 1940. 4 consideracble reduction in the numbsr of storcs operated by the reporting
chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased scles volume per store.

Increnses in varicus regions of the country wore as follows: 23 per
cent in Quobsc, 19 per cent in Ontario and in Eritish Columbia, and 18 per cent in the
Preirie Provinces. average deily sacles for food chains increased 24 per cent in Novem-
ber of 1941 over 1940.

Comparison of 8tores and Salss for November, 1940 and 1941

Per cont

Novembor, 1940 November, 1941 change

Division ; in
Sales
- No. Stores .921es |} No. Storgs ! Sales
@ B

OB ol Je- 14035 Tl 896. 607 958 13,442,199 +19.7

Bukibeg e - oo ot eI 209 243294101 195 2,858,506 2247
Ontrrio eecesesevensany 582 6,477,664 547 7,719,937 +19.2
Prairie Provinces s<ess 141 1,322,642 | 119 1,558,363 +17.8
Dritish Columbia »esses | 103 1,097,210 97 1,305,393 +19.0
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Indecpendont Storcs

Dollar sales of 983 independent grocery end combination groeory
and moat stores werc 10 per cent higher in November of 1941 then 1940, gains
ranging from 12 per cont in tho Maritime Provinces to 6 per cont in flberto
and British Columbiz. Increases for other provinces were 8 por cent for
Sasketchowan and 10 per cent for Ontario, Quebec and Manitobz.

Comparison of Sales Reported for Novembar, 1940 and 1941

No- Noe Per cent

Division stores roporting chenge
roporting P increase in salos

CiNABL - ove-e cen 983 729 + 9.8

it - v indon bl N 138 102 +12.4
Bhas - e W ALLI 1, S 210 173 ¥ 949
ONSRri0 v errsecorrasrcaon 386 284 + 03
¥anitoba o % BlE=iesll) Gruiess, « 71 47 ; 907
Gl aneWaNe e s e s e 37 29 ; 7.9
[Ehovis R W 6l 41 + 548
British Columbine-ecceoser : 80 53 ; bed
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