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CURRENT TREKDS Tii FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1941
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Indexes refleciing current trends in food distribution in
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale
grocery trading esteblishments forming components of the two regular monthly
vulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of
the Dominion Bureau of Stutistics. This series brings together in one report
the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales conteined in the other
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the
two stages of food disiribution.
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Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in Canada
avercged 10 per cent higher in February, 1941 than in February, 1940 but were
slightly below the level of Januery, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base, aver-
age for 1935-1939 = 100 standing at 105.9 for February, 1941, 10667 Tar
January, 1941 end 96.7 for February, 1540. Since February sales in the whole-
sale grocery trade are normelly 2 per cent below the level of January, the
slight decrease registered in February, 1941 from the previous month, is in
accord with the usuel seasonzl movement for that time of year. In the
corresponding-month comparisons for Januery, December and November gains of 2,
17 and 15 per ceni were registered over the same months of the previous year.

Results on & regional basis indicate that the 10 per cent
snerecse in Februaury for Canadz as 2 whole was the result of widely varied
trends in the different sections of the country. Sales in the laritimes were
u» 25 per cent over February = year &30; scles in British Columbie were up 21
per cent; sales in both Onterio and Quebec were up 10 per cent; while the
Preiries showed a decrease of 1 per cont from February, 1940.



iihglesale Grocery Trade by Bconomic Divisions
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Stocks
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were almost
unchanged at the end of February from the corresponding date of 1940 and showed only &
slight decrease from inventories at the end of January, 1941  Stocks on hand at any
period must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period.
Stocks on hand at the beginning of February normally amount to approximately 155 per
cent of the February turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of January formed 168 per cent
of the February sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were
higher than the normal inventory position for that time of year.

Wholessle Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand

aib Beg;nnihg of Month beazr to Sales during Month

(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936)
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Retil Trode

Choin Stores

Sales of 1,115 chain store units operated by 28 chain companies in
the food rciailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in February, 1941 than salos of
1,223 units operoted by tho seme 28 firms in February = year ago. avercge scles per
store wore $9,499 in February of this yoear, 25 per cont greater than the 47,584 average
in the samo month of 1940. . considernblo reduction in the number of stores oparcted by
the reporting chnin companies is responsible, to some extent, for the incrensed sales
volumo per store.

Incroascs in various rcgions of the country were es follows: 20 por
cent in British Columbia; 16 per cont in Ontario; 11 per cent in Quebec and 6 por cent
in the Proirio Provinces. iAverage dnily snles  for food ehoins inercased 18 per coenit
in Februery this ycar over lost.

Comporison of Stores 2nd Salss for February, 1940 and 1941

28 Chcoin Companics

f Per cent
| Foebruary, 1940 Fobruary, 1941 change
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Independent Storses

Dollar sales of 1,035 independent grocery and combination stores
were 5 per cent higher in February, 1941 than in February, 1940. Results on a geograp-
hical basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country, ranging from an
inerease of 10 per cent in the laritimes to one of 1 per cent in Alberta. Ontario and
Quebec each showed a gain of 5 per cent and Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia
were the same with an increase of 4 per cent.

Comparison of Sales reported for February, 1940 and 1941

No. ; No. Per cent
stores % reporting change
revorting i increase in sales
Mapitimes % . =.s .. o ) 142 { 109 + 10.4
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CANADA +.vevevsvanne 1,035 677 4+ 5.3
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