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Introduction

e

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution
in Canada have been published for some years. indexes of retail and whole-
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal
Trade Branch of %the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings
together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of
the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution.

Sales of 70 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in
Canada averaged 19 per cent higher in March, 1941 than.in March, 1940 and
were 10 per cent above the level of February, 1941, unadjusted indexes on
the base, average for 1935 - 1939 = 100 standing at 117.1 for March, 1941,
106.3 for February, 1941 and 98.1 for March, 1940. Since March sales in
the wholesale grocery trade are normally 16 per cent above the level of
February, the gain registered in March, 1941 from the previous month, is
somevhat lower than the usual seasonal increase for that time of year. In
the corresponding-month comparisons for February, January and December gains
of 10, 2 and 17 per cent were recorded over the same months of the previous
year.

Results on a regional basis indicate that the 19 per
cent increase in March for Canadas as a whole was the result of increased
sales in all five economic sections of the country. Sales in the Maritimes
were up 27 per cent over March a year 2go; sales in Ontario were up 26 per
cent; sales in the Prairies were up 15 per cent; while sales in both
Quebec and British Golumbia were up 14 per cent.



Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 8 per
cent at the end of liarch from the corresponding date of 1940 and showed a decrease of
2.5 per cent from inventories at the end of February, 1941l. Stocks on hand at any
period must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period.
Stocks on hand at the beginning of March normally amount to approximately 143 per cent
of the March turnover. tocks on hand at the end of February formed 155 per cent of the
March sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly
higher than the normal inventory position for that time of year.
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Retall Trade

Chain Steres

Sales of 1,058 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in
the food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in Harch, 1941 than sales of 1,168
units operated by the same 24 firms in March a year ago. Average sales per store were
211,105 in March of this year, 26 per cent greater than the 28,814 average in the same
month of 1940. A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the repori-
ing chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per
store.

Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 1% per
cent in Ontario; 16 per cent in British Columbiz; 12 per cent in Quebec and 6 per cent
in the Pa 3rie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 12 per cent in
Mareh this year over last.

Comparigon of Stores and Sales for lMarch, 1940 and 1941
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Independent Stores

Dollar sales of 974 independent grocery and combination stores wers
6 per cent higher in March, 1941 than in March, 1940. Gains of between 7 and 8 per cent
were reported for the dMaritime Provinces, for Ontario and for British Columbia. OSales
in Saskatchewan and Alberta were practically unchanged from last year while minor in-
creases of 3 per cent and 4 per cent were reported in Quebec and Manitoba respectively.

Comparison of Sales reported for March, 1940 and 1942

. . e

No. No. Per cen%

stores reporting changg

reporting increase in sales

Maritimes -+....-. A Lo bl L o NG R 139 98 * of
L AT =, (RAR S 208 125 + 1
OUEErio oo ocoe s P W 2 376 267 4+ 7.8
21715 (] = ) PR S P U P GNP R 7L 40 & A
Saskatchewan ..ccevoravcacrecrnn.. 40 21 + BT
AN SIRDIES sre1s = - o omeiions ol e o oo (805, ein #helie b 64 33 4 (@
British Columbia «....... il y 76 46 + 7.3
CANADA ..... s s Won: 3 GG § g . 974 630 + 5.5




"ﬂ g ll[la‘u t
¢ byttt o e d
1 ey ey = il ] dli N4
’ ||, T A .' .- ” | Wil oy “'"'
L R n R wi e
||| q Jﬂ- :ﬂ' ':g,_‘ Fgw 1;‘1“‘ SRR -

.\";J.N‘..'r]:‘:-‘a. \gd l"I.

5|| E &
T ~..' is.hif 1‘FI -
_h|d-"1‘§ | N TI' |TL g F..‘H'l-l FIIIHE' 11-:. d A/
. B ; F f"-_ Ii_k_ i

b*_.»f-in.d'-'l-{'d.di > "'— 'I

s o il
=
RAYSN T

-‘E‘b].. L‘-—--Al‘ Y

il

' i-w,.a&. ot et

,L ik '1:: Sy

' | +" '“I"‘-L
i .i REN



