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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1941

Introdvction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have
been published for scme years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading esteblish-
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wnolenale
trade issued by the Tnternal Trade Branch of the Dominicn Bureau of Statistics, This
series brings togethor in one repcrt the infermation on retail and wholesale grocery
sales contained in the other bulletins thus faciliitating a comparison of the trends in
monthly sales in the two stages of fooud diestribution,

Wnolenale Trade

AT

Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in Caneda averaged
3 per cent higher in May of this year than leet and were 4 per cent above the April level.
The 3 per cent increase cver May, 1940 is conslderably smaller than those recorded for
earlier months, a result which may be attributed to the high level of wholesale grocery
traeding in May lest year when considereble inventcry buying by the retail trade took
place foliowing the remewal of hosillities ¢n the wentern front. Sales for the year to
date stand 11 per cent above the first five months of 1940,

Wholesale grocers in British Columbia reported a gain of 9 per cent in
sales over May last year; Ontarlo salec were up 6 per cent and the Maritime Provinces,
b per cent. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were practically unchanged while Quebec
sales were down by 6 per cent.
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Wholesale CGrocery Trade by Economic Divisions

Doller Sales Por Tt shecs
Number (add  000) S
of
Division firms
re- May, 1941 over er
porting Ma.y, May, it
1940 1941 %3;:
Mey April
1940 1941 1950
$ $
CANADA ...... 75 17,095 17,520 +_ 2.5 d, BLE + 10.9
SEREEMED .00 13 1,800 12 876 + k2 4 3.8 + IS
Quebec P e s PR 22 3’206 3’003 - 6.3 + 12.7 + h¢8
o R 21 4,959 i S + 6.3 + 3.8 + 12,5
1 LT £l 4,899 4,930 + 0.6 + 0.8 + 8.5
British Columbia 6 2,251 | B, B + @8 + i
; { '
tocks

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were down 1 per cent
at the end of May from the corresponding date of 1940 and were &4 per cent lower than in-
ventories at the end of April, 1941, Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in
relation to sales in the immediately followlng period, Stocks on hand at the beginni
of May normally amount to approximntely 125 per cent of the May turnover. Stocks on hand
at the endof Al formed 131 per cent of the Mey sales, indicating that stocks on hand
at the beginning of the month were slightly higher than the normal inventory position for
that time of year.

Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand

at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales during Month

(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939)
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“kalu Stores
Sales of 1,052 chain storc units operated by 25 chain companies in the
food retailing field averagsd 24 per cont highsr in Mey, 1941 than sales of 1,155 units
operated by the same 25 firms in May o year agc. Avorage sales per store were $12,074
in Moy of this year, 35 per cent greater than the $8,975 average in the same month of
1940, A considcrable redustion in the mmber of stcres operated by the reporting chain
companies 18 responsidle, o some extont, for the increased sales volume per store.

Increanes 1In various roglicns of the country were as followa: 29
per cent in Ontario; 21 per cent in British Columbie; 17 por cent in Quedec; and 12
per cent in the Prairle Provinces. Aversge daily sales for food chaina increased 22
per cent in Mey this yzar over last,

Comparison of Stores ond Sales for May, 1940 and 1941

22 Chain Compenies
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| Per cent

My, 19L0 l May, 1941 change

Division — .l in
No. Steores Sales No, Stores Sales Sales
| $ e
T R Yo LB 10,366,158 ‘ 1,062 12,822,763 + 23.7
§ ;

Quebec ¢ 0 e tRaPEILAPEN N YE 210 2;121511"7 ! 190 2’2{'85,698 + 17.2
On'ba.rio $es 800 ecr e 635 ! 5,826',711 " 598 7,536,301 + 29.3
Pradrle Provinces sc.evse 200 L, 3T %R | 174 1,541,672 + 11.8
BEtGliah Golumbia oeseeees 110 i 1,038,768 4 100 1 1,259,092 + 21,2

Indcpendent Stores

Dollear sales of 999 indepondent grocery and combination stores were 15
por cent higher in May, 1941 than in Mar, 1940, Results on & geographical basis indicate
sales increases in every sectlon of the country ranging from a substantial gain of 18
per cent in the Maritimes to one of 8 per cent in Alverta, Ontario and Quebec were
nearly the same with increases of 17 and 16 per cent respcctively while Saskatchewan
sales were up 13 per cent. 'British Columbia repcrted a gain of 1l per cent and Manitobda
one of 10 per cent over May, 1940.

Comparison of Salos Reporied for Msy, 1940 and 1941
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No. No., Per cent

Division stores reporting change
recporting increase in sales

CANADA azouc--a;c.oor¢oo 999 837 ar lﬁ'h
T T S S S 145 118 & 1780
Quebec esc o0 cssar0aaVOO L GOD R0 215 190 o 16-0
Ontario €089 EO P OC KB OODE SO S OSL 589 558 + 1609
Manitoba VNS00 INEEBOEOEOLEBCARD 67 u? ¥ 10'2
Saskatchecwan CH00000ONYNIELIONDSD | ho £ 35 o 13-h
M-bert& PO D PO ESOLIEEND QG DOOLNSSE :‘ 6)‘" i h? + 8!3
BEStlal - Colwmuibia ,.ooondscrtos | 79 62 + 10.9
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