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Introd.uc,tIou 

indexes ref1e't1g current trends in food dJ.stributIon in Canada have 
been published for some years, indoxes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establish-
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Internal ¶trado Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings togothor In one re:port  the Information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained In the other bullet5ns thus facIlititing a comparison of the trends In 
monthly sales In the two stages of food. d:Lstribution. 

Wxio]esalefrade 

Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in Canada averaged 
3 per rent higher In May of this year than last and were 4 per cent above the April level. 
The 3 per cent increase over May, 1940 is conSIderably smaller than those recorded for 
earlier months, a result which may be attributed to the high level of wholesale grouery 
trad.ing in May last year when coneierab1e Inventcry buying by the retail trade took 
place following the renewal of hotlitIe on the entern front. Sales for the year to 
date stand 11 per cent above the first five rionths of 1940. 

Wholesale grocers In British ColurihIa reported a gain of 9 per cent in 
sales over May last year; Ontario salee were up 6 per cent and the Maritime Provinces, 
per cent. Sales In the Prairie Provinces were practically unchanged while Quebec 

sales were down by 6 per cent. 
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Wholcoale CroceryTr,debiEconomic Divis ions 

Number 
Dollar 
(add. 

Sales 
000) Per cent change 

of 
firms 
re- May, 19141 over Year  

porting _____________________ 
to 

date 
May April 1941 

1940 1941 19140 

I 
1 

/ 

r 
3 
3 

Divis ion 

$ 	1$ 
75 	I 	17,095 ] 17,520 	I + 2.5f 	3.6 	1 + 10.9 

15 1,800 1 11 876 	+ 	14.2 + 	3.8 + 15.7 
22 3,206 31003 	- 	6.3 + 12.7 + 	14.8 
21 14,959 5,270 	+ 	6. + 	3.8 + 12.5 
11 14099 11,930 	+ 	0.6 + 	0.8 + 	8. 
6 2,231 2 1 1111.1 	+ 	9.4 + 	6.8 + 16.1 

C ANADA . . . . . 

Maritimes 
Quebec 
Ontario • . . . • , 
Prairies 
British Columbia 

Stocks 

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were down 1 per cent 
at the end of May from the corresponding date of 19140 and were 4 per cent lower than in-
ventories at the end of April, 1941. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in 
relation to sales in the imnsd.iate1y following period. Stocks on hand at the boginnirig 
of May normally amount to approximately 125 per cent of the May turnover. Stocks  on hand 
at the endofjformed 131 per cent of the May sales, Indicating that stocks on hand 
at the beginning of the month were slightly higher than the normal Inventory position for 
that time of year. 

Wholesale Groom Thade - - Percentage that Stocks on Hand 

at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales during Month 

Per 
cent 

180 

160 

1140 

120 

100 

80 

(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939) 
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Salcr, of 1,062 chain store units operated by 25 chaIn companies In the 
food retailing field averaged 24 per cent hIgh In May, 19141 than sales of 1:155  unIts 
operated by the came 25 fIris In May a year ago. Average sales per store were $1 2,071  
in May of this year, 35 Per cent greater than the $8,975 averag3 In the same month of 
1940. A considerable reductIon In the nbor of stores operated by the reportIng chain 
companies is resonsib1e, to oao extnt,, fo: the Increased. sales volume per store. 

Incroas in irirIoz rcions cf the country were as follows: 29 
per cent in Ontario; 21 per cent In British ColumbIa; 17 per cent In Quebec; and 12 
per cent In the Prairie Provincec, Average daily sales for food. chains Increased. 22 
per cent in May this year over last, 

on of Stores anti Sales for May, 1940 and 19111 

25Chin_ComnIes 

May, 191:.() 
Division  

No. Stares 	Sales 

i 	- 	1 	$ 
1155108 

Quebec •,,.,........,.,,, 	210 	2,12l114'7 
 635 	5,826,7L. 

Prairie Provinces ....... 	200 	137952 
British Columbia ..,..... 	110 	1,038,768 

May, 1941 

No. Stores 	Sales 

$ 

1,062 	112 -.822.7 

2, 1i85, 698 
7,536,301 
1, 5 1il, 672 
1,259,092 

Per cent 
chango 

in 
Sales 

+ 17.2 
+ 29.3 
+ 11.8 
+ 21.2 

190 
598 
174 
100 

IrAopend.ent Stores 

Dollar sales of 999 independent grocery and combination stores were 15 
per cent higher In May, 1941 than In May, 1940,  Results on a geographical basis indicate 
sales increases In every section of the country ranging from a substantial gain of 18 
per cent In the Marltimes to one of 8 per cent in Alberta. Ontario and Quebec were 
nearly the same with increases of 17 and 16 per cent respectively while Saskatchewan 
sales were up 13 per cent. British Columbia reported a gain of 11 per cent and Manitoba 
one of 10 per cent over May, 194O, 

CoinparIoonofSa1oaPportedfor Mcy, 1940 and 1941 

Division stores 
reporting 

No 
reporting 
Increase 

Per cent 
change 
in sales 

CANADA  837 + 

MaritImes.....,,..,,....,., il5 118 +17.6 
Quebec 	. . 	. , . . . . 	. . 	. 	. , . 	. 215 190 + 16.0 
Ontario 389 338 + 16.9 
Manitoba 	. , 	. , 	. 	. , 	.0 

Saskatchewan 	.,.....,, 
Alberta , . 	. 	. • • 	• 	• 	. 	• . 

07 
40 
64 

47 
35 
47 

+ 10.2 
+ 13.4 
+ 	8.3 

British Columbia 79 62 + 10.9 
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