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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTRMBER, 1911 

Introduction 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution In Canada have 
been cblIsheI for some years, Indexes of retail and. wholesale grocery trading establIsh-
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retafl and. wloTheoale 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of StatLstic, This 
oeree brings together In one report the information on retail and wholceaie gcocery 

•ntrcl in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 'nd.s in 
Galer3 in the two stages of food. distribution. 

Wholesale Trade 

Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada were 51 
per cent higher in September of this year than last and were 2 per cent above the level 
reorded in August. The 51 per cent increase in September over September, 19O, is 
hiher thcn the Increase reported In earlier corresponding-month comparisons of this 
year with the exception of July, when the Increase stood at 36 per cent over July, 1940 
In August, sales were up 29 per cent over August, 19 1 0; In June, sales were tip 9 per 
cent and in May only 3 per cent, while the earlier months of April and March showed 
gains of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Wholesale grocersl sales for the 
'L-st nine months of 1941 stand 18 per cent above the level for the corresp'nding nine-
morth Derod. of 1940. 

- Sales increases for September by economic divisions are as ±1lis 
ritIsh OolnBthia, 22 per cent; the Marltimes, 21 per cent; Quebec, 19 per cent; OntarIo )  
17 per cent; and the Prairies, 16 per cent. 
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.lholesale Grocers Trade by Economic Divisions 

Dollar Sales 	I 	Per cent change 
(add 000) 	I 

Numb or 
of 

DlVl8jOfl 	 firms 
re- 

porting September September 
1940 	1941 

September, 1941  over Year 
to 

date 
September August 1941 

1940 1941 1940 

	

CANADA 	.......... 75 

	

Maritimos 	........ 	1 	16 

14,890 19.536 - + 	1.2 +1.6 + 18.0 

1,743 2,210 + 26.8 + 	2.3 + 20.7 
Quebec 	........... 	20 2,087 2,919 + 39.9 + 	6.7 + 17.8 
Ontario 	......... 	21 4,633 6,085 + 31.4 + 	7.1 + 17.3 
Prairies 	...........12 4,672 5,931 + 27.0 2.1 + 16.4 
British Columbia 	6 1,755 I 	2,391 + 36.2 - 	 2.4 + 21.5 

Stocks 

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 25 per 
cent at the and of September from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 12 per cent 
higher than inventories at the end of August, 1941. Stocks on hand at any period must 
bs considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand 
at the b eginning of September normally amount to approximately 105 per cent of the 
September turnover. Stocks on hand at the and of August formed 113 per cont of the 
September sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month wero 
above the normal invontory position for that time of year. 

WholesaleGrocery Trade --Porcontao that Stocks on Hand 

at BogI nning of Month Bear to Salos Duriflg Month 

(Norme3. c Avorago for 1935 - 1939 

For cent 

J. 	F. 	M. 	A. 	M. 	J. 	J. 	A. 	S. 	00 	N. 	D. 



September, 194O 

No 	Storos ' Sales 

97 

211 
599 5,272,757 
l!9 1,152)6091 

889,961 I 

DIvi.on 

CALWA 

Quebec . , . 	 o 0 • 	0 

Ontario 	. 	. 	. • 
Prairie ProvInces 
British Columbia 

Retat1Traco 

Chain Stores 

Sales of 95k chain store uilts operated by 27 chaIn co1DanIes in the food 
retailing f±1d averaged 32 por cent higher In Septonther, l94.1, tnsn sales of 1,063 
units oporatd by the senio 27 fIrns In September a year ago. Aerago sales per store 
were $12,343 in Ssptembsr of thIs year, 43 per cent greater tban the $8,633 average in 
the same month of 19t0, A consI.ernlc reduction in the number of stores operatod by 
the reporting chain oopanies is rooporsIbl, to some extent ;  for the increased sales 

volte per store. 

Increases In aicus regions of the ovntry wore as follows: 36 per cent 
In Quebec, 32 per cent in Onto10 and in BrItis)i Co1ubia, and 30 per cent in the 
Prairie Provnccs., Avre daily sales for food. chains Increacod. 29 per cent In 
September of this ro' ocr last0 

5r1 i9q and l9 

September, 1941 Per oont 
change 

in 
No., Stores Sales Sales 

$ 

9.8L_.. 12115834 + 32.4 

+ 36.3 194 	2,537,725 
563 6 ) 932,403 + 31,5 
127 1-,498,817 + 30.0 
100 1 1 176,889 + 32.2 

Dollar sales of ].,059 Independent grocery and cinblnatIon stores were 17 per 
cent higher In Septeiber, 1941, than In Septembr, 1940, Gains were reported. In every 
section of the ooatry, ranging from a substantial Increase of 21 per cent In Quebec to 
a gain of 6 per cent In Saekatchorcn. Ontario sales were up 18 per cent, the Maritlmes, 
17. per cent; while BrItish Colimbla and Mnitc. showee, gains of 14 per cent and 13 per 
cent respectively. 	- rtri sales were 10 per cent highor in September of this year than 
last, 

oSa1eReortedforSeomber,_19 11.O and 19141 

- 
No. I'To. Per cent 

DivisIon stores reporting change 

I reporting increase f in sales 

CANADA l959 9144 - + 17.0 - 

MariC.Imos 114.i 1214- + 17.2 
Qtebec 	.........,.,. .., 27k. 2142 + 20.7 
Onta_o 	..,.... , ,,,. 8i 356 	1 • 	17.7 
Manitoba 68 56 + 12.9 
Sasarean .m..0... 43 41 + 	6.2 
Alberta 58 + 10. 14. 
BitIsi 	1uiyibla 81 6, + 	ili.1 
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