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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1941

Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have
besn vputlished for some years, indexes of retall and wholesale grocery trading estabdbileh-
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retall and wholesale
trade lesued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Thia
ecries brings tegether in one report the information on retail and wholceale grocery
~les ‘onteincd in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the tvonds in
moathly sales in the two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Carnada wore 31
per cent higher in September of this year than last and were 2 per cent above the lovel
recorded in August. The 31 per cent increase in September over September, 1940, is
hisher then the increase reported in earlier corresponding-month comparisons of thie
year with the exception of July, when the increase stood at 36 per cent cver JuiYy, 19%0.
In August, sales were up 29 per cent over August, 1940; in June, sales were up § per
cent and in May only 3 per cent, while the earlier months of April and March shcwed
galns of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Wholesale grocers! sales for the
“tret nine months of 1941 stand 18 per cent above the level for the correspsnding nine-

morth veriod of 1940,

* Bales Increases for September by economic diviesions are as =1lova:
British Colnmﬁia, 22 per cent; the Maritimes, 21 per cent; Quebec, 19 per cent: Omtaric,
17 per ccnt; end +he Prairies, 16 per cent,



Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

Dollar Salss Per cent change
(add 000)

Number :
of Septembor, 1941 over Year
Division tirms to
re- ' date
porting | September | September September { August 1941
1940 1941 1940 1941 1940

; ;

CANADA -------.-! 75 14,890 WL 586 + 31.2 + leb + 18.0
Maritimes .........l 16 1,743 2,210 + 26.8 + 2.3 + 20.7
Quebec reeieiienins 20 25087 2,919 + 39.9 + 6.7 + 17.8
Onterio ceovevcenae 21 4,633 6,085 + 31.4 + 7.1 + 17.3
Prairies terecosrosg 12 4’672 5,931 + 27‘0 = 201 ar 1604
British Columbisa I3 6 In7es l 2 ;290 + 3642 - 2.4 l + 21.5

Stocks

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 25 per
cent at the end of September from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 12 per cent
higher than inventories at the end of August, 1941. Stocks on hand at any period must
bs considered in relation to sales in the immediately following poriod. Stocks on hand
at the beginning of Sepiomber normally amount to approximately 105 per cent of the
September turnover. Stocks on hand at thc ond of August formed 113 per cent of the
Soptombor sales, indicating that stocks on hand at tho boginning of the month wore
above the normal inventory pesition for that timo of year.

Wholesale Grogory Trade -- Porcentago that Stocks on Hand

at Boginning of Month Boar to Salos During Month

(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939}
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Retail Trade

Chaln Stores

Saies of $8% cihain store units operated ty 27 chaln ¢companles in the food
retailing fisld everaged %2 per coent higher in September, 1941, tnan sales of 1,063
units operatsd by the ssme 27 firms in Septomber a year ago. Averago sales per store
were $12,345 in Soptember of thls year, U3 per cent greater than the $8,633 average in
the same month of 19%0. A sonalderstle reduction in the number cf stores operated by
the reporting chain companlez is responaible, to scme extent, for the increased sales
volume per store.

Incroasdce in vericus reglons of the country wore as follows: 36 per cent
in Quebec, 32 per ceant in Onterio and in British Columbia, and 30 por cont in the
Prairie Provinces., Avorage deily ssles for foof chains increased 29 per cent in
September of this year over laet.

Comparison of Stores end Salos for Septembor, 1940 and 1941

-—mm?rma‘ = e < Sty 2= : STILTIETTEST T T e
! )
: September, 1940 September, 1941 Per cent
Divinion £ Tl s s ~ change
i in
No, Storea!  Sales No. Stores .  Sales Sales
e e v — o — e g e -~ T e St o [ v A R e
$ $
CANADA «vcvereer | 1,065 | 9,176,697 o8 _ 112,115,63h | + 32
GG ...z ucvosioerons 2@ 1,861,667 9L b -2 eNEs + 36.3
Ontario QEEA VT IVNEIITe D 599 5)272,?57 563 6)952)1}'03 + 51'5
Prairie Provinces ....os: 1hg 1,152,609 127 1,498,817 + 30,0
British Columbie .,cce0s: ! 104 i £89,561 | 100 1., 176,080 + 32,2
: 1 : i

Dcllar sales of 1,059 independent grocery and ccmbination stores were 17 per
cent higher in Septenber, 1941, than in September, 1940, Cains were reported in every
section of the couwatry, ranging from a substantlal increase of 21 per cent in Quebec to
a gain of 6 per cent in Saskatchevan, Cntario sales were up 18 per cent, the Meritimes,
17 per cent; while British Columbia and Manitoba showed gaing of il per cent and 13 per
cent respectively, Alncrta sales were 10 per cent higher in Septemver of this year than
last,

Corparison of Seles Reported for Soptomber, 1940 and 1941

TN s T T TR pEat pussthaiampre g Saes LR LS £ e

No, No. Per cent
Divisicn suoros reporting change
reporting increase in sales
L 0 . = m,.{A.,@“,“, | S L L o | S
CANADA ¢casvoscee “'__A}jpjg_uﬂ__.__N_Q§E~H__¢__“ + 17.0
M&ri'ﬁims “aDEC YO RLTRS IS : 11:'3 12‘,1-‘ + 1752
I R T e 27e 2h2 + 20.7
BOEe i s n Cimey Y 581 356 + 117
LT T TSR e e SRR 68 56 + 12,9
SEEoheMaD & s heaeddern I b1 +- B2
ST Y SRR P Y 5% 58 + 10,4
BEithal Colundia .. opeges | 81 & + 1h,1
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