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CURKENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRISUTION, JANUARY, 1942

Introduction

. Tndexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been
publ}shed for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. This series
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con=~
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly
sales in the two stages of food distribution,

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 71 of the larger wholeszle houses in Canada averaged 19 per cent
higher in January, 1942 than in the corresponding month of 1941 and were 2 per cent highar
tranin December, 1941. Substantial gains over January, 1941 were reported in all sectiorn
of the country. Ter cent increases for the various economic divisions atanding ag follows:
Maritime Provinces, 20 per cent, Guebec, 15 per cent, Ontario, 21 per cent, Prairie
Provinces, 21 per cent and Eritish Columbia, 19 per cent.

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued 11 per cent
higher at the end of January, 1942 than on the corresponding date of last year but were
15 per cent lower than the value of stocks reported on December 2, WeEd Stocks on
hand at the beginning of January are normally about 63 per cent in excess of the veolume
of business trensacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of Jenuary this
year were 56 per cent in excess of the amount of business transacted during tne month
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of January, 1941 was slightly below

the normal business for this period of the year.
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

Dollar Sales

Per cent chuange

? (add 000)

Number ,

of ! January, 1942 over

Division firms } y

= January January

porting 1941 1942 January December
1941 1941
¢ K]

CANADA sevvens g B33L6 15,875 +1942 + 242
laritimes seveeevas 12 1,307 1,562 +19.6 =r4 (@
Quebec evescasrsacy 22 2 a0E 2,807 +15f2 ~14.9
Ontario es g e o0 ey 20 4.070 5,935 +2103 + 2'4
Prairieseese ee-ove Xl 4,041 4,88 2009 + 60)
British Columbia -» 6 | 1,891 T 2,18 +19.2 +10.1

Retail Trade
p—————

Chain

Sales of 959 cirain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the food
retailing field averazed 36 per cent higher in January, 1942, than sales of 1,035 units
Average sales per store were
915,374 in January, 1942, 45 per cent greater than the 310,496 averaze in the same month

operzted by the same 25 firms in January a year ago.

of 1941.

Increases in various regions of the country were as follows:

39 per cent

in Quebec, 38 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 35 per cent in British Columbia, and
Average daily sales for food chains increased 28 per cent in

34 per cent in Ontario.
January of 1942 over 1941.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1941 and 1942

January, 1941 January, 1942 Per cent
change

in
Noe. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Sales

. i ~ ;

CANADA eeesas| 1,035 10,863,241 959 . 14.743,366 | _ 4357 __ .
Quebec-...--opon-a 209 2.256.034 194 3’128.339 +38'7
Ontario everesares 583 6,346,993 546 8,529,287 +3444
Prairie Provinces .- 140 1,180,983 18 1,633,425 +3843
British Columbia.. 103 1,075,231 97 1,452,315 +34.6
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Independent Stores

5cles of 981 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 22 per
cont higher in January, 1942 than in January, 1941.  4ll provinces reported increases
ranging from 15 per cent in Saskatchewan to 24 per cent in the Meritime Provinces. In-
croases for other proviunces wore 23 per cent for guebec, 22 per cent for Alberta, 21
per cent in Ontario, 20 per cent in llanitoba and 17 per cent in British Columbia.

Comparison of Sales Roproted for January, 1941 and 1942

Noe Nos Fer cent

Division stores reporting chargo

: reporting increase in sales
CiNADA sessevevanssonraer | 981 897 +21.5
Maritimes sevesraentvseoonveonre 188 2N +23.8
QUEDEE srvranecarercaessvrinan k) 197 £75.
T VRN e NP 1O 391 361 +21.3
MEnitobe esecosrascicrssocvans 63 56 oo
Saskatchewan sescvsesstocesen 37 72 +14.8
TR S 1K 63 58 21,5
British Columbia evesesessrses 82 72 4165
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