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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIDUTION, FEBRUARY, 1942

Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canade have been
published for come years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments
forming components of the two regnlar monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade
isened by the Internul Tirade Dranch of the Duminion Bureau of Statistics. This series
bringe tozether in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con-
tained in the otler bulletins thus facilitating e comparison of the trends in monthly
sales in the two stages of Tood distribution.
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Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 18 per cent
higher in February, 1942, than in the corresponding month of 1941 and were 1 per cent dowm
from January. Substantial galns over Tehrmrxy 1941, were reported in all sections of the
country, per cent increases for the various economic divisions standing as follows:
Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Quebec, 14 per cent; Ontario, 18 per cent; Prairie
Provinces, 18 per cent; and British Columbia, 28 per cent.

Inventorles carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued 13 per cent
higher at the end of February, 1942, than on the corresponding date of last year dut were
1 per cent lower tlan the value of stocks reported on January 31, 1942. Stocks on hand
at the beginning of February are normally about 67 per cent in excess of the volume of
busineas transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of February this
year were 58 per cent in excess of the amount of business transacted during the month
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of February, 1942, was slightly below
the normal position for this pericd of the year,
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Waolesale Groccry Trade by Economic Divisiona
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Chain Stores

Seles of 872 chain store unite opcrated by 27 chaln companies in the food

vetailing field averaged 27 pexr cent higher in February,
operated by the same 27 firms in February a year ago.

1942, then sales of 945 unite
Average sales per store were

$10,939 in February, 1942, 38 per cent greater than the $7,36$ average in the same month

of 1941,

Increases in worious regions of the country were as foilcws:

31 per cent

in Quebec, 28 per cent in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, and 20 per cent in British

Columbia.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1941 and 19k2
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Independent Stores

Sales of 969 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 17 per
cent higher in February, 1942, then in February, 1941. Sales in Saskatchewan were up
6 per cent while more substential gains were recorded in other rarts of the country as
follows: British Columbia, 12 per cent; Alberta, 14 per cent; Manitoba, 15 per cent;
Ontario, 16 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 19 per cent; and Quebec, 21 per cent.

Comperison of Sales Reported for February, 1941 and 1942
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No, No. Per cent
Division stores reporting change
reporting increase in sales
GIRNADA . S roralors s moaole 969 822 + 17.1
NP LREEE . voeoeocaaae 142 116 + 19.0
B s« 20 a0 oo o v Saa's 209 188 £ 8.3
[ .o e 383 329 + 16.4
Masilhebia <. ....ccu.000 66 52 + 14,8
Saskatchewan ......... 36 27 + 5.7
BRI o o d% o oo 0o afut 56 L8 + 13.7
British Columbia ..... 77 62 + 8.
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