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Indexes reflscting rurrent trends 1. food distribution in Cansada
have been published for some yeers, infoves of retaill and wholesale grooery
trading establishments feorming components of the two regular monthly bulletins
on retzll and wholesale trade iapsued by the Mmternal Typade Branch of the Dominion
Bureau of Statlstlics, This geries brings tcgether in one report the information
on retail and wholesale grocery salas contained in the other bulletins thus
facilitating a comparison of the trende in morthly sales in the two stages of
food distrivbution,

Wholesale Trade

Sales of T0 of tho larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 19
per cent higher in March of this year than laust and were up 1l per cent com-
pared with February. Sales for the firet quarter of the current year stand 19
per cent over the corresponding period a year ego. Quebec reported a merked
gain of 38 per ceant over March a year age; while emaller gains were reported
for other regicns as fcllows: Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent; Ontario, 16
per cent; Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent; erd Britich Columbia, 11 per cent.

Inventoriss carried by the wholenale grocery trade were valued
19 per cent higher at the end of March, 1942, than on the corresponding date
of last year and wers L per cent lower than the valve of stocks reported on
February 28, 1942. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March are normally
about 43 per cent in ercesa of the volume of business transacted in that month,
Stocks on hLanl at the beginning of March this year were S4 per cent in excess
of the amount of business transacted during the month indiceting that the stock
position at the boginning of Mavch, 1942, was above the normal position for
this period of the year.



Wholesale CGrocery Trade by Econcmic Division:
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CANADA ..... 70 12,238 | 14,588 s T8 | £ 1% fi B8RS
Maritimes ...... 16 1,821 2,126 + 16.7 +17.1 | + 6.0
BEBBOR. . ouiosis. 20 1,980 2,727 | N + 26,4 + 22,9
OMBEELO - 00 + 2 19 4,728 | 5,47i + 15.8 + 14,9 | +18.2
Fralrden .. 00 10 2,5 | 2,862 + 17.0 * 7.0 | % 186
British Columbia 5 1,265 | 1,k00 |+ 10.7 ROV B L
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Ratall Trade

Chain Stcres

Sales of 1,012 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in the food
retailing field averaged 18 per cent higher in March, 1642, than sales of 1,077 units
operated by the same 29 firms in March a year ago. Aversgc sales per store were $13,731
in March, 1942, 25 per cent greater than the $10,981 avsrege ror the same month of 1941,

Increases in various regione of the country wers as follows: 22 per cent
in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 18 per cent in the Pralrie Provinccs, and 21 per cent
in British Columbia.

Comparison of Stores and Salss for March, 1941 ang 1942

March, 1941 March, 1942 Per cent
b change
in
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales
1L T =S anay T Y TS 5 4 L §

SRR . : «seeo . s 1,077 _|11,86,k27 1,012 ]13,895.4h2 ) 4+ 17.5
REBEE ..6 it mii et 200 2,427,814 188 2,950,058 $ 218
3 T R 1 6,811,496 5L1 7,859,529 + 15.4
Prairie Provinces ... 176 1,44 971 166 1,084,244 + 18,2
British Columbia .... 124 1,162,146 117 1, 40L, 611 + 20.6
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Independent Stores

Sales of 984 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores
averaged 10 per cent higher in March of this year than last, all sectlons of
the country excepting Saskatchewan contributing to the increase. Saskatchewan
sales were unchanged from March a year ago while increases for other provincea
gtand at 5 per cent for British Columbia, 8 per cent for the Prairie Provinces,
9 per cent for Ontario, 11 per cent for Albertsa, 13 per cent for Manitoba, and
14 per cent for Quebec.

Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1941 and 1942

No. No. Per cent
Divieion stores reporting change
reporting increase in sales
CANADA .evsvcrss o8l Tl + 9.7
Maritimes ..:..coee-e 142 66 + 7.9
R 0 0/do OO BT . 2050 168 + 13.5
CRETREBN I, 55 o572 4me won o 382 274 + 9.3
M BobE, « e 4 54, 68 5k +12.9
Saskatchewan ........ Ly 26 Unchanged
AWREENA §agetas b i agade 59 b1 + 10.7
British Columbia .... 78 58 + b7
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