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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1942

Introduction

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one repori the
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other
bulletins thus faciliiating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the
two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 73 of the larger grocery wholesale houses in Canada
averaged 4 per cent higher in lay of this year than last and increased 5
per cent over April sales. Sales for the first five months of the current
year stand 12 por cent higher than the corresponding period a year agoe
The 4 per cont increass conforms with the increase of 2 per cent recorded
in April, but is smaller than tho spread rccorded for the earlier months
of 1942. The Maritime Provinces showed a marked gain of 20 per cent over
May a year ago, while smaller increases were reported for other regions
as follows: Quebec, 4 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 2 per cent; British
Columbia, 3 per cent. Sales in Ontario remained unchanged from biay, 1%41.

Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were
valued 5 per cent higher at the end of May, 1942, than on the corresponding
date of last year but declined 3 per cent from the value of steocks reported
on April 30, 1942. Stocks on hand at the beginning of May are normally
25 per cent in excess of the volume of busincss transacted in that month.
Stocks on hand at the beginning of May this year were 33 per cent in excess
of the amount of business transacted during the month, indicating that the
stock position at the beginning of wmay, 1942, wos above the normal
position for this period of the yeare.
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Wholesrle Grocery Tredo By Zconomic Divisicns

e ——— WW*MMW
Dollar Sales B W
4% er cent change
Number (add 000)
Divisio v i Year
i firms ey \ay __ ey, 1942 over e
re~- 1941 1942 d
z / | b ate
porting [ liey Apzil 1942
1941 19542 T%ET
v ;

CANADA +o.0- 73 17,368 18,002 + 3.6 + 5.3 il
Meritimesesceeocrce 13 1,642 1,964 +19.6 +17.1 +14.7
QUebec -sererernoes 22 3,003 3,130 + 402 +41.4 +1248
OntariOeeecceocsess 20 5,263 5,309 + 0.9 + 4.4 +10.4
Prairies ceorverees 12 SR L + 1.6 b + 0.9 +10.9
British Columbia «. 6 2,442 2,503 k215 + 743 +13+8

Retail Trade

Chain Storses

Sales of 1,000 chain store units operatec by 26 chain compenies in the
food retailing field averaged 20 per cent higher in kay, 1942, than sales of 1,055 units

operated by the same 26 firms in lMay & year ago.

Average salas per store were $15,425

in May, 1942, 27 per cent greater than the 312,187 average for the same month of 1941.

Increases in various regions of the country were ams follows: 33 per cent
in Juebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, 23 per cent in the Prairie Provincos, and 16 per cent

in British Columbia.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for hay, 1941 and 1942

i
! Miay, 1941 May, 1942 Per cent
i change
' in
b o, Stores } Sales No. Stores f Sales salss
: ¥ ) 3
CAMADA svevevoseoesc| ' 1,055 12,357,545 1,000 | 15,424,895 +20+0
QUEbEC cvercrcrasans o Gl 190 2,485,698 183 3,298,054 1327
Y T PR Ot 567 7,465,513 536 8,646,043 415+8
Prairie Provinces sseeef 176 L 1,593,518 ¢ 165 b 1,965,983 } +23+0
British Columbia eocsrap 122 1,306,316 116 1,514,815 +1549
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Independent Stores .

Seles of $96 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 12
ver cent higher in May of this year than last, all gsections of the country except
Sustatchewan contributing to the increase. Gains recorded for the provinces were as
follows: Wwuebec, 16 por cent; laritime Provinces, 14 per cent; Ontario, 11 per cent;
Muaitoba, Alberte and British Columbia, each § per cent. Dollar value of sales in
Saskatchewan remained unchanged from May, 1941.
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Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1943 and 1942
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Noe Nos Per cent

Stores reporting change

reporting increase in sales
CANADA sevovesocscsons 996 805 +12.0
MEritimes eeeesesssarnoss 113 116 ;13.5
Quebec cocerrevrorecnrens 219 191 +16.3
Ontario ceeecscsreneoross 389 310 +11.1
Kanitoba .ecectevcciocnss 69 56 + 943
Saskatchewan seeveceevecs 38 26 + 0.7
BERR L s ot h by o oal 7o 62 46 }9.1
British Columbia sescvees 82 60 + 8.6
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