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CUR TTENDS IN FOOD DISTRIUTICI,J ANU JJ, 1943 

Inde reflect.ing current trends in food distribution in Canda 
have boon oubLLsrled for some 'iears, indexes of retail and wholes!le grocery 
trading tablishments forniag components of the two rcu1ar ctonthl.y bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the 
Dominion Bureau of Stntitics. This series brings together in one report the 
inf'ornrtion on retail and ;ho1esa1e grocery sales contained in Uie other 
bulletins thus facilitatini- a eoaiparison of the trends in !aontblv Pales in 
the two ctagei of food distriiutjon. 

Trade 

Reports received £rom (33 of the larger wholesale grocory ostab-
lishment revealed a 3 per cent; dorline in the dollar volume of sales in 
January of this year compared xith Janury, 1942, and a decrease of 14 per 
cent from the value of business transacted in December, The Maritime 
Provinco and Quebec reported increases of S and 9 per cent resnectively, 
while alcs in Ontario remained unchz,nged from last year. Vfolesalers in 
Ul , o Proir.ie Provinces did 12 per cent less buciness than in January, 1942, 
and ritish Coluihia registered on 15 per cent drop in sales 

Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers on January 31, 1943, 
were valued 12 per cent lower than on the correspondin date of last year, 
and were 6 per cent lower than the inventories held it the end of 1)eceuber, 
1942. Stocks at the beginning of January are normally 63 per centS in excess 
of the volur.ie of business tronsactod in that month. 'Itocks at the beginning 
of January, 1943, were Cl per cent in excess of the voiuu of business 
realized in the mnnth, indicating that the stock position at the beginning 
of .January was practically on a par with the norr:ial cituat,ion for this 
time of the year. 
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Tho1er'1e Grocery Trade by conomic Divi2ions 

Doll'r Per cents chnce 
Iumbr ___ 000) 

Di7i0cn Jnnu:rv Janury LL'_=-] 	cviex 

1)OrtiflO 1342 1343 J % 	Dc.i,nr 
1342 	1J4. 

-- 

CAflADL  

Marl Liuieri 	 . 14 1,640 1,704 + 7.5 - 59 
uc 21 2 5 137 2,386 + 3.1 -13.6 

Ontario 	 • 18 ,800 4,07 + 04 
Pr:4rie 10 4,634 4 1 082 -11.9 -10.7 
Britih Columbia 	. .......... 5 1,402 1,194 -18.3 -32.8 

he tai1 Trade 
.rts arn2 % 

Chain OLorea 

WlQa of 357 chain ctore units operated by 28 ciaün coinpanies in the rood 
retailing field averaged 11 per ecnb lower in January, 1343, Lhn s%leo of 994 unite 
oported by the saic 28 firmoin January 3  a year ago. Average aa1e3 per atore were 
.13,06 in January, 1943,. 10 per cent lower than the $15,030 average Cor the rcme 

;tonth of 1342. 

aica decraaaod by 11 per cent in Quebec, 15 per ecat in Ontario, 9 per 
cent occiLr:oc1 in the Prairie Provincoc and 13 per c:ent in i3iih Co1u:aLii. 

aon210orc2 	'r J nuarL, 1342 ant 1943 

Per ccitt 
January, 1942 January, 13413 c1ane 

in 
1o. 	Storc2 Sales SVCS ___--- 

CANAD! ............. - 14j 992 957 1 9  9 04 34 7 13.5 

Quebec 	................... 104 3,128,333 181 2,78,7 ; -109 
Ontario .............. 554 8,612,250 537 7,293.,0 -152 
Prairie Provinces 	..... 143 1 1 740,498 115 1,585 1 942 - 3,2 
Britiah Coluahic. 37 1452,d5 94 1 1 258 1 255 --13.4 
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l 	of 302 itd'ndenL :rocery or .rocory --.nc2 	corc.: :vend 
11 per cent higher in Jnw!ry, 1013, 	ii: Ju'.v, 1342. fill rogion of the 
countr', oxc 	ktchev:.n, thri: In tnir., icreae. 	Doll r cclec in 
sn,1:rtchev.rin re;inod on n. prr 'ii the volume of bucinecc rncctec1 in Jcnu'rv 
of 1.ct year while incrotcec for other recionc are ti fo1lov: 	iriLLnec, 6 
per cnt; Quebec, 17 per ccn; Orrin, 11 per cent; tanitnba, 0 per cert; 
Alberth, 1 per cent; Brit,i.ch Colunbia, 6 per cent. 

Coari con of Salec ejortd For 	 1 42 and 1943 

flo. 	io. 	Per cent 
2toroc 	reporting 	change 

reporting 	increrLc 	in onles 

CAflhDf1 ........ 	02 	667 	+11 . 16  

1artime ............. 	 131 	 87 	 +6.7 

Quebec .......................... 	134 	 162 	 +16.6 

0ntrio 	.......................... 356 270 

M&n.itobL 	......................... 64 42 + 5.5 

33 26 - 3.1 

Itlberta 	......................... 55 34 + 0.5 

i3ritich 	Co1unibii 	................ 63 46 + 5.8 
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