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CURKENT THEEDS IN FOOD DISTRIZUTION, JANUARY, 1043

Indeveg reflecting current trends in food distribution in Connda
have been published for some yeers, indexes of retail and wholesule qrocery
trading entablishmernts foraing componentz of the two ragular monthly tulletins
on retall znd wholessle trade icsued by the Internal Trade Branch of the
Dominion Burenu of Statictice. This ceries brings togetior in one report the
inform=tion on retuil 2nd wholezale grocery sules contsined in the other
bulletins taus facllitating o comparison of the trends in monthly salos in
the twe stages of food distribution.

"holesnle Trade

Heports raceived {rom 63 of the larger wholesale grocery estab-
lishmentes revealed a 3 per cent derlina in the dollar volume of salee in
Junuary of this yeur compared with Junusry, 1242, and a decreaze of 14 per
cent from the value of business transacted in December. The MNuritime

z und Quebec reported incrauses of 8 and 2 per cent reapectively,
yhi les in Ontirio remeined unchanged from lasl year. Yholegalers in
tiie Prairie Provinces did 12 per ceni less businezs Shun in January, 19482,
and itish Columbia registered on 12 per cent drop in sales.

Stocke in the hands of wholesule grocers on Junuary 51, 1843,
were valued 12 per cenl lower than on the corresponding date of las year,
und were 6 per cent lower thun the inventories held at the end of Decenber,
1342.  Stocks st the beginning of January are normnilly 67 per cent in exceas
of the volume ol buziness transacted in that month. Sbtocks at the beginning
of Jamuary, 1943, were 01l per cent in excese of the voluwe of business
rezlized in the month, indicating ‘that the stock position at the beginning
of January wac practicelly on a par with the normal cituntion for this
time of the year.
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Chain Shoras

Sazles of 957 chein ctore units operated by 28 chain companies in the food
retoiling field averaged 14 per ceut lower in Jamiary, 104%, thon sa2leg.of 984 unite
opnr sted by the smse 28 Tirms in Jamuary, a year age. Average sales per gshtore were

£1%,506 in January, 124%, 10 per cent lower than the $15,080 average. for the =same

muﬁuh ol 1348.
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Indepardent Ghores

Sules of 302 independenty grocery or Erocary and ssat ctorgs fveriged
11 narycent higher ia Janugry, 1uds; shan in Janugry, ¥842. ;AlL regiona of the
country, cxcept Sackalchewan, sharing in the increaze. Dollar snles in
Saskntcehewan remnined on o par wita the volume of busziness “ransacted in Janmary
of last year while increaaszegs for other regions are as follows: Marilinesz, 6
per cent; Quabec, 17 per cent; Ontarie, 1l per cent; kMahitoba, 8 per cent;
Alberts, 1 per cent; Britizh Columbia, 6 per cent.

Coamparison of Saleg Reportad For Jamuary, 1942 and 1942
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