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CURRENT TREHDS IN P00D DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1943

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada haove
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading
ectablishmente forming components of the two regular monthly bulletine on
retail and wholerale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. Thic series brings together in one report the inform-
ation on retail and wholesile grocery sales contained in the other bulleting
thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly zales in the two stages
of food distribution.

Whelesale Trade

The dollar value of scles transacted by 71 of the lsrger wholesale
grocery establichments increased 3 per cent in February of this year over
February, 1342, und recorded a 4 per cent gain over the velue of merchandige
gold in January. Gains registered in Ontario and the ¥actern Provinces were
offzet by the decline in sales reported in the Prairie Provinces and British
Columbia. Reports received from grocery wholesnlers in Quebec revealed a 10
per cent increase; sales in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces were up 8 per
cent; while the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia recorded decreases of
2 and 5 per cent respectively,

Stecks on hand on February 28, 1943, declined by 14 per cent from
the inventory position on the corre"gondlng dato of' lact year, and were valued
3 per cent lower than the stocks held at the end of January, 1343. Stocks at
the beginning of Februsry are normally 67 per cent®in excess of the volume of
business transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning of February, 1943,
were 43 per cent in excess of the volume of businese realized in the month,
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of February was below the
noriaal situation for this time of the yeer
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fietail Trade

Chain Stores

Saleg of 929 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food
retailing field averaged 12 per cent lower in February, 1243, than sales of 965 units
operated hy the same 27 firms in Februery a year ngo. Average sales per store were
#11,720 in February, 1943, 8 per cent lower tnan the $12,757 average for the some
month of 1842.

Salez decreased by 14 per cent in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, and §
per cent in British Columbiz, while an increase of 2 per cent occurred in the
Prairie Proviaces -
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Comparivon of Stores and Saleg for february, 1347 and 1943
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Independent Stores

Szles of 910 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores avernged
14 per cent higher in February, 1943, thsn in February, 1942. Increases in
the dollar volume of business transacted were reported by 21l regions of the
country. Gaing recorded over Pebruary of last year vere ac follows: IMaritimes,
10 per cent; Quebec, 18 per cent; Ontario, 13 per cent; Manitoba, 8 per cent;
Saskatchewan, 7 per cent; Alberta, 12 per cent; Britich Columbis, 18 per cent.

Comparicon of Saleg Reported for Februsry, 1942 and 1943
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