C. 7L

Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. iacKINNON, K.P.
Minizter of Trade and Contunerce

DEPARTHENT OF THADE AND COILIEKCE
DOMINIOU BUKEAU OF STATISTICS
DitRAL TRADE BRARCIH

OTTAWA, CANADA
Dominion Statisticians S. A ‘Culllors, MeAs (Oxon.) FiS5:5., FT.RBUR
Chief, Interanl Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.35.5.
Statisticimuns A.C. Steedmnan, B.A.
Vol. 6 - llo. 3 Yeuar's Subscription, %£1.00

Single copiesz, «10

CUKRENT TRELDS IN FOOD DISTHRIBUTION, WARCH, 1943

Indexes reflecting currenl trends in food distribution in Canada have bee
publiched for =ome yeara, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading n"txbllsl
menta foraing components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholescle
trade issued Ly the Internsl Trade Branch of the Dominion bureau of Statistica.

This series trings togethier in one report the information on retail and wholesale
grocery sules contained in the other bulletins thus Cfacilitating & comparison of
the trends in monthly szles in the two stages of food diztribution.

Wholesale Trade

Sales of 7% of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada increazed
9 per cent in March, 1943, over the dollar volume of busineaz transacted in March
last year, and were 18 per cent above the value of salez reported in February.
British Columbia reported a decline of 12 per cent in zeslez below March last yeer
while the other regions of the country showed the following gains: Maritimec,
14 per cent; Quebec, 6 per ceant; Ontario, 12 per cent; Prairies, 1l per cent.
Sales for uhe first quarter of thls sar averaged 3 per cent greater thun for
the corresponding period of last year.

Inventories held by wholeszle grocers at the end of March, 1243, were
valued 12 per cent lower then the merchandize reported on hand at the end of
March lacst year, and declined by 2 per cent {rom the inventory pocition at the
end of February. Stocks at the beginning of Warch zre norually 42 per cent in
excnzs of the volume of business transacted in thnt mornth. Stocks nt the beginning
of March, 1243, were 17 per cent in excaszs of the volume of bucsiness realized in
the month, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of Herch had
fallen considerably below the normal situstion for this time of the year.



D
—_ & -

Wholesale Grocery Trade by Bconomic Divigions
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Dollar Sales

Number (add 000) Per cent change

of Year-
Divizion rirms March, Murch, ilarch, 1343 over to-
reporting 1942 1943 March, Februery, date

1242 1943 1943

= g gt 1942
GARERE . . . S Ly 9N @071 18,528 el 31843 + 3.4
Maritingeg .cccnessusas 16 2,13 2,413 - 30 Fal +24.9 + 8.9
QUEbBE ...v.ssevasends 22 P03 &, 82 5.6 +38 6 + 7.6
GRiarie AT, A NS, 19 5,422 6,004 +12.4 +20,4 o
Prairies ccemsmsvsuone e 4,808 S A +10.'9 2L - 0.2
British Columbia «.sws 5 1,695 1,490 e T - 2.4 - 8.0

Retail Trade

P = wp e e

Chain Stores

Sales of 994 chain store unitg operated by 29 chain comdanies in the food
retailing field averaged 7 per cent lower in March, 1945, thun galee of 1,027 unite
operated by the same 29 firms in March a year ago. Average salez per store were
313,196 in March, 1943, 4 per cent lower tran the $1%,797 average for the same
month of 1242,

Sales dec:oazed by 6 per cent in Quebec, 11 per cent in Ontario, and 4
per cent in Britich Columbia, while an increnze of 3 per cent occurred in the
Priirie Provincesz,

Comparigon of Stores and Sales for March, 1942 and 1943
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March, 1942 March, 1243 Per cent

change in
No. Stores Salas No. Stores Sales sales

. 4--‘4.$ 5

CARADA cvcenvoance 1 .02 14,169,120 994 z,116,801 =
()01 01 Yo M e & " <R R 187 2, 151880 176 2, 63015817 - 6.4
Ontf.irio @eecaAnd0000seas 556 8,028,176 545 7,178,570 —1006
Prairie Provinces .... 188 1. J181EE,, TRl 181 }; 8815879 =
Britich Columnhi2ee s tsn: 96 1,366,273 a4 1,295,965 - 4.4
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Independent Storea

Reports received [rom 017 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores
revealed thut sales were valued 17 per cent higher in March, 1943, than in Merch,
1242. All regiong of the country shared in the incrensse in trading, although goine
in the Prairie Provinces were smaller than increases reportsad in the other provinces.
The following gaine were recorded over March of last year: Meritimes, 13 per cent;
Quebec, 18 per cent; Ontario, 17 per cent; Manitoba, 10 per cent; Sackatcliewan,

8 per cent; Alberta, 1l per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent.

Comparizon of 3zles Reported for March, 1942 and 1943

Fo. Ho. Per cent
atores reporting change
reporting increas in scles
CANADA ccosevoconnacbasenocs a7 764 T4 +15.6 Iy

Maritimes ..eesvesvecosasnsossssnno 128 dER0) +13.4
QUEDBC e vssassssassscssssasssscnns 198 187 +17 37
OIETTHDRR « ¢ aals o slsis sxs"¥sTal o w0 s (o0 os Z60 239 +10.8
Manitoba ¢.eeevcecsnsecnsorsncnncsna 62 50 + 9.6
Suskatchewan sevececcosccnssosnses 36 o SRNTeE
o TR | R YR 62 53 108

British Columbia sieececencacsasnse 70 % +18.0
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