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CURPENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTEIBUTION, JULY, 1943

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distritution in Canada have been
putlished for some years, indexes of retuil and wholesale grocery trading estallishments
forning components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retuil and wholesale trade
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominicn Bureau of Statistics. This series
brings together in one report the information on retzil and wholesale grocery sales con-
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating & comparison of the trends in moathly
gsales 1n tne two stages of food distrilution.

Wholesale Trade
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Sules of 72 of the laryger wholesale grocery houses in Canada averaged
4 per cent higher in July than in June and were up by 9 per cent zompared with July,
1942. The increase over Juiy, 1942 wus considerably higher than the average gadn
recorded in earlier months, cumulative [igures for the f{irst seven moaths of the
current year standing only 4 per cent above the corresponding period of 1234Z.

Sules in CQuebec and British Columbia averaged 2 per cent lower in July of
this year than last whils the other three economic divisions for which separate figures
are complled recorded increuses. Sules in the Muritimes and Ontario were up 1C per
cent wihile the Prairie Provincas reported twice as lurge a guin with an lucreuse of
20 per cent.

Doliar value of inventories held by the wliclesule trude averaged 12 per
cent lower st the end of July this yeur compared with the corresponding date u yeur
ugo. Winolesale grocers'! stocks at the end of June ure normully 5 per cent higher
thun the amount of business resalized in July. Inveantories at the end of June were
10 per cent lower thun the volume of busisess transacied in July this year, indicating
thu'! the stock positlon in tne wholesule grocery trade at the beginning of July was
considerably bLelow the normal situation for tais period of the year.
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Rholesule Grocery Trade Iy kconomic Divisions
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| of July, July, Juiy, 1945 over to-
Division firms 1942 1943 July, June, date,
reporiing 1342 1943 1345
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AN et 72 18,781 . 20,499 | '+ 9.1 + 4.4 + 3.6
Muritimes T g 14 2’006 2,197 s 9.5 = 40(} "' 707
QuebEC 00399932 20 5’370 5’005 ™ 2-1 + 009 + 5.1
ANtErio .s.oevsned 20 5,968 €,558 .1 - 0.8 + 8.3
Prairies sssasseas g 5,08 6,265 +13.9 +25.5 + 1288
British Columbia . 6 29544 2,494 - 2.0 -12:3 - 3.6

Retail Trade
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Chain Stores

Sules of 888 chain slore units opsratad by 20 chain companie:z in the
food retailing field averaged 1 per cent aighsr in July, 1943, than sales of 317 units
operated by the same 25 firms in July a year 2go. Averuage sales per store iwere
#15,482 in July, 1943, 4 per cent kigher than the $14,325 averuge for the same month
of" 1948

Sales decrezsed by 1 per cent in Cuebec, 1 per cent in Ontario, while

the Pruirie Provinces and British Columbia recorded guins of 7 and 9 per cent respect-
lvely.

Comparison of Stores und Saules for Juily, 1342 und 1345
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Jﬁly, 1942 July’ 1943 Per cent
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No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sules
i aiind'. <. hilh T 13,594,459 884 JCE R SRR +aEE
QuebQC LR S B B A A 185 2,858,793 174 2,816,087 - 008
OIREIRAE | ol o /o s asd 534 7,710,700 514 7,255,504 - Q.7
Prairie Provinces. 105 1,726,351 106 1,844,554 + £.8
British Columbia . 95 1,318,595 94 1,434,154 H B8RS
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Independent Stores

Sales of 865 independent grocery or grocery and meal stores increased
in dollar volurme Yy 17 per cent in July, 1343, over the vaiue of luviness transacied
in ine snme month of last year. The increuse wus shared by w1l regions of the
couniry, the following gains being recorded over July, 1342: Maritimes, 73 per cent;
Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 17 per ceni; lMuultoba, Z2 per ceni; Saskatchewan, 17
per cent; Alberta, 20 per ceni; Britisa Columbia, 12 per cent.

Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1942 and 1343

No. No. Per cent

Stores reporting change

reporting increuase in sules
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Muritimes ceeecevesascccsocce 18L 120 2R T
BHEBEC 3. .outasimanecnases 138 148 114.9
ONLATIO seosvoseesssccerssnos 346 294 +1.7 &
Manitoba ceeveaseveccreccanes 55 a5 Rl T
Suskatchewan ceesasnaessanses g2 28 +17.2
Albertf ceessecsccsacnossnsas 50 46 +20.0
British Columbla .ecvevseseane 8% 50 +11.3
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