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CURRENT TRENDG IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1944

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been
published tfor some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com-
ponents of the two repgulur monthly bulletins on retail and wholesule trade issued by
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This
geries brings togetner in one report the information on retuil and wholesale grocery
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends
in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution,

wholesale Trade

Reports received from 77 of the larger wholceuale grocery establishments in
Canada revealed that QOctober sales were 20 per cent nigher than the volume of business
transacted in October, 1343, but were 3 per cent below dollar sales realized in Sep~
tember of this year. The increuse of 20 per cent over Qctober, 1349 reflects o rapid
turnover -of merciandige in all regions of the country, seles advancing from 19 per
cent, in British Columbia to 23 per cent in {QQuebec. Increases of H and Y per cent
over the 3eptember level of trading recorded in the Maritine rrovinces and Quebec,
respectively, were orfset by declines of 1 per cent in Onturio, 10 per cent in the
Prairies, anc¢ 10 per ®ent in British Columbiaz, ‘to register ir total an overall de-
¢line of 3 per cent. OCumilative sules lfor "t Tipst tan months of this year in-
creased 13 per cent over the same perioer of 1943,

Inventories rerorted on hand at tie end of October, 1344, were valued 7
per ccnt'‘Higher thanithe stocks held at 'the close of Octeber last yean, and werewl®
per ccnt sreater than the stock holiiings reported at the end of September, 1944.
Inventories at the boginning of lGctober are noumally 17 per cent in excess of ithe
volume of business transucted during that month. Stocks gt the beginning of Getober
this year were 3 per cent below the sales transacted during the month indicuting
that tiie inventory position at the beginning of October was consSiderably below the
normal level for that periodl of the year.
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by kconomic Divisions

Dollar® Sales

Per cent change

Number (add 000)
of
firms October, October, October, 1344 over  Year-to-
Division reporting 1943 1944 October, sSeptember, date, 1944
1943 1944 b
$ $ date, 1943
CANBIA -k o5 il g Lo 18,711 22,422 +19.8 - 2.7 +12.6
TRritHe . 6.c. 8. e 19 2,361 2,801 +18.6 + 4.8 +12.2
QUEDEC .rccresrioncne 2l 5,126 3,852 +23,2 49 9% 3 + 9.5
ONBATIOL o5 o eiepe s o R, 24 9, N 6,723 +16.8 ~:, 0 +12.5
Prairie8 ceeevescsses 13 5,168 6,409 +24.0 -10,2 +15.3
British Columbia .... 6 2,299 25 65% +14.,7 -10.3 + 8.8

Retail Sales

Chain 3tores

sales of 907 chain store units operated by Z¢ chain companies in the food
retoiling field averaged 7 per cent Lighei in October, 1944, than sales of 919 units
operated by the same 26 firms in October a year a0, Average sales per store were
#15,611 in October, 1944, 8 per cent higher taan the 14,428 average for the same
month of 1943.

sales increased by 16 per cent in juebec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 1 per cent
in the Prairie Provinces and 2 per cent in British Columbia.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for Octoher, 1943 and 1944
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October, 1943 October, 1944 Fer cent

change 1in
No.. Stores Sales Ko. 3teres 3ales sales

® w

CANADA . ¢ o5 s 8 onelale 919 13,259,742 907 14,15€,854 + 5.8
QUEDEC e voacnvvonreos 174 2,706,947 AL 3,143,684 +16.1
Ontam Mo . 4 S35 9., ola 7,403,419 509 7,828,150 + 5,7
Prairie Provinces .. 143 15,1921 7588 158 1,941,293 + 1.0
British Columbia ... 30 1,227,818 88 1,8455727 + 1.5
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Independent Stores

5ales in most regions of the country maintuined or slightly exceceded the
volume tor October, 1943. Declines of 2 and 3 per cent in Quebec and Onturio, how-
ever, were sufficient to offset the increases occurring elsewhere. Independent food
stores in British Columbia did 5 per cent more business in October this year than
last. Gains of 2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and in Manitoba were accompanied
by a 1 per cent increuse in Alberta while sules in Saskatchewan were unchanged from
October a year ago.

Comparison of 3ales Reported for October, 1943 and 1944

B e e e e e s e S e e e e e e~ === S S £

No. No. Per cent

stores reporting change

reporting increase in sales
GANIADA, <. SZaaT s o 966 455 - 0.9
Maritimes ...cee0cnee 163 89 + 2,2
QLEVEL . oroi oo four D 219 87 - 1.9
GEBETIEe". ... k.4, Buests 342 140 - 3.4
Manitoba .......0..0, 75 43 ¥ 136
Saskatchewan .....o... 30 18 - 0.1
Mildertal L. .2 B, 67 33 + 1.2

British Columbia .... 70 45 + 0.0
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