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CmFT_rty E! : Ifl IrFOODDISTRUTJTICN, DEC2:R, 1344 

Indexes reflectinq current trends in food distribution in Cnada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale rrocery soles forx:iirtg com-
ponents of the two roular monthly bulletins on retail and v;holeoaJ.e trade issued by 
the QrVandisinC and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brin-s toether in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a coldpurison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two staes of food distribution. 

Iho1esale Trade 

December, salcs transacted by 74 of the larCer hrocery wholesalo establish-
zaents in Canada increased 5 per cent over the volume of business reported in December, 
1943, but were 12 per cent below the dollar business realized in November, 1944. 
Total sz.les for the year 1344 increased 13 per cent over the 1943 level of trading. 
Increases in the annual comparison v.ere fairly uniforn. for all regions of the country, 
rains ranin; from 10 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia to 13 
per cent in Ontario. 

The December increase over December, 1943 was shared by all regions of the 
country except the Prairie Provinces where sales declined by C per cent. Increases 
on a regional basis are as follows: Maritime Provinces, b per cent; uebec, 7 per 
cent; Ontario, 10 per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent. 

Inventories held at the end of December, 1344 were valued 2 per cent lower 
than the stocks on hand at the end of December, 1943, but exceeded by 4 per cent the 
value of inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers on November 30, 1344. Stocks 
at the beginning of December are normally 64 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that mOnth as reflected in the average experience over the 
years 1935 to 1342. Stocks at the beginning of December, 1944, were 15 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted, indicating that the inventory position 
at the bcgirLnin'. of December, 1944 had dropped considerably below the normal position 
for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade byEcononic Divisions 

Dollar Sales 
j:uber (add 000) Per cent C.3fl,C 

of year-to- 

Division 	firms December, December, December, 1.344 	over date, 1944 

reporting 1943 	144 December, November, Year-to- 
1943 1344 date, 1343 

74 	18.876 	19.785 	+ 4.6  

Maritimes 	.......... 14 2,396 2,520 + J. +11.9 

.............. ,uebec 22 2,901 3,095 4 	6.7 -36.1 +10.6 

Ontario 	.............. 20 5,609 6,168 +10.0 - 6.7 +15.0 

Prairies 	..... 12 3,49 4,996 - 6.0 -2.6 +10.2 

British Columbia 6 2,059 5,001 +16.2 - 0.5 + 7.9 

Retail Jales 

Chain Stores 

sales of 922 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaod 19 per cent higher in December, 1344, than sales of 936 
units operated by the same 27 firms in Dectmber a year ago. iveraae sales per 
store were $16,653 in December, 1)44, 19 per cent higher than the $15,872 average 
for the same month of 1?43. 

Sales increased by 23 per cent in .uebec, lb per cent in Ontario, 17 per 
cent in the Pruirio Provinces and 16 per cent in British Columbia. 

Comparison of ,3tores and Sales for December, 1943 and 1344 

:xee ber, 1.43 
	

Decor ae r, 1 '1 	Per cent 
c:.uT: e in 

Lo. Stores 	3ul es 
	:o. Stores 	Sales 	n1es 
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It 
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- 	 922 	17,382,436  

uebeo 	............ 174 .,jG?,470 lr/0 760,310 +22.6 

Ontario E,438,u7l 51? 3,6EE354 +14.6 

Fruirie iroyincs 	.... 147 1,973,101 142 2,300,444 +1.6 

British .olumLiu 	. 	. 	. 34 l,401,5hi 1,652,788 
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Irde :eident Jtores 

jrueideziL 6rocery and co;,iin.tion jtores reported 5u1e5 6 per ccnt hijher 
in Decezber, 144 compared with )ecoher, 134. Incrtses in most section of the 
cotmtry npproxirriuted the vere result. The only i;urked devi"tionj occurred in 
British Co1u;ibio und uskutccvrn 'thero saics 't4ere up 13 and 10 per cent rUspectively 
over December, 1343. 

Co1..IL3o, of Jies Reported for Deceiiber, 1346 and 1.44 

:o. 	o. 	icr cent 
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(.; 'C)1t... 	 ucioue 	i: 51OS 

+ 3.L 

4 7.6 

+ 4.0 

+ .6 

+ ON 

+10 • 

+ 4.3 

+li. E 

CPJt.rJA 	........... 99 OU 

Iteritimes 	............... . 17 1:4 

cuebec 	.................. 210 1.9 

inturio 	................. 366 WE 

Lanitoia 	.............. . 77 46 

3s!catchewur. 	............ 34 27 

Albertu 	......... ........ 7' 50 

:'ritlz3h 	Co1uj:iLia.,...... 5I 06 
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