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CURMENT TREMDS TE FOCD DISTRIBUTICN, DECEMPER, 1944

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Caznada liave been
published for some yeurs, indexes of retail and wholesale arocery sales forming com-
ponents of the two reigular menthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by
the Mercrandisins and Services Branch of the Deminion Bureau of 3tatistics. Thais
series Lrines togelher in one report the informastion on retail and wholesale grocery
sules contuined in the other bulletins thus fucilitating a comparison of tie' trends
in monthly sales in the two stuges of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

December, sales transacted by 74 of the larger grocery wnolesale establish-
ments in Canada increased 5 per cent over the volume of business reported in December,
1943, but were 12 per cent below the dollar business realized in Novenmber, 1944.

Total sules for tie year 1344 increased 13 per cent over the 1345 level of trading.
Increases in the-annual comparison were fairly uniform for all regions of the country,
gains ranging from 10 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia to 13
per cent in Ontario.

The December increase over December, 1343 wes shared by all regions of the
country excevt tlhe Pruirie Provinces where sales declined by & per cent. Increases
on a regional basis are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent; Quebec, 7 per
cent; Ontario, 10 per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent.

Inventories held at the end of December, 1944 were valued 2 per cent lower
than tre stocks on hand at the end of December, 19453, but exceeded by 4 per cent the
value of inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers on November 30, 1344, Stocks
at the berinnine of December are normally 64 per cent in excess of the volume of
business transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the
years 1935 to 1942, Stocks at the beginning of December, 1944, were 15 per cent in
excess of the volune of business trarnsacted, indicating tiat the inventory position
at the beginnin: of December, 1944 had dropped considerably lLelow the normal position
for thut period of the year.
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Wholesuzle Grocery Trade by Economic Divisiorns

Dollar Sales
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Retail Bales

Chain Stores

sales of 922 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food
retailing field averaged 17 per cent higher in December, 1244, than sales of 33E
units operated by the same 27 firms in December a yeur axo. averzge siles per
store were $1€,855 in December, 1344, 19 per cent higher thun the 315,872 average
for the same monti: of 1343.

sales increzsed by 23 per cent in juebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 1.7~ per
cent in the Pruirie Provinces and 16 per cent in British Columbia.

Compurison of 3Stores and Sales for December, 1945 and 1344
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Iinlejpendent stores

ladependent grocery and comi:ination stores reported sules 6 per ccent nigher
in December, 1344 compured with December, 1945. Increuses in most section of the
country approximuted the sverzge result. The only nurked deviations occurred in
British Colwubia uné Suskateliewan wiere snles were up 13 and 10 per cent respectively
over December, 13439,

Compurison of 5ales Revncrted for Decembex, 1943 and 1944
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