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Indexes raflecting current trende in food distribution in Canada
have been published for some yezrs, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery
sales forming conmponents of the two regular nonthly bulletins on retall and
vholeznle trade lssued by the Herchundising and Services Branch ol the Dowinion
Burecu of Statiztlics. This series brings together in one report the inforaation
on retall and wholesaie grocery szles coztained in the other bulleting thus fa-
cilitating a couwparison of the trends Lw'coundhly sales in tane two steges of
food distributlon.
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liurch sules increased 13 per cent over the dollar business realized
n March last year, aceording to the data received from 70 of the larger wvhole-
szle grocery houses, and averaged 1S per cent higher than Februury seles., The
Maritise Provinces reporited 20 per ceat 2ore business transacted, while a gain
of 132 per cent wag veporsci by both Ontegic apd Beitish Celusbis, and seles. in=
criased by 1l per cent in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces. Cuaunlative sales
for the Jamuary-llarch period cstand 12 per cent higher than sales for the same
three months of last jeur.
Inventories in the hands ol wholesale grocers at the end of ilarch

vera valued 15 per cent higher than the stocks reported on hand on Harch 21,
1943, but declined by 2 per cent froa the February month eand inventory
position, Stocks at the beginning of March ure normully 49 per cent in exces:
of the volune of business transacted ln taut aonth., Stocks at the begluning
of larch this yeuar exceeded sales transacted during the wonth .by .23 per gent,
indieating that the inventory position at the beginning of arch .was consider-
ably below the norwal level Lor thet period of the year,
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Nuuiber Dzisgﬁnggies Per cent change
of
Division Tirus Llarch, darch, garch, 1944 over
reporting 1843 1244 nesel, - February,
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Year-to-
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ML LAkIOS Lo e 0w < omane B0 16 2,419 2,897 < A& +25.1 204 %
BRIGIEIOL 3, 4 Tl Bk Rssdiens 12 1,991 2, ot +10.5 +15.7 + 8.5
gutaptat ;o8 i Y s 20 5,725 3,455  +la, +17.7 +11.3
Prac i 8810 o ud v 0w L3 10 5,108 5,736 #10,7 +12,7 +12.2
British Coluabia eue.s. 6 2,514 2,851 +12.6 +11.4 +10.9

Sales of 31D chain stor:z units operated by 24 chain cowpunies in the f{ood
retulling field averaged 13 per cent hizher in mu.ch, 1944, than sales of 928 units
operated by the same 25 firas ia Harch a year ago. Average sales per store were
$15,92 7 in Harch, 1944, 15 per cent nigher then the $1%,837 cveruge For the sase
aonth of 1943,

Sales iacreased by 1Z per cent in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontarlo, 9 per
cent in the Preairie Proviaces, and 8 per cent in British Coluabia.

Comparispa of Stores and Sales for March, 1943 and 19
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CABADA" & o o 4smie's Zo8 928 12,840,542 910 14,497,700 +12.9
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338 1 shl Calmaliar .% . o5 1,222,609 e A 4%, Rikd & D

Sm—— - .- - e o g ey e s e i i i i o i e S ol o 8+ i e b i e i el g e a0 T mte i s i S



Lndependent Gtores

Sales of 870 independent grocecry or grocery and wmeal stores lncreased in
dollar volune by 8 per cent in iarch, 1944, over the value of business transacted
in the saae wonth of laut year. The following gains were recorded over iarch,
194%; uaritimes, 10 per cent; Guebec, 8 per cent; Ontario, 3 per cent; iianitobe,
18 per cent; Sauskatchewun, 15 per cent; Alberis, 19 per cent and British Colu=bla,
4 per cent.

Comparison of Sules Reported for Larsh, 1947 snd 1944
TR 3 T T ISR 2.8 % pe- g BEABE — 3 225X : T 2OWI LTSS 2 2T T WRETTIELIN X 3 35 32
No. ilo. Per cent
cstores reporving change
reporting increase in sules
CATTANETE o Feas-2 ol ¢ oYererartioporels KT MR F AP 740} T 5 LR~
Maritimes cececsosessssasoases 124 a7 + 3.8
BB | PRI L L e e N e 176 126 + 8.2
(00 T L0 g O 0 o IO 0,0 6, O O TG ) 350 260 £ 8 (5) )
KaniEODE &2 e wb s s Sl Elmiers Sekehs 58 47 HIT 5
Saskatchewin ceeseersnssensans 28 25 +12 44
HERER cue B 8 R SR S o © G S 57 185
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