
- 	63 t 0 1 	 C 	 1444 

PubIi.shei by AuthorLty of the H0L JA/JS A. MacKE&)U, M.P. 
Lnister of Trade atd Comuerce 

DEPRT..WNT OF TI?.A1)i. AND COiRE 
D1J1NL3N BUR1AU O. 3T;fLSTS 
iERCliAiDtUG A) SEItV YThS BRANCH 

CMUDA 

- 	 i.: (o&;j T:7 F.R . Soco -. 
sg 	 ..A,. - 	.. .. - 

Vol, €3 - No 	 Year's Subscr.ptLon, $1.00 
SLnglo copi.e, 	.10 

TRND3N30DDLSTR[i3UTLON, 	IC1I,.. 14  

Indexe3 reftectrig current trends in food distrLbut.on in Canada 
have been publLshed for some years, Lndexes of retaLl and who1eaie grocery 
sal.s fortuLng coapone:1t3 of the two regular uonthly bul.LetLns on retaLl and 
whole.a1e trade Lssued by the L:erchandLsLng and Serv.Lces Branch of the DonLn 
Bureau of StLtt. Th-s serLo )rLng3 together Ln one report the nforriat..on 
on ret.aLl and whulo3ai'3 grocery s.le coaLned In the other bul1etLn thus fa-
cL1Lt2tLng a conparL.on of the trend$ n aonthl.y saes .n the to tage; of 
food dstributon. 

Larch sales increased 13 per cent over the dollar businos reaUzed 
Ln ivarch last year, accordng to -the data rece.ved from 70 of the larger v:hole-
sale grocery houe, and averaged 16 per cent higher than February sales. The 
MarLtLe ProvLnce8 reported 20 per cent. .ore husness transacted, while a gaLn 
of 13 per cent vas repore1 by both OntarLo and BrLtL.h ColubLa, and sales Ln-
crsoc1 by 11. per cent in Quebec a:.d the PrcLrLe ProvLncer. Cu:-iulntve sales 
for the JanuarT-iarch perod stand 12 per cent hLgher than a1os for the sie 
three months of last year. 

tnventor!.es Ln the hands o' who].esale grocers at the end of i.arch 
v:e:'e valued 16 per cent lügher th:n the stok reported on hand on arch 31, 
1943, but. decUned by 2 per cent fro the Febniary .ionth end Lnventory 
posLtion 3tos at the begLnnng of iarch are normally 40 per cent Ln excesj 
of the volurie of buslnemj transacted In that :ionth. Stocks at the begLnnLng 
of' ..arch this year exceeded sales transacted durLng the onth by 23 per cent, 
nd.eatng that the Lnventory posLtLon at the begLnnng of arch was cortLder-

ably below the norna1 level. for that perod of the year0 
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iJe1e Grocer 	Tr.Jebjcono. Divisions 

DolLar Sales 
 1: cent chan-m  iuber 

of 
Division r:.ris Liarch, March, arch, 1944 over Year-to- 

ieportirx 1043 1344 March, February, t9 

1943 1944 Year-tn- 
date, 

CMIA1JA 	. ........ +1:. 

MarLtL:aes 	............. 16 2,419 2 2 897 -1-19.7 +23.1 +20.3 
Quebec 	....... ........ 10 l,99L 2,230 +10.5 +16.7 + 3.5 
Ontario 20 3,725 3,455 +12.8 +17.7  
PrairLes 10 5,132 5,733 +13.7 +12.7 +12.2 
British Co1ui'ia 6 2,514 2,831 +12.6 +11.4 +10.9 

Retail Salcws 

Chain Stores 

Sales of 910 chain stor3 un.ts operated by 2 chain copanLes in the food 
ret:i1i.ng field averaged 13 per cent higher in March, L944, than sales of 928 un s 
operated by the saae 25 firis La March a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$15,927 in March, 1944, 15 per cent ;Lger than the $1,837 average for the sane 
aoth of 1943. 

Sa1e increased by iF per cent in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 9 per 
cent in the Prairie Prov aces, and 8 per cent in 3r.tish Co1ubia. 

Cpri.3aof Stores and Sales forMarch L  

March, 1943 .iurch, 1944 Per cent 
ch-nge in 

No. Stores Sales No. Store:: Sales sdes 

CAiIWA 	........... 928 	- 12,349,342 910 14,401,3:fl _±12.9 

Quebec 	.............. 17.. 2,773,303 174 
OntarLo 	............. 532 7,133,831 519 8,131,933 +14.7 
Prarie Proviace.- 	... 100 1 1 535,443 103 1,732,965 + 3.6 
BritLh Colur.ibia 	.... ilL 1,32,539 111. 1,437,311 + 7.9 



lndependfit Sto.T:e 

Sales or 870 independent grocecy or crocery and :ieat stores ncreacd in 
dollar vo1.ue by 3 per cent in .iarch, 1944, over the value or buines3 tranacted 
in the saiae ionth of 1at year. The folLowing gains were recorded over 
1.943; arLtL:e, 10 per cent; Quebec, S per cent; 0ntaro, 3 per cent; antob, 
18 per cent; Sskatchowun, 1.5 per cent; Alberta, 19 per cent and Brtsh Colub.a, 
4 per cent. 

Co,run p 	Re 

No. 
tore 

reporting 

CANA1)A .................. 

aritL!nes . . . . . . . I • I I I I I • • I I S 	 12' 

2-3-S S-*3 

flo. 	 Per cent 

	

reporting 	change 

	

increase 	in sale3 

- -- ---__-.. - 

97 	 +.8 

Queboc ....................... 170 	 120 	 + 8.2 

Ontario ...................... 	50 	 200 	 1- 6,0 

ani.tobi 	. ............. ....... 

Saskatchewan 	................. 28 25 +15.4 

Alberta 	.............. I...".. 57 +13.5 

tih Colu:iha 	•1 • • • • • • • 	• • . 70 50 + 	7.•7 
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