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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1944

Indexes reflecting current trende in food distribution in Canada have been
published fcr scme years, indexes of retail and wholesale grccery sales forming com-
ponents cf the two regular monthly bulletins cn retail end whclesale trade issued by
the Merchandising and Services Branch cf the Deminicn Bureau of Statistices. This
series brings tcgether in cne report the infermaticn on retail and wnolesale grocery
seles contained in tae other bulletins taus facilitating s comparison of tne trends
in monthly sales in the two steges of food distribution.

Yholesale Trade
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Statements received from 7/ cf the larger whclesasle grocery hcuces in
Conads in’icated that sales trensacted during April were 6 per cent greater than the
decllar sales realized in fpril, 1943, but were 11 per cent lcwer than Merch snles.
Quebec reperted a 4 or cent decline which was effset by incresses of 6 per cent in
thae Maritime Provinees, & per cent in Ontaric, 9 per cent in British Cclumbia and
11 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. ‘The decline from the March level of treding
was felt in 211 regicns of the counisy. decreases rsnging from 9 per cent in Quebec
to 15 per cent in the Waritimes. Cumulatire seles for the first fcur months cf the
year have increased 9 per cent over the same period cf last year.

Yhelesale grocers vulued their stccks on hand at the end of April, 1944,
15 per cent higher then the inventcries held a2t the end of April lest year, but the
inventory position declined by 2 per cent frem the stock heldings reported at the
end of March. Stocks at the beginning of April are ncrmelly 35 per cent i excess
ef the velume of business transscted in that month. Stocks st the beginning of
April this vesr exceeded scles trensacted during the month by 34 per cent, indicating
thet the inventory position 2t the beginning cf fpril was cn & par with the normel
level for that pericd cf the year.
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Whelesele Grocery Trade by Eccnemic Divisions

" Doller Seles o
Nogber (add 000) Per cent change

of Year-tc-

Divisicn firms tpril, April, April, 1944 over Aae
reperting 1943 1944 April, March, Vo=
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NI ALImAse = i i o L5 2,166 25296 + 6.0 -15.2 +16.%4
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ARtarle ... o il 20 5,240 5963 #4642 -10.4 +10.2
Praiie 98 - Al -5 12 4,795 5,302 +10.6 -13.0 +11.6
British Columbia .. 6 2,260 2,473 + 9.4 =108 +10.5

hetail Soles

Chain Stcres

Seles of 949 chein store units cperated by 27 chain companies in the food
retailing field everoged 8 per cent higher in April, 1944, than sales cof 962 units
operated by the same 27 firms in April a year age. Average sales per store were
£15,408 in Ppril, 1944, 10 per cent higher than the $§14,015 aversge fcr the same
monta of 1943.

Sales increased by 7 per cent in Quebec, 11 per cent ir Onteric, 5 per
cent in the Prairie Frovinces end British Columbis respectively.
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Comparisen o Stores
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Britich Cclumbie ..... 1} 1,369,628 110 1,454,391 4.7
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Seles cf €59 independent grccery or grecery end meel stcres increesed in
deller velume by 4 per cent in April, 1944, cver the value cf tusiness trancucted
in the seme menih of last year. The fellewing geinc were reccrded cver April,
1943: VYeritimes, 9 per cent; Quebec, 5 per cent; Onteric, 1 per cent; Muniteta,
© per cent; Saskctcheren, 2 per cent; flbertz, 11 per cent while Eritich Cclurtie,
decrersed fracticnelly cver the some menth lest yenr.

Cerperisen_cf Svles Reported for fpril, 1943 snd 1944

} Nec.
stores No. Per cent
reperting reperting change
incresse in scles
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