i ; ’b‘-o{ A \’%JFF‘TJ
_.55 A .

Notes "This Bureau is co-operating in the conservation of paper on account of the
present eritical shortage thereof, If this bulletin is not needed bty you,
please notify the Dominion Statistician and your name will be removed from
our mailing list.®

Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A, MacKINNON, M.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce
DEPARTVMENT OF TRADE AlI'D COLMERCE
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH
OTTAWA, CANADA

Dominion Statisticiang Berbert Marshall, B.A., F-8.S.
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branchs A.C. Steedman, B.A.
Wiells 7 = N®: 11 Year's Subscription, $1.00

Single Copies, .10

CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIPUTION, NOVEMBER, 1945

Indexes roflecting current trends in food distribution ir Canada have been
published for some years, indexes of reteil grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail
and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information on
retail grocery and wholesele grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contaired in the
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the
two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

November wholesale grocery seles were § per cent greater in 1945 than in
1944, but f21l 4 per cent below the volume of business transacted in October, 1945.
These deta are based on returns from 73 of the larger wholesale pgrocery establishments
in Canada. Tr~ # per cent zain was not shared by all regions of the country. Grocery
sales in Quebec declined 5 per cent from the November, 1944 level while the Maritime
Provinces registered a minor increase of 1 per cent. Ontario and the Prairie Prov-
irces each reported a gain of 8 per cent and British Columbia sales were up 15 per
cent. Cunulative sales *transacted in the .January-November period of 1945 stand 6 per
cent above the dollar business reported in the same months of 1344.

The dollar value of fruit and vegetable sales advanced 31 per cent between
Nevember, 1945 and 1944, but November sales were valued 6 per cent lower than the Oc-
tober volume of trading. Sales were up 28 per :zent in the Maritime Frovinces and
Quebec, 47 per cent in Ontario, and 17 per cent in British Columbia. Fruit and vege-
table sales were 17 per cent higher in the first eleven months of 1945 than in 1544,

W¥holesele grocery stocl:s were valued 11 per cent lower at the end of Novem-
ber, 1945 than on the same date of the previous year, but inventories increased & per
cent over the stocks on hand at the end of October, 1945. Inventories at the be-
ginning of November are normally 43 per cent in excsess of the business trunsacted
during that month. §tocks on hand at the beginning of November, 1945, were 14 per
cent below the volume of November sales, indiceting that the inventory position at
the beginning of November was considerably below the normal situation for that period
of the year.
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

A 4! 1
D?adgrogg)es Per cent change
Number Year-to-
DR aReslEy .Of November, November, November, 1545 over date, 1945
: firms 1944 1545 November, October, Year-to-
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944
$ 3
CANABA, ,..cucee 73 21,559 22,767 + 5,68 - 3.7 + 6,4
Maritimos .....cc.. 3 16 3,019 3,038 + 0.9 - 4.2 6.9
Quebec LR R I SR A N WY Y 23. 3,/3 3,561 - 4’.5 = 6.3 ’ 3.7
mt&!‘io 9t ons e eae 20 5,661 7,185 t 7.9 = 1.3 +* 7.6
Prairies ..... noo0caa 11 5,468 5,896 + 7.8 - 3.9 + 5.0
Rritish Columbia ... 5 2,690 3,087 +14.8 - 2.5 +12,.0
fhnlesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions
Dollar Seles
(add 000) Per cent change
Number Year-to-
of November, November, November, 1945 over date, 1945
Division firms 1544 1545 November, October, Year-to-
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944
$ $
CANADA :eavene 45 7,384 9,660 +30,8 - 6.1 +17.0
Maritimes aic Cucbee 14 1,599 2,048 +28.1 - 0.6 +16.5
OnGeXsl Ok sopeGrcisie s » slora 18 2,797 4,122 +47,4 + 4,7 +20.3
“~tera Provinces .. 13 2,988 3,490 +16,8 -12.7 +14,2
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Retail Sales
Chain Stores
November, 1945 salcs of 930 chain store units operated by 28 chain com-

panies in the food retailing field were 11 per cent higher than sales of 960 stores
operated by the same 28 firms in November, 1944. Average sales per store in Novem=-
ber, 1945 were $17,744, 14 per cent above the $15,513 average for the same month of
the previous year.

Quebec stores, with a gain of 15 per cent, showed the greatest expansion
in business between November of the two years. A 9 per cent increase in Ontario was
the lowest among those recorded for various regions. Results for other regions con-
formed closely with the average increase.

Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1944 and 1645

November, 1944 November, 19456 % Change
In Sales

No. of November,1945

ggérgg Sales Stores Sules November,1944

¥ L2

CANADA «es 960 14,892,152 930 16,501,463 +10.8
Maritimes c.veeee 41 478,3C2 40 526,117 +10.0
Quebec .cececovsense 171 3,020,434 165 3,457,640 +14.5
Ontario ceseeesee 516 8,131,626 497 8,842,645 + B.7
Prairie Provinces 139 1,933,800 136 2,175,865 +12.5
British Columbia. 93 1,327,990 92 1,499,196 +12.9

Indepondent Stores

The November increcase in sales of independent fcod retailers was approxi-
mately the same as that for chein stores, amounting to 10 per cent, Saskatchswen
sales wers up 15 per cent, slthough gains in lianitoba and Alberta were much smaller
at 8 and 9 per cent respectively. Independent stores in Ontario enjoyed a greater
margin of increase over November, 1944 than did chain stores. The 12 per cent in-
crease recorded for thet province was the second largest among the regional results,
The Maritime Provinces continued to record smaller increases than those in other
arcas.

Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1944 and 1945

== === -
No. of No. 2 Choange In Sales

Stores Reporting Novauber, 1048

Reporting An Incresse November, 1944
CANATA ...... 1,243 _ 932 +10,.12
Maritimes .eeecececs 174 106 + 6.5
Quebec coev.vsenaneo 291 22T + 9.8
Go1{E:D) gb o) SRR 400 313 +12.1
ManiGEBA, osesesesose. 93 70 + 7.8
Saskatchewan «..ses. 60 50 +14.5
JAMBErHal « feles oo voses 108 76 + 9.4
0.5

British Columbia ... 117 90 +1
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