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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1946

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have
been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and
fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the
information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution.

Wholesale Trade

January wholesale grocery sales advanced 13 per cent over January, 1645
sales and 9 per cent over the volume of business transacted in December, 1945.
These data are based on returns received from 74 of the larger wholesale grocery
establishments operating in Canada. The 13 per cent increase reflects an active
market in all regions of the country, suales increasing 13 per cent in the Maritime
Provinces, 8 per cent in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, and 12 per cent in both
the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia.

Wholesale fruit and vepetable sales were 23 per cent greater in January,
1946 than 1945 but January sales declined 22 per cent from the December, 1945 vol=-
ume of trading. January sales werec up 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and
Quebec, 39 per cent in Ontario, and 19 per cent in the western provinces.

Wholesale procers valued their stocks on hand at the end of January, 1546,
4 per cent lower than inventories held on the same date of last year, and 1 per cent
below their stock holdings at the end of December. Inventories at the beginning of
January are normally 63 per cent in excess of the business trensacted during that
month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of January, 1946, were 7 per cent pgreater
than the volume of January sales, indicating that the inventory position at the be-
ginning of January was decidedly below the normal situation for that period of the
year.
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Wholesale Grocery Trode by Economic Divisions

Dollar Sales

Per cent change
Number (add 000)
of
b A January, January, January, 1946 over
Division flrm§ 1945 1546 January, December,
reporting 1945 1945
$ $
CANABA' Giloos @5 o shefoae 74 19,583 22,045 +12,6 + 8,9
MeGAEARe Siders ok o loorelle) s o 16 2,715 3,089 +12.6 + 9.6
Quebec: % Seseb . anore S 21 2,856 3,083 + 8.0 - 9.4
OUGERSHD * X, =0 o olere o 5o} e e 20 G 2127 T in S0 +15.9 + 8.3
PraSiRIES: oieiole oneisloloislofsla o i} 4,951 5,523 +11.5 +19.8
British Celumbia J.4... 6 2,734 3,047 +11.5 + 5.3
Wholesale Fruit and Vepetable Trade by Economic Divisions
. Dollar Sales =
488 (edé 000) Per cent change
of
firms January, January, January, 1946 over
Division Fepar ting 1945 1546 January, December,
1945 1945
$ $
CANAD R EEER R 44 6,604 8,103 ‘2297 -2109
Maritimes and Quebec .. 16 1,632 1,768 + 4,7 ~34.7
ONEBBrIO « eveisieie sisv s sjs o L] 2,363 3,284 +39.0 -10.6

Western Pl"OVinCeS cs 00 15 2 .609 3 ,111 "'19.2 -26.8
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Retail Sales
Chaln Stores

January, 1946 sales of 903 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies
in the food retailing field were 11 per cent higher than sales of 879 stores operated
by the same 2¢ firms in January, 1945. Average saules per store in January, 1946 were
$17,907, 14 per cent above the $15,748 average for the same month of the previous
year.

Sales of chain food stores increased by 16 per cent in the Prairie Prov-
inces. The 9 per cent gain in Ontario between January of this year and last was lower
than increases recorded elsewhere. Results for other sections of the country revealed
gains of 12 or 13 per cent in each case.

Comparison of Stores and Smles for January, 1945 and 1946

- e T S R T S e e e e o T SRl S

January, 1945 January, 1946 % Change
In Sales
No. of No. of Januery,1946
Sales Sales TV,
_ Stores Stores January 1945
=5 ¥ ANUATY 4 LJ50
GANIADIAS 5.0eke sre 85 s 903 14,220,069 879 15,740,088 +10,7
NEGAEANGES o oo vi0nsols o 41 455,921 40 508,202 +11,5
Q\lebec sco0ecccecnarnee 168 5,046,107 163 3,414,281 +12,1
Dip G EE e T (510K 7,833,387 491 8,516 , 2152 & WBEHT
Prairie Provinces ... 94 1,569,658 98 1581%;7008 +1 57
British Columbia .... a3 LiBel 51,288 92 1,485,653 +13.0

Independent Stores

Independent food retailers recorded a 9 per cent increase in sales for Jan-
uary, 1946 compared with January, 1945. Sales increases in the January comparison
were much lower in eastern Canada than in Ontario and the western provinces. The
Maritime Provinces and Quebec recorded gains of 8 and 5 per cent respectively. Apart
from an outstanding increase of 19 per cent for Saskatchewan, sales moved uniformly
upward in other provinces, increases over January, 1945 ranging from 10 per cent in
Manitoba to 13 per cent in Alberta.

Comparison of Sales reported for January, 1945 and 1946

Wo., off No. % Change In Sales

Stores Reporting January, 1946

Reporting An Increase January, 1945
CANADA cccensns 1 20N 877 . + 9.4
MESERME Sl o cisis « Sa 174 115 + Ta7
BHEIBEENIT .. . % cie s cioia 283 183 + 5.2
DBbarso-——vi:eiv.is, 382 285 +11.4
Ranstbbas .. ... ... 0. 83 73 +10.4
Sasketchewan ...... 59 53 +18.7
AN EEED . oo e 0 v s aan 107 83 +12.5

British Columbia .. 107 85 +11.5
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