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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTICN, OCTOBLR, 1946

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale pgrocery end fruits
and vegetables sales forming components of *the two regular mcnthly bulletins on re-
tai! and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform-
ation on retail procery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vepetable sales contained
in the nther bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales
in the two stages of food distribution.

Wholesele Trade

The dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers during October, 1946 was
22 per cent higher than in the same mcnth last year and 11 per cent above that for
the month of September, 1946, according to statements received from 74 of the larger
wholesale grocers throughout Canada. Gains werc recorded in all sections of the
country. Sales in the Maritime Provinces werec up 11 per cent over 1945, while the
other repions reported more substantial increases ranging betwoen 22 and 26 per cent,
Apgrogate sales for the first ten months of 1946 were 1G per cent greater than in
the corresponding period last year.

Sales of fruits and vegetathles showed & more varied experience according to
reports from 49 of the larpger wholeselers ir this trade. Decrceses of 9 per eent re-
ported for the Maritime Provinces and Guebec and of 7 per cent for Ontarin were off-
set by a pain of 12 per cent in dollar volume of sales in the Western Provinces, with
the rosnlt that sales for Canade as & whole showed practically no change from last
vear., October sales of {ruits and vegctables dropved 4 per cent from the September
level, while sales for the year to date stcod 16 per cent above those for the corres=-
ponding period in 1945,

Stocks held by wholesule rrocers at the end of Octoher, 1946 werc valued
32 per cent higher than at the same date last year and 13 per ccnt above those on
hand et the end of September, 1946, Inventories at the beginning of October are
normally 17 per cent in excess of sales for that month. This year, stocks on hend
at the beginning of (Cctober were valued 17 per cent below the sales volume for that
month, indiceting that the inventnry position was still considerably below the normal
situation.
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Vtholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions

A,OI iﬂr Seles
Number (add 000) Per cent change
| Year-to-
firms October  October Oct., 1945 over da;e 1546
Division reporting 1545 1946 Oct., Sept. —YéE%:EE:—
1945 1946 4ate, 1945
3 3
BMABAY . .. o econe L. T8 23,388 28,501 +21,9 +11,0 +15.5
l".aritimes 00 0 5 & 800 17 3’326 3’706 +].].l4 +14.8 + 9.3
QUEbeC cacsevsoscsses 1) 3,39 4,271 +25.8 +5 0% +15.7
ORUEHRVTIOI 3.0 oia oloa aiale/Blala 20 R 8,891 +62.1 +10.5 +16.3
Prairies ® * 0 08 a0 12 6’322 7.840 +2400 41011 416.7
British Columbia .... 5 3,064 3,798 +23.8 + 3.3 +17.9
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions
Dollar Sales o
Number (aca 000) Pap many. cUALGR
of
firms October  QOcltober Oct., 1946 over dY:ar-zg;G
Division reporting 1945 1946 Oct. ~Sept.. Cotos S
1945 1946 T6ar=ge=
3 3 date, 1945
CANADA® lols o aueio oxesiehs 49 1 L ls56 15l 59 (a) - 4.4 +16,0
Maritimes and Guebec . /4 2,619 Bs DD - 9.4 -21.0 + 5.5
Ontat‘io S e s s e s e 18 4,157 3,888 = 6.5 % 7.1 +16o0
Western Provinces .... 14 4,380 4,898 +11.8 - 4.3 +22.,5

(a) Unchanged.
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Petail Sales
Chain Stores

October, 1946 sales of 874 chain store units opersted by 25 chain companies
in the food retailing field were 12 per cent hipgher than suales of 880 stores operated
by the same 2§ firms in October, 1945, Averapge sales per store in October, 1946 were
320,052, 13 per cent above the $17,712 average for the same month of the previous year.,

Increases in chain Tood stores were very uniform throughout all regions.
British Columbia alone surpassed the average for the country as a whole by one per
cent, while all othei regions showed increases of 12 per cent over last yeur, except
the Yaritime Provinces where the pain was 11 per cent.

Comparison of Ctores and Sales for October, 1945 and 1546

% Change

Octnbor, 1545 Cctover, 1946 in Sales
NehL  of Yo, of Oct,, 1946
Stores Sa}es Stores Sa{gs Oct., 1945
b4 ¥

CANADA el s anns 880 louffd, 887 =, 874 17,525,801 +11.8
Maritimes ...eeesees 32 454,124 32 EC3 ,445 +10.9
QDUECLEE) (ko ehokohes sllono o oisis 165 3,477,282 16 3,883,325 +11.7
CAURE 1O o utagds B ciarete 497 8,388,108 493 9,356,462 +11.5
Prairie Provinces .. 94 1,892,398 93 2,125,484 +12.3
British Columbia ... 92 1,462,445 91 1,558,085 +13.4

Independent Storcs

Independent food stores did 10 per cent more business in October this year
than last. The largest increuase was one of 14 per cent in Manitoba. This was
closely followed by Ontarin, Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and Quebec
where increases ranged from 13 down to 9 per cent. The Maritime Provinces showed
the smallest gauin, sales beinpg up only 8 per cent over October s year ngo.

Comparison of Sales Roported for October, 1945 and 1946

Mo, of No. % Change in Sales

Storas Reporting October, 1946

Reporting An Increase October, 19456
CANADA <veconse 1,237 888 +10.3
MHaritines ..ceveee 124 108 + [5%19
Queboc es s 000000 289 202 + 8'8
Or]tario ® &0 o4 090 60 388 296 +]-2.8
Manitobl .eeesnaes 8€ 73 +13.8
Saskatchewan ..... 71 54 +10.7
Alberta . 4 s " 80P 112 86 +11.9

British Columkia .. 107 _ 59 + 9,9
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